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INTRODUCTION

The story of the development of metallic arms and armour in India forms an interesting
study. The prehistoric man in India produced hand-axes, choppers and arrow-heads, made
of stone, to protect himself from the external dangers. The stone was gradually replaced by
metals owmg to their durability and malleable quality. The excavations at Harappa and
Mohen-jo-daro have shown that the “arms and utensils of stone continued 10 be used side by
side with those of copper or bronze”'. The metallic blades of swords and daggers excavated
from the Indus Valley sites are datable to the 3rd millennium B.C.

A number of copper celts, harpoons, hooked spear-heads, antennae swords and daggers
found in hoards have been reported from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, West
Bengal, Orissa and Andhra Pradesh. Heine-Geldern, dating these weapons from approxi-
mately 1200 10 1000 B.C., aunbutes them (o the Aryans and other associated tribes who in-
vaded India®. B.B.lal has however, auributed the autlmrsh:p of thesc ‘copper hoards’ to
the ancestors of aboriginal proto-Australoids of India®. The Aryans, apart from their know-
ledge of copper, were also acquainted with iron before they entered India and there seems
to be no reason why they shnuld not have selected iron instead of pure copper to manufac-
ture their weapons and tools®. It is, therefore, more plausible 1o agree with Lal that the
aforesaid copper hoards belonged to the aboriginal proto-Australoids of India, represented
today by the Mundas and Santhal tribes.

There exists some sumilarity amongst the ‘antennae’ swords found in certamn parts of Iran
and India. As Banerjee puts it, “Antennae swords of a comparable shape have been found
in the Koban region of Upper Iran with a difference in that the hilt and handle are separate
pieces that have been joined subscquvmly, beside being of pldm cross-section as compared
to the ridged one of the Indian specimens and having a hole in addition. These are made of
bronze within India but outside the Ganga plain some have appcearcd also at Kallur in
Andhra Pradesh™.

The three ‘antennae’ swords, found from Kallur, are now exhibited in the State Museum,
Hyderabad®. The largest of the three swords (measuring: hilt 9.5 cm, blade length 85.0 ¢m,
blade width 6.5 ¢m) has an antennae hilt and a leaf-shaped blade tapering to the point. ‘The
blade is straight and double-edged with a mid-rib. The hilt and blade are made of one
single piece. Another sword (measuring: hilt 8.0 an, blade length 65.5 ¢m and hlade width
5.5 ¢mn) bears almost a similar description. But the third and the smallest one (measuring:
hilt 8.0 cm, blade length 57.0 ¢m, and blade width 4.5 cm) differs trom the above two speci-
mens. The blade, although double-edged, is spoon-shaped resembling a modern khanda.
Immediately below the hilt is a small hole which might have been used 10 insert a thread to
hang it with the waist. It has a mid-rib. These swords have been dated back to the Chal-
colithic Age,
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The classification of copper hoards in the Indian sub-continent shows that the ‘antennae’
swords and daggers have been recovered from Fatehgarh and Bithur in Uttar Pradesh, Kal-
lur in Deccan and Mehsana in Gujarat. A dagger with antennae hilt was found from Chan-
doli in Maharashtra. The blades of the above swords are straight and leaf-shaped with hilts
emerging out in “I” shape. It is somewhat surprising to note that the implements of ‘copper
hoard’ did not influence the later iron tools and weapons of the Aryans. The occurrence of
iron with the Painted Grey Ware has been noticed from the sites like Hastinapura, Alamgir-
pur, Kausambi and Ujjain in North India. There the objects made of iron are mainly the
spear-heads, arrow-heads and knives, etc. However, the swords and daggers do not com-
monly figure amongst the so far recovered iron objects of the early Iron Age in India.

1t will be interesting to examine the early Vedic literature to know about the Aryan stock
of arms an armour. There are numerous references in the Rigveda to ast which was a
powerful weapon for sacrificing the bulls into bits’. It must have therefore been a ritualistic
sword to be used in animal sacrifice. Similarly, the term svadhiti denotes to be an iron axe
used for the clearance of forests®. Thus the suadhiti must have been a very strong sword or
axe to produce hard strokes in cutting the trees and amimals. The blades of these swords
were made of iron. Another weapon, pavi was hard like the vajra and sharp like ishura
(razor)”. It was the favourite weapon of Indra and also of the gods Maruts. There are
references in the Rigveda 1o parashu (battle-axe), bana (arrow), dhanusa (bow), and khadga
(straight sword), etc. ‘The literary data thus indicates that the Aryans had a fairly advanced
knowledge of metallurgy.

Although the excavations of the early Aryan sites have yielded only a few specimens of
swords and daggers yet there are a good number of iron weapons which have come out of
the Megalithic sites of South India. The arrow-heads, adages, spears, choppers, daggers and
swords have been unearthed from Brahmagiri, Maski, Pochampad, Nagarjunakonda,
Yelleswaram and Paddabankur, etc. The three vary interesting swords were excavated from
the megalithic site of Adichanallur in Tamilnadu. All the three swords have long, straight,
spoon-shaped blades which can be considered as prototypes of the Indian khands. The
ordinary hilts of the three swords exhibit the earliest form of pommel and quillons which
had yet 10 be developed. Some of the early Nair Temple swords seem to have been
developed out of these briginal prototypes.

In the Iron Age, copper lost much of its significance. However, the sparing use of copper
lingered on for some time, probably to economise iron which was still a newly discovered-
and rare commodity. This point has adequately been made clear by the discovery of
‘Pochampad Daggers’ where the copper and iron are used side by side'®. 'The iron swords
from Adichanallur are of different pattern; here the tang of the blade was inserted into the
handle which was a separate piece of wood. The swords, daggers, knives, lances, battle-axes,
javelins, spear-heads and axes were manufactured in whole of South India. the most
striking improvement till then was an improvised handle or hilt. The battle-axes, axes and
adzes were provided with cross-straps to hold the handle firmly. The spear-heads and
arrow-heads are invariably found with sockets to fit into a handle. The noteworthy change
in the technique of manfacture of these arms presents a clear-cut departure from the earlier
tradition where antennae hilt, formed an inseparable part of the blade.
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Kautilaya in his Arthaédstra describes the three main varieties of swords, namely nistrimia,
mandalagra and asiyashti. The nistriméa, which denoted the standard length of 30 inches, does
not seem to be represented at Amaravatt whereas mandaligra, a sword with round tipped
blade, and asiyashfz, having a straight tipped blade, are found there. The blades of the
swords depicted at Amardvati exhibit a good variety. The blades with rouded tips look like
that of a khindd. The leaf-shaped tapering blades at Amaravati may be taken to be pagfds.
The sheaths with fastening straps and covering the blades are hanging at the left side of
warriors. The hilts of swords have either a circular or square pommel. But the shields
represented at Amaravati are in no way circular. They are either star-shaped or oblong.

Thus the plastic art of early historic period of India would suggest that the kkandad and
patta are indigenous types of Indian swords. The straight, leaf-shaped blade of Indian pafta
was subsequently modified into a spoon-shaped blade during the lawer half of Ist millenium
B.C. The blades, either with forward or backward curves representing modern talwir, had
not yet come into vogue.

The sculptural depiction of arms and armour in early Buddhist art at Bharhut, Bodhgaya
and Sanchi invariably exhibit short swords with straight and rounded tip blades. However,
the first clear-cut departure from the earlier form of Indian sword is found in the
stone carving of Ajanta and Ellora caves which exhibit a flowing forward curve of the blade.
According to Rawson, these miniature swords, carved in the rock cut caves of Ajantd and
Ellora, can be taken to be the precursors of Rajput sosunpatta''. Similarly, the forward curve
in the middle of the blades of some of the swords depicted at Ellord can be considered to be
prototypes of South Indian flamboyant sword. The swords and daggers of the subsequent
periods, such as adya katti sword of Tamilnadu, saildbd of Hyderabad kukari, kord and dao of
north-eastern regions might aiso fall under this very category'.

A detailed description of indigenous arms and armour of early medieval era of North
Indian history can be had from the literary treatise Prithvirdju Rase which throws adequate
light on the cultural ethos of Rajpat period. The names of Indian weapons mentioned in
the aforesaid treatise seem to be of Indian origin as many of them cease to occur in the
subsequent works of Islamic period of Indian history.

It is interesting to note that the names of weapons, as mentioned in the Prithvirdje Rasa,
are different from those given in the Ain-i-Akbari which was composed by Abul Fazl during
the reign of Mughal emperor Akbar. The arms and armour mentioned in the Prithvirgja
Rasé are more Sanskritised to suggest their indigenous origin. It is commonly known that
the armies of carly Islamic rulers, including the Mughals, initially carried Turkish, Central
Asian and Persian types of arms and armour. The blades of early lslamic swords and
daggers are long and curved whereas the Hindu swords inttially did not carry curved
blades. A study of arms and armour mentioned in the Prithvirgja Rasd would provide the
names of traditional weapons used in India prior to the spread of Islam.

No doubt, some of the terms like silah, stlahddra and zirah-bakhtar (armour), etc., which are
of Persian origin, also occur side by side in the text, which may be accounted for an alien
influence that had infiltrated into Indian vocabulary by the time the Prithvirdja Rase was
composed'®. At the same time the Ayudha Shila menuoned in the Prithvirdja Rais
should be taken as indigenous term for Indian arsenal. Apart from the variety of swords
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described in the Prithviraja Rasé, the other weapons such as the sang, (long iron lance), gurt
(club). jamadhara (a type of dagger), nézi (spear), ankusha (goad), parashu (battle—a:fe), katar
(dagger), kunta (spear), hari-hatha (bagha-nakha of the subsequent period), chhuri (knife),
gupii (sword-stick) and dhal (shield), etc., are also mentioned which were comrponly vsed in
the Rajput army. The officer-in-charge of cavalry is called as sahani. The variety of swords
mentioned therein are the khadga, tégha, lohatti, vaddhali (sharp-edged sword), dodhdra
(double-edged sword), nirdast (sword with watered blade), aniyari (dented sword), patté and
the South Indian kafti.

