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FOREWORD

The late Nawab Mie Yusuf Al Khan, the last of the Salar Jung family, died in 1949,
Teaving behind him o vast collection of art treasures, most of which had been eollected d

ing
bis lifetime. 11 s understood that his. fntention wa

1o house these valuable collections in a
building suitable for the purpose, and 1o leave them to the nation, Unfostunately, he seas. un
able 1o do

When 1 first had the privilege of visiting the City Palace and, later bis m

les from Hyderabud city, I was shocked at the manner in which

these valuable art collections had been allowed 1o fie about expased to wind and weather. | then

suggested to the Government and the Salar Jung Estate Commiltee

the idea of arranging these
treasures in a presentable form in an appropriate building, accessible to the pablic

Thesselection of a building presented no urcat problem, as it was felt that the most suitable
lived and died.

surounded by his beautiful art treasures. The quest for o persan to undertake the difficalt sk

building for the pur

e was the house in which the late Nawab Salar Ju

Knowing what Dr. James Cousins

as heen able 1o do in the creation of the art gallesies

of Travancore and Mysore, | approached him with a reqéest to come to Hyderabad and assist us.

Dr. Cousins was prevented, owing to other preoccupations, from doing so. He,  however,
suggested 1o me that | might, if | could obtain the services of Shri G, Venkatachalam, swho has

pent o lifetime in the study and appreciation of ar

Fortunately for us Shei G. Venkatachalam was able to accept the invitation, and has within

a few months. converted the City Palace into what, I think, I should be justified in describing

beautiful art muscums in this country. The museun has some rare and clpiee
warks of both Western and Eastern art, including original masterpieces of Eurapcan paintings
and sculpture, Dresden chinaware, French period Turniture, Sevees vases, carpets, swords and
daggers of the Mughal Emperors, precious pieces of jade and enamel, Chinese poreelain and
Japanese lacquered works

The Government of Hyderabad and the people of this country owe a decp debt of arati
tude 1o Shii Venkatac
will notonly cnrich the beauty of Hyderabad, but also serve as  usclul eultural contre to which

alam Tor his prodigious effort. 1 is my hape that this unique institution

art Tovers will come from all over the World,
M. K. Vellod,
Hyderabad (Di) Chief Minister

Nawab Salar Jung Bahadur



Veilod Rachel by Benzoni 1870

PREFACH

uveni, planned and produ
M

car ago that the Salar Ju
Hyderabad. invited Sri- Venk

d by Sti G. Venkatachalam, At Adviser to the Saar
uction 1o the rare works of art in the museun,
Estate Committee

under instructions from the Government ol

single-handed, a big museum oul o
of art obiccts from. and now the museam is an accomplishied facl

vature and variely of the
ms in different places,
the rare with the common, it must_he

ollection and how it was kept

all in a jumble, the good with the bad
aid that h
sehicving, and of which he may righily be proud and happy. It s

work well done
Both the Government and th

Committee are decply indc

s, perhaps the
I the Salar Jung Estate Committe

gest creative clfort of his

day arowth of
museum, and | know the m

I nitude of the fask undertaken and now fulflled. This Souvenir
1 feel, is the most fittin

place 1o record my andiny Commiltee's ul of appreciation
for his splendid services, May the musewm be a source of inspiration fo both artisls and
craltsmen!

pit

V. SUBBA ROW
Chairman

Salar Jung Estale Committe

Hyderabad




Krishna at Viraj (Kangra)

Carved Chair from Malabar

\ DREAM COMES TRUF

N dream beautiful dreams, but only

o few have the good fortune 10 see their dreams
sialise i their Tfetime. Mir Yusuf Ali Khan, better known 1o the world as Nasal
Bahadur, was not fortunate. enough o realise bis dreams in his lletime
Jonely man, in splte of his bietl agfewealiiecl I8

aht soluce and foy in life in collecting
unt objects as hees collect honey

He was t collector, and

collected everything under the sun. from priceless art
n garden tools, from rare judes to pl

at Tiest sight, but at first sight only

i crockery. It seems a crazy collection
a closer examination reveals the unsuspected knowledge and

luste of a born connot He knew what he was collecting and why he was collecting. He

He died in
appointed by a spec

te since then is heing adininistered by a Committee of Trustees
dinance of the Government of India; and part of his valuable property

£ art treasures. They were stored at his city palac

and in bis country man
ew the value of every object he had collected, and knew where he had placed
him of his ambitious plans for i

an imaginative statesman to ma

i M. K. Vellodi, visualised, in 2 moment of inspiration, the

s unique national museum out of these collections and with his wonted.
he set the machinery in motion for its fmmediate materialisation. e