It 15 worth noting here that the famous Persian sword shamshir with a long, backward-
curved blade, which was commonly used in all lslamic countries, is not mentioned in the
Prithviraja Raso. Further, the names of the swords such as the khadga, tégha, vaddhali, nirdasi
(watered sword), aniyari (dented sword), pattd, katti and the daggers like jamadhara
(yamadhara), hari-hatha@, meaning thereby the lion's-paw (baghanakha of the subsequent
period) and the gupti (sword-stick with a concealed blade) are indigenous names referring
thereby 1o the traditional arms of India.

1t is beyond our scope to discuss the date of the Prithavirgja Rasi. Some scholars like
Mihmood Shirani do not consider it 10 be the contemporaneous of Prithaviraja, the Rajpiat
ruler of the Chauhan dynasty, for the simple reason that the aforesaid work also mentions
firc-arms. These scholars still believe that the fire-arms in lndia were first introduced by
Babur, the founder of the Mughal dynasty in India. 'FThis theory 1s not tenable today in view
of the posiive evidences brought out by a number of new discoveries. For example, the well
known Persian manuscript Futuh-us-Salatan, which was written during Bahamani period in
the Deccan provides ample evidence for the use of fire-arms in Deccan, during the rule of
Bahamani dynasty. Further, the Devasano Padi Kalpasitra, a manuscript datable to late 15th
century AD. and now preserved in the Devasand Pado Bhandar, shows muskets in one of
its illustegtions'”. The presence of muskets (hand-guns) in one of the paintings of the
aloresaid treatise leaves no room for doubt that the fire-arms were known to India in the
I15th century A.D., if not earlier.

The text of the Prithaviraje Rasi does contain some technical terms which are of Persian
and Arabic origin but that should not pose much difficulty in accepting its historicity. In
fact. the Muslim scholars like Al-Beruni had already come to India which had resulted in
great interaction between the Hindu and Islamic cultures. The author of the Prithavirdja
Raso himself admits it. It is, therefore, natural to find some Persian and Arabic impact on
the language used in this treatise. Whatever might be the case, one thing is certain that the
Prithavirdja Rasé can not be ascribed o the Mughal period and the arms and armour
mentioned therein speak of the traditional Indian weapons which were in use with the
Rajpit armies right from the early historic period.

With the advent of Islamic rule in India, the arms and armour underwent a significant
change. The innovative zeal of the Islamic rulers, easy availability of the best quality of steel,
the artistic excellence of the native craftsmen and the lavish use of gold, the precious and
semi-precious stones for ornamentation opened a new era in the development of Indian
arms and armour. Besides, the various Islamic forces, coming from the north-westerly
countries viz., Arabia, Persia, Turkey and Central Asia, had brought their own weapons
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which were ultimately adopted in India. The fusion of the divergent cultures produced a
brilliant synthesis in the manufacture of Indian arms and armour wherein new Islamic
weapons were, for the first time, introduced on Indian soit and the traditional Hindu arms
were also adapted and beautified t0 suit new requirements. The Persian sword shamshir,
Arabian dagger jambid and the hunting knife quma, etc., are mentioned in the early Islamic
chronicles of the pre-Mughal era. The Muslim forces, which depended mainly on the
extensive use of cavalry in the battle-field, found the Hindu kkanda, patta,sosun-patta swords
fitting to their needs and the same were adopted with certain modifications.

The Mughal emperors, however, attracted the best artisans from Persta, Central Asia and
Turkey who designed the most effective and beaudiful arms with utmost perfection. The
great Mughal emperor, Akbar, made further innovations and improvements in his arsenals
by introducing fresh mechanism and devices to equip himself with the latest and more
effective arms. Whereas he relied more on the effectiveness of the Persian sword, shamshir,
he laid equal emphasis on the use of Indian khdnda. No doubt, the Persian shamshir is
mentioned on the top of the list of arms in the Ain-i-Akbari showing its popularity with the
Muslim nobility, the nexi item o the list s Hindu kkdndd, the traditional double-edged
sword of India. The Ain-i-Akburi describes khdsa and kotal swords which were regularly kept
in the harem for the use of the Emperor. The khdsa and kotal, however, do not appear to be
the names of swords, they represent their quality, meaning thereby the specially
manufaciured swords for the use of the Emperor. The other indigenous weapons which
tind place in the Ain-i-Akbari, and so also in the Prithvirdj Rase, an earlier treatise, are the
gupti, sanang, jamadhara, baghanakha (hari-hatha), gurz and chhuri (knife), ete. It would further
suggest the continuity of some of the early Hindu arms in the Mughal army.

The well known inanutacturing centres of arms and armour 1in Incha during the Mughal
period were Lahore, Gujarat, Patiala in Punjab; Kotab and Bundi in Rajasthan; Gwalior in
Central India and Aurangabad in the Deccan. Of course, certain regions had developed
their own novelties. For examptle, the dhandad made in Orissa was very popular. Pafia, with a
highly polished rapier blade and a gauntlet hilt, was in extensive use with the Maratha
cavalry. The broad and curved sword, téghd, was tavoured equally by the Rajpat, Muslim
and Maratha soldiers,

It Soutn India too, new changes seem 0 have occured in the pattern and designs of arms
during the Vijayanagar period. They can be seen in numerous sculptural and pictorial
representations. Several new varieties of swords, such as the one with parallel-edge and
deeply double-curved blade which terminates in a divided fishtail tp and the other which s
straight for two-third of its length and then curved in a sickle-like section with fishtail up,
are often met in the sculptural art of the Viragal figures in whole of South India. The hilts
of the Deccani arms of earlier period were beaten out of wrought iron.

Besides these ne'\{ forms, improvement in earlier weapons was also anempted to. For
example, the hilt of Indian sword was provided with a knuckle-guard in order to protect the
warrior’s hand as well as 1o strengthen the grip. Thus the so called “Hindu basket hilt” with
inner padding, which later on became the favourite hilt of the Maratha swords, was a legacy
of the-Vijayanagar period. ‘The other notable achievement of this period was 16 provide a
pair of seatings which run down the face of the blade to which it is riveted. Thirdly, the
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pommel of hilt was surmounted by a long forward-curved spike which was intended f(?r
grasping with the left hand and making a two-handed blow. The swo_rds with the aforesaid
characteristics can be seen in a painted Ramayana, now preserved in the State Museum,
Hyderabad and which can be dated to the Vijayanagar period.

With the Sultins of the Deccan too the sword in its multiple forms remained a favourite
weapon for the army. Every soldier was expected to attain mastery in the use of sword in
battlefield and for that purpose a regular training was deemed necessary right from the
childhood. Ferishta, who wrote his chronicles in the Deccan, speaks eloguently of the
training in sword-fencing which was known as yekung. This art was initially practiced with
the help of sticks and later with the sword itself. As Ferishta says, “the practice of yekung
(single stick) was introduced in the reign of Ahmed Nizam Shih. In yekung-bd:zi the sword or
stick alone is uzed. In doung-bazi a shield and a sword or two swords are wielded, one in
each hand. The Maratha excelled in this exercise. The Mahomodans of the Deccan were
very experts in the use of sword, and particularly in single combat (yekung). They generaily
practise on foot and do not use lance from the horseback hence they are inferior cavalry
and their skill is of no avail when acting in masses as infantry, though in private quarrels,
and street contentions, they fight like lions.”'”

The most celebrated sword of the Deccan was asil. As the very name suggests, the sword
was made of pure steel and hence it was very flexible and reliable. Jahangir in his Memoirs,
the Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, speaks very high of the South Indian sword asi which could be bent
and straightened again. Jahangir has rated the malleable quality of asil with the best swords
ol Yaman. The asil sword, according to Egerton, is a slightly curved sword of watered steel
with two grooves. The Maratha soldiers always carried a pair of swords; one of them hard
tempered, consequently briule and very sharp. called Siroht, the other more tough and less
sharp, named asil.'®

There were several important centres in whole of the Deccan which manufactured variety
of arms and armour to meet the needs of the regular and irregular troops of the native
princes. Besides, arms were imported from Persia and other European markets also.
Vizidnagaram was an important centre which lay under the sway of the Marathas. During
the eighteenth century, the smiths of Viziinagaram produced a large number of typical
south-easterly weapons which are available in different museums of the world. The two
main types of the Marithi weapons i.e., heavy téghdé with a broad blade and the Indo-
Muslim type of hilt and the pattd, with long cut and thrust blade mounted with the gauntlet
hilt, were manufactured mainly at Vizianagaram. Another form of sword, kirach, where the
blade is slightly curved forward towards the tip and mounted with the Hindu basket hilt was
also manufactured at Vizianagaram'?,

Hyder Ali and Tippoo established factories at Serirangapatanam, Mysore, where iron was
smelted for the manufacture of swords and fire weapons. However, unrestricted import of
the foreign arms from Persia and other Furopean countries continued. A great emphasis
was laid on the ornamentation of arms by the skilled craftsmen of Serirangapatanam.
Tippoo, however, attached more importance to fire-arms, some of which were produced in
his own capital. He named his factories the Tara Mandal which were set at four places viz.,
Serirangapatanam, Mysore, Chital Durg and Hyder Nagar'®. Buchanan, while passing
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through Mysore, noticed five forges near Serirangapatanam where steel was prepared,
prmcnpally for export. It was used for the manufacture of stone cutters, sword-blades and
strings of musical instruments'®. Thus, Serirangapatanam was the famous centre for the
large production of fire-arms as well as the swords. The place was equally famous for the
ornamentation of sword hilts and gun barrels.

The Asaf jahi rulers of Hyderabad, who rose into a:formidable force during the 18th
century in the Deccan, were equally alive to the pressing needs of their troops. The French
traveller, Tavernier, who passed through Hyderabad during the middle of the seventeenth
century, writes, “the soldiers do not wear hangers or scimitars like the Persians but broad
swords like the switzers, as well for a thrust, as a blow, which they hang in a girdle. The
barrels of their muskets are stronger than ours, and much neater, for their iron is better,
and not so subject to break. Their cavalry carry bows and arrows, a buckler, and a battle-
axe, a head-piece and a jacket of mail that hangs down from the head-piece over the
shoulder.”?

The hard temper and brittleness of Indian blades, which were made of’ faulad, also
necessitated the import of European sword blades. Besides, the Indian blades with a deep
backward curve and outer edge were suitable only for cutting but not thrusting. The
Furopean blades which were straight and double-edged could be used for both. De
Thevenot has described the Indian sword in the following manner, “Their swords are four
fingers broad, very thick, and by consequence heavy; they are crooked a little, and cut only
on the convex side........ The swords made by the Indians are very brittle; but the English
furnish them with good ones brought from England,”.

Abdul Aziz has quoted a number of letters, including that of Muqarrab Khan who was the
Governor of Cambay, which were placed with East India Company for the supply of
Alemaini swords. Thus the European blades were in great demand at the beginning of 17th
century A.D. The two British ﬁrms viz., ‘Roe’ and the ‘John Company Traders’ supplied
good blades to the native princes*' . Egerton has described Aifmam qword ‘shaped like the
old German Hussar Sabro’ thereby meaning the old German sword””

In the beginning of the nineteenth century, there existed a gnod deal of vanety of
patterns of arms in the Silladari Regiments of the Hyderabad State as every Barghir or
trooper was asked to provide his own sword. In order to remove this anomaly, a city
workshop Madrasa-i-Sande was established in Hyderabad to supply umtorm swords and
daggers for the four cavalry regiments of the regular troops of Nizam?®. The other notable
arm producing centres in the Nizim’s dominions were Gudwal, Wana JJal’tl Kolapur, Nirmal,
Lingampalli, Yelgandel, Warangal, Umirchinta and Aurangabad Jagadeopur in the
Khammam District was, however, more famous for its highly ﬁnlshed blades. The
Konasamudram steel, which was used in the manufacture of such blades, was much prized.

Sword, being the main fighting weapon, was produced in almost all the above centres.
Their values varied from five or six rupees to five lhousand rupees for each sword,
depending upon the quality, history and tradition of the blade®”. The two main types of
swords wiz.,, Sirohi and asil were manufactured at ]agdeopur Apart from the above
mentioned local manufacturing centres, the fine variety of blades of swords i.e., Persian,
Magribi or Taledo and the Alemin or German were regularly imported from abroad.
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Besides swords, a good variety of other arms were also manufactured in Hyderabad State.
For instance, the saildp, jambia, kaiar, peshkabja, bank, spear and ma@riz were made at
Hyderabad, Gudwal, Warangal, Wanaparti and other places. The best lance-heads, spear-
heads and hunting knives were produced by famous Bodh Raj of Aurangabad. There are
numerous such specimens bearing the seal of Bodh Raj of Aurangabad in all important arm
collections of the Deccan,,

The collection of arms and armour in the Salar Jung Museum, Hyderabad, is probably
the largest and unique in the country on account of its rare quality and universal character.
The collection had acquired international fame even during 19th century A.D. Mrs. Burton,
who visited Hyderabad during the last quarter of 19th century, speaks eloquenty of the
armoury of Sir Salar Jung 1. The coliection 1oday comprises 1,236 arms datable from 14th
to 19th centuries A.D. 1t 1s not confined to India alone but it includes arms from countries
like England, Germany, Spain, ltaly, Turkey, Persia, China and Japan as well.

The collection of Indian arms and armour in this Museum, comprising specimens from
the northern and southern regions of the country, has a number of inscribed and historic
arms belonging to the rulers especially of the Mughal and the Qutb Shahi dynasties. The
Indian rulers whose names are inscribed on the swords and daggers are the Mughal
cmperors, Humayan (8/LVI-A teghd), Jahangir (seal of Naruddin 305/L.VI); Shah Jahan
(tabar 1IV/172): Aurangzéb (zafar takia Alamgir Padhsah Gazi, 304/X1L1X, khanda; 241/11V-
A 1111 H. and a jade handled dagger, patta); Bahadur Shah sword (306/XLIV), Muhammad
Shah Padshah Gazi (291/L1V-A) and the Qutb Shahi rulers, Abdulizh Qutb Shih along with
his monogram (303/XL.IX) and Sultan Abul Hasan Tana Shah. Besides the swords of Mir
Alam (55/1.1V-A shamshir 1200 A.H.); Mukhtar-ui-Mulk (280/L1V-A, 273/L1V), Raja Rao
Rambi Bahadur (aftabgiri 1256 A.H. 369/L.1V), who were the nobles of the Asaf Jahi court
of the ersiwhile Hyderabad State, are also included in the collection.

A good number of arms belonging o the European countries are in the collection. The
blades of the Indian swords were meant mainly for hatching and cuting. In view of the
hard temper and brittleness, 1ndian blades were found inferior to the European sword-
blades which were more flexible and could also be used for thrusting. Thus the European
blades, particularly the German blades, were in great demand in India at least from 1600
A.D. onwards. The two British firms, viz., ‘Roe’ and the ‘John Company Traders' supplied
good European blades to the native princes®.

Abdul Aziz has quoted a letter of Mugarrab Khin, the Governor of Cambay, to the East
India Company, ordering for the sup;’)ly of alemani blades or “crooked falchions with thick
backs and such as will not stand ben®””. It is thus evident that the Indian rulers were quite
cager to purchase European blades which were better suited for the use of cavalry.

Egerton in his Catalogue of Indian Arms and Armour has described one alemani sword
‘shaped like: the old Gérman Hussar Sabre’ used probably by Hyder's German cavalry.
Hawkins, an emissary of the East India Company, in the court of Jahangir, also mentions,
“Swords of Alemant blades with the hilts and scabbards set with diverse sorts of rich stones,
of the richest sort™". It would, thus appear that the native princes imported foreign sword-
blades from distant countries in a large quantity. There exist a good number of European
swords and sword-blades mounted with Indian hilts in the collection of the Salar Jung
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Museum. A sword with fine European blade, Solingen (57/LIV), is presently housed in the
collection. Another sword-blade (383/LIV), inscribed with the name of ‘Badham Pile and
Co. Limited, Rampard Row, Bombay’, 1s also available here.

The Persian swords and daggers in this collection are inscribed with the names of a
number of noted Persian swordsmiths. There are very few museums and private collections
in the world which have such a wide range of arms made by well known swordsiniths.
Among such masters Asad Allah Isfahini, the most prominent swordsmith of Persia, the
contemporary of Shah Abbas 1, is represented in almost all the major arms collection of the
world. The Salar Jung Museum possesses about a dozen swords inscribed with the name of
Asad Allah (149/L1V, 234/L1V, 274/L1V, 277/L1IV, 289/L1V, 279/L1V, 12%/LIV, 222/L1V,
226/L1V, 275/L1V, 224/L1V). There is, however, no similarity in the forms of swords and
even the writings on the blades, attributing them to be the bandiwork of Asad Allah and
dedicating them to the monarchs of the Safavid dynasty of Persia viz., Shah lsmiil, Shih
Abbas, Shah Safi and Shah Tahmasp, etc. The dates given in the inscriptions also vary. I
appears that the name of the master swordsmith Asad Allah was used by the subsequent
Persian cutlers even after his death to glority their pmducts

Abdullah Husaini, another Persian swordsmith, is also represented in the Salar Jung
Museum (282/LIV). The name of Ali Akbar is inscribed on the Turkish blade of a sword
satlaba (81/L1V). lle appears to be the contemporary of the Turkish ruler. Nasiruddin
Qajar. The date mentioned on the blade is 1290 H.

The name Muhammad Al-Misri, probably Egyptian by ongin, is also inscribed on one of
the swords in the Museum (40/1.1V). Besides, the name of Muhammad Hasan is also found
on the sword No. 286/LIV. The date mentioned therein is 1102 H. (equivalem to 1691 A.D.
wrongly deciphered by Mayor as 1274 H.) He seems o have worked for the Persian
monarch, Shah Abbas.

A very beautiful old shamshir is inscribed with the name of Hajji Sunghur (288/1.1V). He
seems to have worked during the last quarter of the 16th century. His swords are found in
many museums of the world. A sword (232/LIV) 15 inscribed with the name of Muhammad
Muqim Isfahani who was the son of Sadiq Isfahani, who worked during Shah Ismail’s reign.
The date mentioned therein is 1083 H. (equivalent to 1672 A.D.) A sword ﬂlgned under his
name is also found in the Mahiraja collection, of Jaipur. Another sword, signed by Ajam
Oghli (26/L1V), in the collection, has a parallel in the Benaki Museum, Athens.

There are two swords in the collection inscribed with the name of the famous Persian
swordsmith, Kalb Alt Isfahani (235/LIV and 237/[.1V). He seems to have worked for the
Persian rulers, Shah Abbas and Shah Safi. A sword (287/L1V) inscribed with the name of
Kalb Al is dedicated to Shah Safi. Another sword in the Salar Jung Museum (No. 255/1.1V)
is inscribed with the name of Kalb Ali Khurasini and the date mentioned is probably 1165
H. (?) His swords are found in various muscums and collections of the world, such as the
Victoria and Albert Museum, London, the Royal Armory, Stockholm, the Tower of
London, London, the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay, the Benaki Museum, Athens and
he Historisches Museum, Bern.

The two inscribed swords made by Kalb Ali and presently housed in the Tsarkoye Selo
Museum and the Wallace Collection, London, describe Kalb Ali 1sfahint, as the son of Asad
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Alzh Isfahini. Aliih Isfahani is said to have worked for Shah Abbas of Persia. However, in
one of the swords, preserved in the Salar Jung Museum, Hyderabad (255/L1V), Kalb Ali is
mentioned as Khurasiani and not Isfahidni which would probably mean that the family, after
the death of Asad Allah, had moved to Khurasan. Gulam Isfahini is also represented in the
collection by a sword (No. 7I/LIV). A Sword (233/LIV) is inscribed with the name of
Muhammad Hasan. The name of (Ra) Jab Tusi, said to have worked for Shiah Vilayat
Hussain (Safi}, is also found on one of the swords (231/L1IV).