P V. Subba Row. an enthusi
qualled by his zeal for the Trust

found in the Chairman of the Salar Jung Estate Committee, Sri F

i arrange the museum was o big surprise to, = ad
proved a tremendous responsibility 1
tyderabad in 1927 1
of cither the nature or the extent of his collections and when I was

met the Nawab Saheh once, years ago. and had

famous marble statue “The Veiled Rachel

after my assignment to create a museum out of them, 1 felt a sens

by the Committee and its Chairmaiiand

thanks to the co-operation of my two helpers, Sri R. W. Deuskar, a life-long artist friend
of the Tate Nawab Saheb and M. Aruold Baron, another friend of the Nawab, the materialisation
of the wuseam has been possible. M. Deuskar's enthusiasm is as contagious as his energy for work

amazing. Mr. Baron's knowledge of European chinaware and furnitus

at value 1o me in arranging the Western Section but in the preparation

this Souvenir, | should like to acknowledze here the willing services of

e stall in puttng up this museun, which, 1 venture to think. is @ unicu

The Salar Junge Memorial Muscum s arranged in the Diwan Devdi. an old palace in

Indian. style with o modern structure attached to it known as Nayan

old palace lends itsell 1o th

Fastern scction and has a distinct Oriental atmosphere. This pi




was renovated for the purpose of the
Burmese, Chin

The exhibits in the Oriental section are vast and varied, and are arraned fn over thirly
farge and small rooms, and verandahs, Pe

muscum, and it wow houses the Indian, Persian, Turkish,
and Japanese Collections

carpets, Mughal minia

ares, Rajput and Deceani

of modeen Indian artists. gold-thread masnads, Kashmir shawls, South Indian
ings from Malabar and Madura, Bidii and Tibetan metal works, Chinese por.

lacquered ware, are ol displaed in this palace

Some of the outstanding art abjects in the Indian

bronzes, woi

tion are an exquisite. emerald and

the Emperor Jehangir's dagger, encrusted  with

melled Kattar; Aurangzeh's jade dagger, (which
b wore when he ook the Goleonda Fort); Tana Shals jewelled sword; Au

nieh's plain
sword: Yaqut's illuminated Koran with the handwitings of Jehan

and Shah Jehan; Bilzad's
miniature masterpicees: Imad's calligraphy: Mughal enamel pieces, ineluding a wine cup. that

and a fine collection of rare jade picees, All these are on show in specially built
cabinets it a hurglar-proof room on the ground flsor. This is one of the most heautifully arranged

rooms in the museum. and is named the Jade Room,

st 1o bis jewellery, and jades, his Persian carpets are the most famous. Among these

are o dozen silk carpets, some
cloth of gold 21 fect |

ad: a paie of contury-old gold masnads; a magnificent

Jodes- (€ cpet. The sk carpets have  soom of their ovwn and.

e and Indian)

I the pictare gallery. there are o couple of Mughal miniatares from Shah Jehan's private
an exquisite miniature portrait of Aurangzch

al Princes and princesses. and a large number of

Delli- paintings. pieces. Out of six complete sets of Raga-Ragini

paintings, two sets, ane in the Deccani style and another in later Mughal style, are on the walls

A small collection of Kangra 1 paintings, is exhibited in two
In the Deccani Raom are exh

number of minatures. 1wo big scencs of
. Old Bidri

palle Tacquered Turnitare and screens and a couple of Warangal carpets

of Nz Khan, by his court painter, K. Venka

rmal and Baig
ur 1o 1his section,

nda and the other of Nataraja; ahout a dozen smaller fiaures of the Tamil

ambandar and Thirunay a dancin

: a1
arvati, and Vishi and Lakshmi. These occupy a vantage position near the big staircase

A

her fine collection in the Indian Room on the ground floor is the wood carver's art

tone mantapam al the Madura temple in wood: a boldly carved sereen

especiall i
1  copy o

and punka with figures of Hindu divinities, also from Madura: some elaborately carved old chairs
of the Duteh period from Cochin and C

M

wl. Fine Kashmir walnat teapoys.  cabinets,  chairs

lern Tndian art is represented by a dozen or more of Chughtai's
D. P. Royel
Buddhist theme on silk by Sarada Ukil, copies of the Golconda and Bijapur Kings by Sukumar

udry’s, one each of the great Tagore brothers, two Tong panels of Manishi Dey. a

r Deuskar and some works ol the younger aeisls

he Sino-Japanese section occupies ten large rooms on- the frst floor of the castern wing

of the old palace. Here 100 the collection is vast and varied. though not of much value. Much of

it is Nikko furniture from Japan, silk-embroidercd screens and needlework. Two lacquer cabinets

o camphor almirahs, two shapely pagodas

Tippu's Turban, Sword and ivory chairs



Tana Sh

Third. Tip

% Mughal Daggors
Top, Jahangir's; " Second, Shah Jahan's Kattar
Aurangzab's; Fourth