There is quma made by Muhammad Hadi. A jambid made by Hadi (151/LIV-A) is also
housed in the Salar Jung Museum. Another quma is inscribed with the name of Ali Akbar
who is mentioned as gamtarin meaning humble, Another inscription attributes a dagger,
jambid (112/LIV-A) to Ali Akbar, the humble one.

Bagir seems to have made a gumd, presently housed in the Salar Jung Museum. Another
qumd was made by Abdullah who is stated to be the son of Amar Hajji. It is dated 1290 A H.
A yataghan inlaid with gold was made by Abdullah in 1225 A H. (1810 A.D.) which is now in
the collection of the Museum of Islamic Art, Cairo. Another guma, inscribed with the name
of Muhammad, is also housed in the Salar Jung Museum. The two daggers (11/L1V and 88/
1.1V), dated 1003 A.H. are also preserved in the Salar Jung Museum. The names of Osman
Hussain and Baqir are inscribed on some of the daggers housed in this Museum.

A Turkish sword (31/LIII) records the name of the workshop, Karkhana-i-Sharfi Khan
Wali, Daghistan where it was manfactured in 1112 A.H.

The enormous variety and collection of arms and armour in the Salar jung Museum
demands an explanation as how and from where Salar Jung 111 could procure these
masterpieces. It may be recalled that the armies of the Mughals always carried their arms
and armour during their conquests of Deccan. In fact the first Asaf Jah Nizamul Mulk was a
general of the Mughals and when he took over the Subédiri of Deccan he brought a large
army to Hyderabad which had earlier served under the Mughals. The soldires of this army
had their own arms and armour and they continued to use the same even after they had
settled in Deccan. This is how the Mughal and the Rajpiit arms were introduced in the
Deccan on a permanent basis. Besides the army of the last Nizam, Osmin Al Khin,
included contingents from distant parts of the country such as the Rijpiit regiment, Sikh
regiment, Gurkha regiment, etc., which carried arms and armour of their respective
regions, The Nizam’s army also included the Siddis and other foreign troops which brought
their own arms and armour.

There are also a very large number of arms and armour belonging to Hyder Ali and
Tipoo Sultin in the collection which were brought to Hyderabad as a part of loot by Mir
Alam who had commanded the army of the Nizim in the baule of Serirangapatam. Mir
Alam did not have a son and his property was inherited by an ancestor of Mir Yousuf Ali
Khan, Salar Jung 111, who married two daughters of Mir Alam. This is how we find such an
amazing variety of South Indian arms and armour in the collection of the Salar Jung
Mudseum.

In the present day world of nuclear arms and computerised missiles the arms and armour
forming part of museum collections have no relevance as tools of destruction or as
equipment of armies. Yet these visual clues add a new dimension and meaning to history.
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They recreate the ethos of the bygone days. Besides, quite a few of them can be treated as
excellent works of art.

Dr. G.N.Pant, the author of this catalogue, is a recognised authority on Indian arms and
armour having several authentic publications to his credit. He has taken considerable pains
in the preparation of this catalogue and I am really thankful to him. I am confident that this
catalogue will fulfil a long felt need and provide useful information about the arms and
armour in the collection of the Salar Jung Museum.
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CHAPTER 1

BOWS, ARROWS AND QUIVERS

ORIGIN

The origin of archery in India can be traced m the small and thin points which have
been discovered abundantly dunng the neolithic’ penod (circa 3000 B.C.). These thin,
leaf-shaped and triangular points of stone were hafted in bamboo or reed shaft. These
arrow-heads of stone were employed in war and chase for a considerable time tll they were
supplanted by the bronze and copper arrow-heads of the Harappan Culture which
flourished between 2350 B.C.—1700 B.C. The Hdrappan arrow-heads are thin, flat pieces of
copper with long narrow barbs and no tang®. These were inserted in a split bamboo or
wooden shaft. The shafts, overlapping the arrow-head, served as mid-ribs. The average
length of the Harappan arrow-head is 1.19 inches, breadth 0.64 inches and thickness 0.07
inches. All these are, more or less, of one type”.

DEVELOPMENT

Of all the weapons mentioned in the Vedic literature?, the bow and arrow are the most
applauded. The famous battle-hymn of the Rzgwda dL‘&Ll‘IbE‘S the warrior on his chariot®
armed with his bow and arrow, and dressed in armour, with a hand-guard called hastaghna
on the left arm to avoid the friction of the bowsmng No doubt, the Vedic bow was a very
simpie instrument made of bamboo, cane or wood®. It was mm‘?nsu] of a stout staff bent
into a curved shape and of 4 bowstring made of strip of cow-hide’.

Iron smelting, introduced in India around 1000 B.C., drastically transformed the deli-
cate copper and bronze arrow-heads into hard and sturdy ones, made of iron. The
Ramayana and the Mahabharata, the two epics of the 2nd-1st millennia B.C., teem with refer-
ences to the bow and arrow. Every knight of note was a distinguished archer, and the best
bowman invariably decided the fate of an armed engagement. Books exclusively devoted to
the science of archery, called Dhanurveda were composed, training cenires (gurukulas) were
opened, tournaments were organised,” fates of men and nations were decided. Four roles
were assigned to archery viz., war, defence, hunting and recreation. This was the age of the
elephant archery. On the back of each arimal, inside a howdak (elephant saddle), sat seven
warriors—two were archers, two carried lances, two were swordsmen and one carried the
goad.

In 326 B.C. Alexander, the Great, invaded India. The elephants, on which the Indians
relied most, were maimed by the arrows, axes and swords of the Greeks and the Indian foot-
and-elephant-archers were no match to the horse-archers of Macedonia. Indians were quick
to realise the use of horsc and thus dawned the era of horse archery. Later, in the st cen-
tury B.C,, the snrrups ' were mtroduced

In India, in every war recorded’’, either ancient or medieval’?, bows and arrows loom
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large. Bow was a weapon par excellence and the bowman constituted an invariable concomit-
ant of the army. When the Muslims invaded India in 711 A.D. they used fire-arrows
(napthd) which created havoc. Thereafter there was no looking back and throughout the
medieval period the bow was considered a weapon of precision and the effective use of it
was a fine art. The twang of the bow in the battle was heard for the last time in 1857 A.D.
when many of the Indian archers, though in vain, vehemently opposed the British artillery
and fire-arms.

BOW

Bow is the oldest, the most used and most widely distributed of projectile weapons. The
earliest Indian bow was a piece of wood tapering on both directions from the middle and
having the ends connected by a string shorter than the wood. The shaft of the bow is called
‘stave’ (danda), its outer side is ‘back’ (prastha), and inner side ‘belly’ (udara), the two curved
sides are ‘limbs’, the middle, the ‘grip’ and the ends the ‘tips’. The notches for the strings
are called ‘nocks’'®.

SIMPLE BOW

A bow made of a single piece of wood or cane or bamboo is called a ‘simple’ or ‘self
bow’. From the earliest time ull today such bows have been in use in India. These are very
easily available, are easy to make and very often are quite effective. The string in such bows
is permanently fixed on the both ends. The stave is saturated with oil and bent to the
required shape over fire. The string is then finally fixed. But this practice of keeping the
bow permanently strung is very detrimental to the cast of the bow.

HORN BOWS

Every horn bow is a composite bow. In making a bow of horn, whether of a pair of
horns or of a single large horn, like that of a buffalo, split up to make the two limbs, the
bow when made and unstrung would naturally take the shape of the horns when growing
on the animal’s head. The only way to get any spring from the bow is 1o bend it the reverse
way of the natural curve'?. A horn bow is made of three substances:

A. Horn, being a compressible material for the belly.
B. Wood, as a stiffener, specially for the centre, and for the ears.
C. Sinews, an efastic stretchable material for the back.

STEEL BOWS

The steel bow was not superior to the composite bow in range and cast still it was a
workable weapon and was popular throughout. If properly greased, a steel bow can be pre-
served for years and when needed put to immediate use. It required no repairs'®. The
recoil of metal bow is slow and the drawing of the string of such bow requires more power.
Such bows were not suitable for hunting or fishing nor were they found suitable for delicate
archery. 1t was useful for relatively short range use. The steel bow of Mughal Emperor
Shah Jahan (1628-1658 A.D.) is displayed in the Dogra Art Gallery, Jammu and that of
Bahadur Shah'®, the last ruler of Mughal Dynasty (dethroned 1857 A.D.), is in the Hermit-
age Museum, Leningrad, U.S.S.R.
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MEASUREMENT

Arrian'? the Greek historian, records that the Indian foot-archers, in the 4th century
B.C., carried a 5} feet long bow. This, the archer rested upon the ground, and pressing
against it his left foot, discharged the arrow having drawn the string far backwards. The
shaft was three yards long. These long bows were subsequently discarded since they were
unwieldy. The medieval bow, as a rule, was four feet long'®. The bamboo and hard wood
bows, still used by the aboriginal tribes, are five to six feet long.

GOOD AND BAD BOWS

Features of defective bows have been elucidated. According to the Dhanurvéda,'” a
defective bow may have an adverse effect, both physicaly and mentally, and was, therefore,
to be avoided. Very old and fragile; pierced, perforated, damaged or repaired; very heavy
or very light; burnt or knotted; having poor quality string; and inauspicious bows should
never be used. The bows recommended should have proportionatety curved limbs; a good
grip at the centre; a balanced weight (neither too heavy or oo light); some decoration,
inscription or ornamentation; a smooth, round and glossy string; an excelient draw weight;
the elasticity and auspiciousness.””

CROSS-BOW

Cross-bows called nalika were made of metal. Small arrows (‘bolis’ or nde or
ardha-nardcha) were used for this purpose. The total length of these tiny arrows is 6 inches
(4%" reed shaft + 13" head). One cross-bow is displayed in the Alwar Museum, Alwar, Rajas-
than and another in the Salar Jung Museum, Hyderabad.

PLETCHERS AND BOWYERS

'The fletchers (makers of arrows) and bowyers {makers of bows) were a separate guihds.
In the society bow and arrow making, together with the making of other arms and armour,
was well established and subjected 10 state control,?!

ARROW

PARTS—'The main parts of an arrow are (A} point or head (Srange), (B) shatt (shatva),
(C) nock (téjana), and (D) feathers (parnani)**. The head (or ‘pile’) was fastened 1o the
shaft®® in three ways: (1) by a tang which fitted into the end of the shaft, (2) it was notched
at the back and lashed to the shaft, (3) it had a metal socket that fitted over the end of the
shaft.

(A) Pomu

The shape of Indian arrow-head varies almost wilhuul limit. Some 1mportant types
were: broad-headed, circular-headed, cre:s.cn::nl—s]mpmi,‘e‘1 barbed, almond-shaped, tri-
dent-shaped, needle-shaped and so on. Each was meant for a specific purpose. For training,
practice or for killing birds the headless arrows (tukkdh) were employed.

(B) Shaft

The body of the arrow was known as ‘stele’ or ‘shaft’. Most arrows had cyclindrical
shaft, except when they were made of reed which always had a slight taper. There were
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arrows completely of metal and these were called nardcha.*

(C) Nock

The ‘nock’ or ‘notches’ were of two types; the ‘plug nock’ and the ‘splinter nock’. In the
plug nock the shaft- was cut to the appropriate length and the nock-end of the shaft was
tapered internally. The nock was then glued and inserted into the shaft. Then the whole
thing was bound fast by sinew. The plug nock was usually of bone, ivory or wood. In thé
second type two thing slivers or ‘splinters’ of wood were bound either side of the shaft.?®

(D) Feathers

The feathers were glued or tied to steady-its flight. The feathers of crow, swan, hawk,
goose, peacock, etc., have been recommended?’. The length of these feathers varied from
one to ten inches. In general it was three to five inches. The reed shaft was bifurcated a lit-
tle and the feathers were inserted into it, then glued and tied®®. ‘The number of feathers
used was from I to 5.

MEASUREMENT

The length of an arrow varied from 16 inches to 9 feet. In general it was half the
length of the bow. The average arrows measured 2 feet, 4 inches®”. Nine feet long arrows
were carried in large arrow bags which were hung from the elephant howddhs. These were
shot from long bows. The diameter of shaft ranged between } inch to nearly } inch. The
points were 5 to 6 inches long.

POISONED ARROWS

Arrows smeared with poison had been in use since the earliest days. The poison was cal-
led vajralepa® and the technique of applying it was phala-pdyana. Such arrow-heads, if
touched the body, killed the most formidable enemy. The arrows used by the aboriginal
tribes of India today are sometimes poisoned.

INSCRIBED ARROWS

Sometimes the shaft of an arrow bore the name of the archer inscribed upon it>'. The
first shot in the battle was an arrow embossed with the figure of Ganesha on the blade.
Many arrows of the 16th-17th centuries preserved in the armoury of Tanjore, Tamilnadu,
and those displayed in the Government Museum, Madras, are engraved with the owner's
name.

FIRE-ARROWS

Arrows having i%nited matter wrapped round their tips have been described in the
Ramayana **. Kautilya>® gives three different recipes for the preparation of fire-arrows. It
stresses the use of incendiarism in warfare. In the medieval period the Arab invaders used
napthé as inflammable agent on their arrows. These arrows were headed with hollow brass
balls perforated with three or four holes which were filled with inflammable composition.
Another device was the red-hot arrow-head. It was heated in small charcoal braziers and
was quickly shot®,
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CRESTING

Arrow cresting was known to the ancnent and medieval Indian fletchers. Painted arrows
are referred to in the Epics and other texts*®. Reed arrows were first lacquered and then
pmnted Points of the arrows were variously designed and some of them bore the impres-
sions of gods and goddesses. In its lowest form the Indian arrow was colourful and in its
highest it was a miniature work of art®®

RANGE

The distance which an arrow with reed shaft could traverse with force and efficacy was
about 120 yards. The range of the flight of an iron arrow was about 90 yards.

QUIVER

Quiver is a case in which the arrows are carried. These have been used in all times and
by all people who used bows. Many varieties were known®’

(1) Jaibih

It was a flat case, broad at the mouth, one side straight and the other sloping to a point,
provided with a strap for carrying over the shoulder. This held the bow as well as the
arrows hence the broad shape. One bow and 20 to 30 arrows could be kept in one jaibah.

(1I) Qirban

It was exclusively for bows and could carry three to six bows in one case. It did not con-
tain arrows. The bows were carried strung.

(11Y) Tarkash

1t carried only arrows. 25 to 50 arrows could be placed in each tarkash.

Roe writes that the bcst gift for and by a Mughal emperor would be an embroidered
bow, quiver and arrows®®. These quivers were made of goat’s skin or other soft skin, often
covered with cloth, silk or velvet decorated with applied metal work, sometimes set with
jewels.

! In case of the horse-archer the quiver was worn handily at his wrist which kept the
arrows to his hand and ready for instant withdrawal. Bow was carried, hung from the waist,
inside a girban, the opposite side to tarkash or jaibah.™®.

ARROW-HEAD EXTRACTOR

It was called paikdn-kash*®. This implement was used to extract the arrow-heads from
the body of the soldiers and was shaped like a pair of pliers®’.

The instrument used in drawing the arrows out of the quiver was arrow-puller or
tir-kash. It was shaped like an arrow, slightly bigger in size, and had a hook. With the help of
this hook the arrows were raised a little and then drawn out of the quiver with hand.

BRACER

It was a covering for the left arm to protect it from the recoil of the bowstrmg It was
worn a little above the left elbow. These were made of leather, silver, horn or ivory. It was
used only when the shooter was not in armour. The bracer was to fit as close to the arm as
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possible, so that no straps or edges could get in the way of the bowstring.
GOSHA-GIR

It was an item of the repairing kit~an implement for making good a warped bow-tip
and for holding the smng into a displaced notch. It could also be used to straighten the
middle portion of the bow™

SHOOTING GLOVE

This glove was used by the bowman for the protection of his fingers and consisted of
leathern finger-stalls sewn to corresspondmg straps. The leather of the glove was very thin
so that the archer could still ‘feel’ the string*

TIP AND TAB

Small leather pieces, known as tips**, were used to protect the finges while stringing.
Similar pieces were used at the bow-stave for the protection of the thumb and the upper
fingers from the constat friction of the arrow. Then there were ‘tabs’ made of two pieces of
leather sewn together, the portion which held the string being of horse-butt, and that
through which the finges passed, of a more supple kind of leather.

ARCHER’S RING

To prevent the flesh being torn by the bowstring a broad ring*® was worn on the right
thumb. Upon the inside of this ring, which projected half an inch, the string rested when
the bow was drawn, on the outside it was only half that breadth. In loosing the arrow, the
thymb was straighten which set the arrow free. These rings were made of any hard tough
material-metal, horn, bone, ivory, tortoise shell and many kinds of stones like jade, agate,
carnelian, crystal, etc. Jade, however, was the most popular.

CONCLUSION

It is commonly alleged that the introduction of the hand fire-arms proved a death knell
to the use of archery in war, and to certain extent it is true; but it was long time before even
the quality, much more the superiority, of fire-arms was acknowledged by the Indian war-
riors of the period. Quite six hundred years elapsed afier their introduction before the bow
was finally ousted in 1858 A.D., as the weapon of war. The tradition of Indian archery is
not altogether dead. We have a number of aboriginals who are using the bows and arrows
= for all purposes : war, sport, defence and use in day to day life. Their bows and arrows have
not undergone great material changes during these hundreds of years. Then there are a
handful of display-archers who can do wonders. Some of the feats performed are : passing
an arrow through a ring; hitting at two targets at diffeent places with two arrows shot
together: extinguishing a lighted candle by cutting its wick and so on. There are a few
gurukulas (schools) where archery is a part of their syllabus. In Vanasthali Vidyapitha, Rajas-
than, even the girls are given training in this science.
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DESCRIPTION
BOW

L137/LIV Cross-bow—The ivory shaft is fully engraved all over with floral, creeper,
animal and geometrical design. The stave of steel is attached on the top
surmounted by a steel cap. The string is missing and so also the cock. A
rare example. :

Provenance Europe
School European, probably French
Date Early 17th century
Total length 68.5 cm
Shaft 60.5 cm
2. 282/L1V Curved Bow—Made of one piece of steel with its nocks upturned. Two
pieces of horn (?) are riveted to form the grip. No decoration and n
string. '
Provenance Hyderabad
School East India Company School
Date 19th century
Total length 102.8 cm
Shaft 90.0 cm
3. 284/L1V Steel Bow—-The stave is curved, the outer side is curved and is made of two

separate pieces joined to a straight serrated steel grip. The outer surface
and the two nocks are damascened in gold; string modern.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date Late 18th century
Total length 102.0 cm
Stave 92.0 cm
String 84.0 cm
4. 288/L1V Steel Bow—"Two curved pieces of steel riveted to a plain grip of steel. The
pieces at nocks have been riveted separately. No string.
Provenance Hyderabad
School ' East India Company School
Date 19th century
Total length 97.2 cm
Stave 72.0 cm

5. 289/LIV Steel Bow—Two separate pieces of steel joined to a cylindn'cal grip of steel.
The two nocks and the grip are damascened in floral design in gold.

Modern string.
Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date Late 18th century
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6. 241/L1V

7. 273/L1V

8. 279/LIV

9. 291/LYV

10. 294/L1V

11. 297/LIV

Total length
Stave .
String

93

103.3 cm
95.0 cm
91.8 cm

Arrow-Shaft of reed; ivory knob; lower portion decorated; quadrangular

smatl point of steel.
Provenance

School

Date

Total length

Blade

Shaft

Hyderabad
Deccani
18th century
75.3 cm

3.5 cm

71.8 cm

Arrow-Same as No. 241/LIV; small triangular blade has a mid-rib on
both sides and a perforated design.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 76.3 cm
Blade 6.5 cm

Shaft 69.8 cm
Arrow-Same as No. 241/L1V; blade quadrangular.
Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 71.7 cm
Blade 7.5 cm

Shaft 64.2 cm

Arrow-Same as No. 241/LIV, quadrangular blade, wooden nock.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date 18th century

Total length 75.3 cm -
Blade 4.5 cm

Shaft 70.8 cm

Arrow—Same as No. 241/LIV, triangular flat blade with a mid-rib.
Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date _ 18th century

Total length 75.7 cm

Blade 4.0 cm

Shaft 65.2 cm

Arrow-Same as No. 241/LIV; quadrangular blade.