Third,

Vurjahan's Daggor

and inlaid screens. some old Sutsumas

nd adosen o more needle-pictures are the best art

abjeets in the Japancse rooms

he Chinese rooms are lterally crowcled wih

wbinets full of porcelain andivory works
dosens and doacns of larue: and medium stsed Vs, some o rare: aristic iestiand o he Ming
o few old

corpets and o large number of traditional

period: a heautiful bronze of Kwan Yin

s of furniture, screens, Celladon ware
intings. The r
have a distinet atmosphere of old classical Cathay (Ching)

ms are attractive and colourlul
of medieval Da Nippan (Japan)

arvings. tnlaid fusniture from Turkey

The adjoining rooms are devoted 1o Burn

Two Ainakhanas, or large and

e small. on the ground floor, were renovated at. great
o trouble: the small one

< with many coloured chandeliers and mother-of-pearl
furnflre, The BVied AR RIS (I876). a marble masterpicce, the piege

whole: collection. s inthis mirrorhall as it was originally placed by the

orted collection of Nalian marbles, big and small, surrounded
B85 1o of i sl o

110 the Jade Room. is a large narrow room containing the portaits of the Salar Jung
and furniture. Another long room contains Wedgwood poitery

ory with o lurgg

and Sheraton furniture. And arm,

<ome of fine. warkmanship.
of the Jade R
tion. “Two large halls, two big

coredor from here. leads

e rooms house o choi entative collection of Louis XIV

1 china, Weduwood ware, Seres, cut-glass pieces, Empire and

Turniture, Dresd

Furopean furiture. An intriguing stalue i wood. representing. Mephistopheles and

o dallers of Western paintings. Amongst the originals, we
Eurydice” by Watts, “Ariadne Aban

‘Catle in Repose” by Cooper, “Piazza

find “The Watchful Sentinel
doned by Ti
an Marco” by Canal,

s coutlof vducspe by Gonnbl ] @SS paintings
own Dutch, British, Malian and American arti
1 the old Masters include those of Rubens, Raphal, Botticelli, Titian, Velasquez

I these should appeal greatly 1o lovers of European art and prove a verlt

The last Sacra

by Mantannatio, st wandarilly wall it dves i S BEES MR UL

ise 1o arl students. Special mention must he made of two large

nd torchlight with admirable skill; o sl ‘6he) TTheStigroa DIk

uly about twa-thirds are on the w
rare sts of sultes of Louis XIV and XV
Empire, Sheraton, Chippendale. Heppelwhite, Queen Anne and Early Victortan, Nawab Salar

. Out of n vast collection of six hundred canv

In the way of hurniture. the collection includ

Jung's furniture colle must be one of the best in the world, both in quality and quantity

and they are Trom every country in the world, Over twenty varieties are on view in the museun
The collection of Sévres porceluin consists of large vases decorated for the most pat with

hunting scenes and conve unature of the painter. These, together

e in colour from a rich deep
cobalt blue, through & charming pink or rose colour down to @ pale greying blue: It may be

sales. was presented by Louis XV to Tippu Sultan of Mysore in |

The museun s proud of its exquisite Dresden porcelain, and as the marks shos, amongst

the better pieces arc some which date from the factory's carly days, namely 1750, Perhaps the

picce which will attract most attention is that of Count Bruhl's tailor riding upon a goat with all



the implements of b s, Coun, Bral, 1 may b

s at one time ovner of this great
the four-point candelabra. .

the dressing table and wall

s 1o note are
e o The fiy

in Wedgwood ware
I ancient it in the British Museam
This s the sepalehral, urn whie

verus and his m

or Sir Salar Jung | during his
which he was preseated with the Freedom of the City of Londan,
olden casket prosented 1o him on the o

English China Trom

atl, Bristol, el

b ster. Crown Derby

L

1 in the

allery of plaster cast
riyard s the Children’s

VeskaTaciatan,
it Adviser o Salur Jung Museum.

ol 4“\’\ Presented 1o Il E. Salar Jung, L
H ‘4 orporation u! the City of ’\H\’Lm U~ 0)
Fireworks (Mughal Miniature from Shah fahan

s Album)
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Somashanda—South Indian Bronze (18h contury)




Ragini Todi~(Deccani School)

Century)

Mughal (17th

rincoss on Horachack

A Mughal P
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Bibilis by W. Bouuereau

Orphée

1 Eurydice by G, . \Wagrs
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