Provenance

Hyderabad
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12. 299/LIV

13. 300/L1V

14. 303/LIV

15, 308/L1V

16. 309/LIV
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School

Date

Total length
Blade

Shaft

Deccani
18th century
75.7 cm
10.5 cm
65.2 cm

Arrow—Same as No. 241/LIV. The blade is small, flat and shaped like a

leaf.
Provenance
School

Date

Total length
Blade

Shaft

Hyderabad
Deccani

18th century
76.4 cm

4.5 em

71.9 cm

Armow~Same as No. 241/LIV. The blade is comparatively longer,
leaf-shaped and has a mid-rib.

Provenance
School

Date

Total length
Blade

Shaft

Hyderabad
Deccani

18th century
76.0 cm

9.0 cm

67.0 cm

Arrow~Same as No. 241/LIV, blade is flat, leaf-shaped and one over the
other, giving the impression of two blades.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date 18th century
Total length 75.3 cm

Blade 7.5 cm

Shaft 67.8 cm
Arrow-Same as No. 241/L1V, small triangular blade.
Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date 18th century
Total length 73.6 cm

Blade 3.5 cm

Shaft 70.1 cm
Arrow-Same as No. 241/LIV; triangular blade.
Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccant

Date 18th century
Total length 75.9 cm

Blade 7.0 cm

Shaft 68.9 cm
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17. 314/L1V Arrow—Same as No. 241/L1V; triangular blade
Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Totg) length 74.6 cm
Blade 9.5 cm
Shaft 65.1 em
18. 317/LIV Arrow—Same as No. 241/L1V; blade quadrangular.
Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 76.0 cm
Blade 7.0 cm
Shaft 69.0 cm
19. 320/LIV Arrow—Same as No. 241/LIV. Blade is quadrangular and small.
Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 73.5 cm
Blade 4.5 cm
Shaft 69.0 cm
20. 330/L1V Arrow—Same as No. 241/LIV, flat triangular blade.
Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 75.3 cm
Blade 4.5 cm
Shaft 70.8 cm



CHAPTER 11

SWORD

ORIGIN'

The earliest swords date back to 2300 B.C.2 The dirks of Harappan Civilisation, made
of copper and bronze, are straight, double-edged, well-shaped and heavy for their sizes. On
an average they measure 15 inches in length and 0.4 inch in thickness. There are two rivet
holes at the junction of the tang and the blade. A stout medial-rib runs down the blade on
both sides. They weigh 2 pounds and were meant for slashing and not for thrusting. Mac-
kay opines that in India, Sumer and Palestine the short sword was used in or before 2500
B.C.:ut was derived from the dagger and had been invented in each of these countries inde-
pendently

Next in chronological order fall two dozen swords belonging to the Copper Hoard Cul-
ture datable to 2000 B.C. These are called “antennae” swords. These are long, tapering,
double-edged rapiers with a strong medial-rib. The hilt bifurcates like the antennae of an
insect, hence the name. The introduction of iron in India, around 1000 B.C,, brought a
boom and the sword and dagger making developed into an industry®. From that time
onwards India has been famous for its iron and steel and the swords and daggers made of
it.

Now gods and goddesses were tempted to adopt it as one of their attributes®. It was
commonly worn on left side, its presiding deity was Agni (Fire), it belonged to Rohini com-
munity and its first preceptor was Brahma himself. The best sword, according to the Brihdt- .
samhita of Varahamihir (5th century A.D.), measured 50 inches, the middle 46 inches and
the lowest 36 inches. A good sword was one which was long, light, sharp, tough and flexible.

In ancient and medieval India many centres supplying swords along with other arms
and armour to the royal arsenals (&yudhagaras) were opened and the swordsmiths (sikligars)
were busy making the blades arcund the year®. Those made in Lahore and Sind (now in
Pakistan) were famous for their durability, those of Delhi for lustre, of Agra for power in
felling, of Lucknow for delicacy and intricate designs, of Sirohi (Rajasthan) for watered steel
blades, of Alwar for sharpness, of Jaipur for damascening and of Deccan for heaviness.
Ceremonial, ritual and curious swords were made all over the country.’

A new grammalogue evolved. The raising of the sword was the declaration of war and
lowering it down or putting it back in the sheath before an enemy was the acknowledgement
of defeat; throwing it on the ground was a challange and kissing it and making some
announcement was the highest kind of honour and promise. The sword was never taken
out of sheath without reason and if done inadvertantly, the wearer was supposed to cut one
of his left fingers, put one drop of his own blood on the edge of the blade before it was
slided back into the scabbard. A sword was tied around the waist of the newly recruited sol-
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dier by the commanding officer and the same was taken away from the one dismissed. The
sword, when broken into two, indicated somebody’s death. Before proceeding on war and
soon after it was over, the sword used therein was adored®.

Twenty-two manoeuvres of sword fight called mandalas (movements) included winding
the sword above or over the foe; guarding by a false movement; approaching, touching,
forcing the foe to the ground, twisting to one side or the other, blow on exposed part, flash-
ing quick passes, and sheathing.

. A warrior fighting on the front need only 10 send his personal sword inscribed with his
name upon its blade or hilt and his marriage was solemnised hundred miles away at his vil-
lage with his bride. For winning a princess in open contest many tests were prescribed, and
one of them was swords duel like those fought by the knights of the medieval Europe. A
swordsman was to fight another swordsman and not an archer or a clubman or a spearman
least it should be an unequal fight.

In Akbar's time the price of a sword ranged from half a rupee to fifteen muharas® but
in his treasury was a sword which was brought from Ahmadnagar and cost as much as one
hundred thousand rupees.

The Gurkha khukari, the Mughal shamshir, the Hindu talwdr, the Maratha patta, the Sikh
kripdna, the Rajput khindd, the Assamese ddo are all the variants of sword.

The hilts of the swords were abundantly decorated. Sometimes the pommel itself was
shaped like the head of a horse, a ram, an elephant, a2 hound catching a hare, a’lion fighting
an elephant, etc. These show how cleverly their shapes were utilised for various decorative
patterns and motifs. Every possible material i.e., wood, bone, ivory, precious and semi-pre-
cious stones, gold, silver and other metals, etc., was used in the decoration of the hilts,

Inscriptions, designs, hunting scenes, talismanic signs, figures of gods and goddesses,
etc., found on the blade warranted the sincerity of the artistic effect. Enamelling, damascen-
ing in gold and silver, repoussé, filigree, engraving, embossing, jewelling and other ornamen-
tations were applied on the hilts, on the sheaths and its mounts, on the waist-belts holding
the sword and on the sword-knots, bags and other accessories of sword.

With the arrival of the Mughals and later the British the fire-arms became more and
more popular which ultimately supplanted the Indian sword. The last time it flashed was in
1857 A.D., in the First War of Independence, and then was sheathed for good.

Even today this weapon is held in high esteem by the heroic clans of the kshatriyas, the
Rajputs, the Gurkhas, the Sikhs, the Marathas and others who ceremoniously worship the
power bestowed upon this weapon on festive occasions. It has thus been glorified in the
Sharangadhar Paddhati, “1 salute thee O Sword! thou art the auspicious thing in the world
and art meant for general welfare. Thou protect the kings, the wealth, the amimals, the
men and all that is worth protecting. Now it is my turn, protect me too from all evils”.

PARTS

A sword has three main divisions : (1) hilt, (ii) blade, and (iii) sheath. The hilt (gabzah)
has several parts. The uppermost part, sha‘)ed like a bud, is called ‘tang button’ (mogra)
after which is disc-shaped ‘pommel’ (kator?),'® followed in succession by oval-shaped ‘grip’
(pitald), a bow like ‘knuckle guard’ on one side only, two quillons,’’ each projecting from
the cross-guard and two ‘langets’ (narahé), one on each side (upper and lower). The blade’s -
uppermost part is the rectangular flat piece called ‘tang’, followed by a ‘ricasso’ (a
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square-shaped space left blunt to save the fingers from being cut), cutting ‘edge’, thick ‘back’
(opposite the sharp edge), ‘grooves’ (channels on the blade} and ‘tip’ (the lowermost part).
The sheath has ‘upper’, ‘middle’ and ‘lower’ fittings. -

CLASSIFICATION
Some main types are:
1.  Adi Sword

These are used by the aboriginal tribes called Adis of North-eastern India hence the
name. Such swords are straight and single-edged. The blade is narrower at the hilt, broader
at the lower end and is chisel-shaped. These are kept in wooden sheaths and slung from a
belt made of mithum hide'Z,

2. Aradam

The sword having serrated blade on one side live that of a saw is called drapushta (aré =
saw) and the one having serrated edges on both sides is called aradam.

3. Ayda Katti

It has a broad, heavy, single-edged blade very much wide at the end than at hilt and
sharp on the concave side. The hilt of horn, wood or ivory, has no guard but has a
kite-shaped pommel'®, It was very popular with the Moplahs of Coorg (Malabar) and was
also used in Mysore (now Karnataka)'?.

4. Belt Sword

The National Museum, New Delhi, has a sword whose blade is so flexible that it can
easily be worn as a belt round the waist'”.

5. Dae

Most of the aboriginal tribes of North-eastern India use ths weapon. It has a straight,
heavy, square-ended, chisel-edged blade, narrowest at the hilt!®. This serves both the
domestic as well as martial purpose. The average length varies from 2 to 3 feet. These are
carried in wooden cases, one side of which is open”.

6. Dhap

It has a broad, straight, long, double-edged blade and is generally made of flexible bur-
nished steel'®. It has a large padded basket hilt with spiked pommel. This was very popular
among the Marathas and the rulers of Deccan'®. It was generally 4 to 5 feet long.

7. Firangi

It was a cut-and-thrust, straight-bladed sword®®. The blade, tapering towards the point,
was strengthened at the forte. The basket hilt was padded and decorated with silver and
gold work. Its average length was 3§ feet and it was the favourite sword of the Marathas®',
When the edges were serrated it was called firang-kat{i (i.e., serrated).
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8. Khandd

It is one of the ¢ldest and most typical of Indian swords. It has a broad, straight blade,
widening towards the point which is quite blunt. It has a strengthening plate on the back for
a considerable part of its length®2, The hilt has a broad plate-guard and wide knuckle-guard

which joins the large] round pommel. The pommel has a curved spike®®. It was extremely
popular in Orissa and Central India and was a favourite weapon of the Rajputs.

9, Kilij

It was a Turkish sabre adopted by the Sultans of Delhi during 13th-14th centuries. Its
blade is broad, short and curved. The curvature of the back stops at ten inches from the
point, the blade then widens out abruptly and extends to the point nearly in a straight line
with a sharp edge on the back. The hilt is shaped like a pistol**, The kilij, carried in a
wooden sheath with two sling loops®®, was hung in front of the wearer with the edge
upwards by a complicated harness of cords®®.

10. Kord

It is the battle-sabre of the Gurkhas also used, even today, for the decapitation of ani-
mals in religious ceremonies®’. It has a very heavy, single-edged blade, sharp on the concave
side, much incurved and widening greatly at the end which terminates in two curves®. It is
carried in a sheath?®.

11. Nair Swords

A number of swords preserved in the temples of South India are commonly known as
Nair temple swords®®. They have sickle-shaped, I.-shaped, crescent-shaped,
spear-head-shaped blades, usually 27 inches long. The iron hilt is generally 5} inches long,
the hollow pommel contains small metal balls which make jingling sound when the weapon
is wielded®':

12. Patta

It was the most favoured weapon of the Marathas. It has a long, flexible, regularly tap-
ering, str:aight steel blade, always double-edged®. The gauntlet hilt covers the arm almost to
the elbow>. It was mainly used by the cavaliers who could use it as a lance as well. The
blade is attached to the gauntlet hilt by a pair of seatings which run down the face of the
blade, on both sides, for a few inches, and to which it is riveted®. The blade measures 3%
feet while the gauntlet hilt about one foot, three inches®.

13. Ram Dao

Mainly a sacrificial sword, it is very widely distributed in Northern India and Nepal. 1t
has a broad, massive, heavy, blade terminating into an axe-like projection®®. A human eye is
incised on the blade. The.handle of ebony (10 inches) has collars of brass at the top and the
base; total length 2} feet on an average.

14. Shamshir

It is a cutting weapon with a perfect curve for the drawcut. The blade is very fine, nar-
row and thick generally of Damascus® steel®®. The pistol-shaped hilts*® are simple and light
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with a single cross-guard with a pommel projecting at one side*®. The most valuable swords
are those manufactured by Asad Ullah and his pupil Zaman of Isphahan. The shamshir was
carried, edge down, hung from the left side of the waist-belt by two slings. It was the most
preferred weapon of the Mughals.

15.  Sosun-patia

Literally ‘lily leaf’, it has a kopis—bladed form. The Maratha sosun-pa¢ia has basket type
hilt similar to the one found on firangi or khanda*'; the Mughal sosun-pau(i“*’ has a blade
with a smoothly recurvd edge and the Hindu sesun-pattd has a talwdar hilt. It is, however, the
blade which distinguishes this weapon.

16. Talwar

It is the commonest sword from the cheapest to the most costly ones**. The hilt consists
of a short tang button, disc pommel, oval grip, short heavy quillons, and small langets. It
may or may not have knuckle-guard. The invariably curved blades vary enormously in size,
curvature and quality.

_ 17.  Saif

It was an Indo-Arab sword. It has slightly curved broad blade with a peculiarly hooked
pommel. It is carried in front, slung from two rings fastened to opposite sides of a broad
band around the scabbard. The wooden sheath covered with embossed black leather is gen-
erally mounted with silver fittings. Hilts were sometime of horn.

18. Dha

It is the national sword of Burma, also used in north-eastern India. It has a guardless
hilt and a slightly curved, single-edged blade. Both the blade and the hilt are frequently
ornamented. the former with inlaying and the latter with carving of wood or ivory, or with a
coverig of chased or embossed metal. The wooden sheaths, often partly or entirely covered
with silver, have a heavy cord wound round them and fastened with a knot that leaves a
loop that can be passed over the shoulder. The blades are of full lengths from a few inches
1o a couple of feet. As a rule they have long points but occassionally they are square-ended.

19.  Ndgan

Literally a ‘female serpent’. The sword having a zig-zag blade and terminating into the
hood of a snake is called the serpentine sword or ndgan. It was never sheathed. It was
intended to cut the armour but it was not found suitable hence abandoned in the late 17th
century A.D. '

20. Tegha

It has a broad, curved blade and the hilt like that of 2 talwdr. The main distinction bet-
ween a talwdr and teghd is the width of the blade; the latter has a broader blade. Some of the
teghdas were very broad and heavy and were wielded by both the hands.

21.  Zulfikar
It is a curved sword with a bifurcated point and saw-like edges. On one side the blade
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is completely serrated while on the other side it is serrated only at the lower end. The blade
bears a big hole and the lower end looks like a beaked bird. The hilt has disc-like pommel,
cylindrical grip, knuckle-guard and long langets which are riveted to it. It was never
sheathed.

22. Yataghan

It is a Turkish sabre with an incurved blade. The hilt has no guard and the pommel
spreads out in large wings. The blades are generally etched with verses from the holy Qurén.
The tang is flat and the two pieces, generally of ivory, forming the grip, are riveted to it.
The wooden sheaths covered with leather have no sling loops, being carried thrust through
the belt.

25%. Pulouar

It is a curved sword, generally of watered steel blade. The quillons droop downwards
and have enlarged, pierced and fretted ends. The pommel is a pierced covered ball sur-
mounted by a cone. The ecusson and grip are generaly chiselled. The source of pulouar is
not traceable and its later manifestations in India cannot be connected with any continuous
tradition. The only precedent for the form appears in certain early Arab swords.

24.  Kirach

It was a rapier specially designed for thrusting and is generally provided with a more or
less elaborate guard. The blade is long, about three feet, and elastic. The kirach first appears
in the sculptures at Nagarjunkonda (Ist century A.D.) in the panel illustrating “the lady
Amara and the four wise men”. It became popular with the arrival of the Briush in India.

25.  Saldpa

It is a sword with a crutch hilt or a disc-pommel with a projecting arm to serve as a
hand rest. The hilt has short quillons swelling at the end and moulded knuckle-guard. The
most distinguishing feature is the flauended bar that runs from the pommel cap at right
angles to the grip.

26. Patitsa

It is a South Indian sword with a straight double-edged, broad biade, widest near the
point. The hilt is attached to the blade by steel seatings running almost upto the middle of
the blade on both the sides to which it is riveted. The distinguishing feature is the hilt which
has a round pommel, cylindrical grip and drooping quillons.

RILT

The hilt, if of metal, was cast. The hilts of khukari, ddo and koré were mostly of horn or
wood. Every region has its own speciality. Thus we have Udaipuri, Bikaneri, Delhishahi, etc.,
hilts named after the places of their origin. The iron hilts were often delicately fashioned,
thickly overlaid with gold plates or damascened in gold and silver wires. Hilts of one piece
of jade, ivory, precious or semi-precious stones are also available. For fixing the hilt, the
tang of the sword was inserted into the hollow part of the hilt and glued*. Hilt is a definite
landmark in allocating the place of origin and date to a sword or a dagger and also helps in
its classification.
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SHEATH

A sword or a dagger is encased in a sheath*®. No pre-or-protohistoric sheath has sur-
vived*®. The earliest mention is in the Kathaka Samhitdé (2nd millennium B.C.) which records
a sheath (vdvri) to which a belt (vala) was attached*’. The sheath was generally made of
wood?®® covered with leather, velvet, silk, cotton or metal. Purely metallic sheaths were also
made*®. A sheath was generally adorned with (i) a muknal i.e., a metal case fitted to the open
mouth of the sheath, (ii) bichnal, middle fitting, (iii) tehnal, chape or a cap of gold, silver jade
or ivory fitted at the tip, (iv) belts and straps which were fastened round the waist or hung
over the shoulder, (v} galtani, a small loop of leather of zari attached to one side of the muhnal
and was fastened to one of the quillons to avoid the sheath falling down, and (vi) gawdsant, a
clothbag in which the scabbarded-sword or dagger was kept, when not in use.

CONCLUSION

Innumerable varieties of swords, displayed in the museums of India speak very highly
of the craft of the smiths who produced such ornamented, embellished, inscribed or damas-
cened swords that some of them are the works of fine art. The swords studded with jewels
reveal that there was a time when these weapons were held in the highest esteem, almost
revered like a deity, and there was nothing superior to it. On festive occasions the sword is
worshipped even today.
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10. In order to balance the blade and make it easier to wield the sword a counterbalance was fitted
at the opposite end of the grip known as pommel. Early pommels were often just as flat metal
washers, but soon acquired a certain decorative quality with such details as animal's heads.

11. The greater majority of quillons on Indian sword are quite straight but some were made which
curved slightly towards tie blade and some had even very pronounced downward curves.

12.  The value of an ‘Adi’ sword is assessed on the basis of the numbers of the welding lines
marked on the blade. The ‘Adis’ make their own sword. The price of one such sword today ranges
from Rs. 400 to 800 ¢f., G.N. Pant, Studies in Indian Weapons and Warfare (New Delhi, 1970), pp.
261-62, fig. on page 262.

13. It was generally worn unsheathed upon the back (though rarely the sheaths are also available)
being passed through a flattened brass ring with a spike projecting from its centre (called todunga),
which was attached to a belt fastening by massive silver chains in front.

14. The maximum length of this weapon was 24 inches and the minimum 18 inches; the blade
ranged between 14 to 17 inches; the width of the blade was 1% to 3} (from the thinnest to the widest
part) to 11 to 54 inches, ¢f., W. Egerton, op. cit., pp. 82-83 Nos. 109-128.

15. There is a stud on the hilt and a hole near the tip of the blade; while using it as a beit the stud
is fixed into the hole.

16. The hilt is of a very simple shape, without a guard and with no distinct pommel. It is usually
made of wood, bamboo being considered the best, but sometimes of ivory, occasionally very well
carved.

17. The dao is mostly held with blade down and the holder (sheath) is tied to the belt around the
waist, cf., Sachin Roy, Aspects of Padm Minyong Culture (Shillong, 1960).

18.  Dhup was considered an emblem of sovereignty and high dignity, and was, therefore, displayed
on state occasions, being carried in a gorgeous velvet covering by a man who held it before his mas-
ter.

19. Many of the Deccan rulers have been painted holding dhip. This kind of sword was conferred
as a distinction upon successful soldiers, great nobles or court favourites. Akbar is reported. to have
received one dhip as gift from Deccan, vide, Abdul Aziz, Arms and Jewellery of the Indian Moghuls (La-
hore, 1947), pp. 7 and 35.

20. The word firangi literally means ‘the Portuguese’ since this sword was introduced by them in
India and was later successfully adopted by the Marathas. The blades were either imported from
Europe by the Portuguese or made in imitation of them. The blades generally bear inscriptions.

21. This was chiefly used by the swordsmen of cavalry since its length allowed it to be used as a
piercing weapon as well.

22. The blades were reinforced with narrow fretted strips of steel running down the length of the
reverse edge from the root of the blade. In this way some of its elasticity and stiffness is gone 2 d
the sword has become a little heavy yet the reinforcement compensates for the loss.

28.  This spike acted as a guard for the arm, and for a grip for the left hand when making a
two-handed stroke. It was also used as a hand-rest when the sword was sheathed.

24. The hilt is pistol-shaped with two pieces of horn, bone, ivory, wood, metal or stone being fas-
tened to the flat tang. The guard is a straight and slim cross-bar with balls or acorns on the ends.

25. The curve of the blade is such that the back of the scabbard at the top must be opened in
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order to admit it. The opening is often closed by a spring or a hinged plate.

26. Most of the killifs bear inscriptions, sometimes on both the sides of the blade. Sheaths arc usu-
ally stamped. The average length of the blade was 30 inches. The hilts were sometimes studded with
jewels or semi-precious stones,

27. It has a 28 inches long blade with 6 inches long grip. The form of the blade with its forward
sweeping curve and massive tip has affinities with the weapons of other east Indian hill people such
as the dao of Assam.

28. Inscribed kords are unknown and those damascened in gold and silver are absolutely rare. The
average length of the hilt is from 3 to 5 inches and that of the blade from 19 to 24 inches. The total
lengtlyis about 2 feet, 5 inches.

29. The sheaths are of two kinds. The commoner is a wide scabbard into which the blade can be
slipped; the other is shaped to fit the blade and buttons down the back. The sheaths are sometimes
covered with velvet and are fitted with chapes and lockets of pierced and chased silver. Two kords
with such sheaths are preserved in the collection of King Frederik VI, National Museum, Copenhagen
vide, P.S. Rawson, Indian Sword (Copenhagen, 1967), reprinted (London, 1968), p. 106, plate 41.

30. These are of much lighter oonstruction and were not used as war swords but, no doubt, follow
. forms reminiscent of the forms of the old fighting swords. These swords are used in various domes-
tic and public ceremonies of Niir (a caste name) of Kerala. Being flexible, the sword vibrates for a
long time, and their jingles, both attached to the edges of the blade and in the hollows of the pom-
mels, are shaken during procession.

31. Two examples are in the Victoria and Albert Museum, London. Both were produced in Mad-
ras in the 18th century. The one in the National Museum, New Delhi, has 27 inches blade and 5}
inches hilt and its blade is shaped like English letter ‘L.

82. Itis a typical Indian gauntet sword and seems to have evolved from jamadhar. For details see
G.N. Pant, Indian Arms and Armour, vol. 11 (New Delhi, 1980), pp. 60-65, figs. 96-107.

33. These pattds were invented by the Marathas in the West Deccan and were later diffused by
them into the areas which they penetrated. The use of the internal padding in the hilt, to reinforce
the grip and reduce the shock of the blows, was a Maratha invention and it is mostly found in the
areas 'of the Maratha influence. '

34. The gauntlet covers the arm almost to the elbow, and has an iron strap hinged to the upper
end that goes around the arm. The grip is at right angles to the blade. This gauntlet deprives a man
of the use of his wrist and would be a very awkward weapon for fencing, and is mainly used by the
cavalry. It is wiclded directly by the strong muscles of the fore and upper arm, and not through the
wrist. ¢f., G.C. Stone, A Glossary of the Construction, Decoration and Use of Arms and Armor, reprinted
(New York, 1961), pp. 485-6, fig. 619.

35. A number of paftds are in the National Museum, New Dethi; Salar Jung Museum, Hyderabad;
Archaeological- Museum, Alwar (Rajasthan); Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay; Sawai Man Singh 11
Museum, Jaipur, etc.

36. In many of the temples at Bengal, Assam and Nepal the Radm ddos are kept which are com-
monly the gift of the pious donors who record their piety in inscriptions on the blade. The animals
sacrificed are goat and sheep in Bengal; buffalo in Nepal and hen, dove and other birds in Assam.

37. This is a purely Persian sword generally made of Indian Steel which was exported from India
in the form of cake and the same was converted into the swords and daggers at Damascus, Iran and
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other places. This Indian steel (wootz) is commonly known as Damascus steel.

38. The blades are engraved with the names of the maker or owner and the date. The quality of a
shamshir is judged on the basis of its watered steel.

39. The grip and the pommel of the hilt are covered with two pices of elephant or walrus ivory,
jade, horn or other matérial. The tip bears a steel cap damascened in gold. The quillons are long
and slender and terminate into small studs.

40. The earliest appearance of a shamshir is in a Persian manuscript called Jami-at-Tawdrikh of
1306 A.D. belonging to the Asiatic Society, London. In India it was introduced by Babur in 1526
A.D.

4]1. The three distinguishing features of a Maratha sosun-pafta are(i) recurved blade, (ii) reinforce-
ment of the reverse edge, and (iii) basket hilt. The blade is generally 29 inches long and the hilt 4
inches long.

42. In the National Museum, New Delhi, is displayed the personal sosun-patta of Aurangzeb. It has
a flat knuckle-guard and the name of the Emperor is engraved on the blade in low relief.

43. It is a class name for Indian sabre and practically all the curved swords are included in it
Technically it stands for the swords which have a curved blade and a typical hilt. These are broader
than the shamshir and less curved. The blade may or may not have the zauhar (watered steel) but it
invariably has a ricasso. The distinguishing feature is the hilt which is peculiar to talwdr.

44. Some hilts were fitted with a safety loop of leather or zari, known as ‘sword knot’. The hand
was slipped through the loop to grip the hilt and should the weapon be slipped from the hand it
remained dangling from the wrist.

45. The Vajasanéyt Samhitd (2nd millennium B.C., XXX. 14) refers to a female scabbard-maker cal-
led Roshakdrini.

46. The first depiction of a sheath in art is on a fragment of stone sculpture from Bharhut (2nd
century B.C.), now in the Mathura Museum, Mathura, U.P. The sword, here, is inside a sheath and
is suspended at the left side of the soldier by a single strap.

47. Kathaka Samhitd, XV. 4; Maitrayani Samhita, 11.6.5. In the Jaimuniya Upanisada Brahamana,
111.139, it is called asidhara (i.¢., ‘sword container’).

48. The Indian woods preferred for making of the sheath are oak, pine, sewén, halwa and adisd.
The sheaths of oak are costly. Those of mango, pine or halwd are very common but these are
exposed to white ants. Sewdn wood is durable, tough, smooth and light.

49. The sheaths were, as a rule, highly embellished. Those of leather were embossed or carved
and of metal were enamelled or gold and silver plated. The sheath fittings were invariably
ornamented. The sheaths owned by the royal personages were studded with jewels. A North Indian
sword of the 13th century in the National Museum, New Delhi, reproduced by G.N. Pant, op. .,
(1980), vol. 11, pl.1, has a silver sheath and is tastefully enamelled all over.
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22. 26/LIV

23. 321.1V,A

24. 33/LIV-A
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SHAMSHIR

Shamshir—Curved blade with grooves on both sides. The inscription
engraved on the blade records Muhammad Sahéb and date 1215 A.H. The
pistol-shaped grip is covered with two pieces of horn and a plain steel
cap; the guard below is of steel and inscribed on both sides with the ver-
ses from the holy Quran in Arabic (Naskh style). Wooden sheath is
covered with faded green velvet and has upper, middle and lower fittings
of steel.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 1215 A .H.
Total length 90.6 cm
Blade 71.0 cm
Hilc 19.6 cm

Shamshir—Curved shamshir blade of Damascus steel having grooves on
both sides. The blade is inscribed; on one side it has an animal engraved
with inscription in bands which reads Banda Shah Vilayath Abbdsi, Banda
Shah Vildyath Isfahani, Bandd Shah Vilayath Hanafi. On the other side the
names of Allah are inscribed in Nastaliq script and Arabic language. The
hilt is damascened in gold in floral and creeper design. The wooden
sheath, covered with faded yellow velvet, has a chape ornamented in the
style of the hilt.

Provenance North India

School Mughal

Date Mid. 17th century
Total length 91.9 cm

Blade 75.7 cm

Hilt 16.2 cm

Shamshir—Curved sword of Damascus steel inscribed on one side of the
blade; steel hilt is covered with two sides of stag horn and is wrapped
with steel wires. The steel cap and the guard on both the sides bear
inscriptions. Wooden sheath is covered with damaged brown leather and
has upper and middle mountings inscribed on both sides in relief. The
gold damascened chape belongs to some other sheath.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Early 17th century
Total length 99.0 cn

Blade 84.5 cm

Hilt 14.5 cm

Shamshir—Curved blade of watered steel. The back edge is inscribed from

- top to bottom. The hilt of Damascus steel also bears inscription on both
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sides of the guard and on two sides of its cap. Hilt is covered with two
pieces of walrus ivory. Wooden sheath is covered with black leather and
has upper and middle fittings inscribed in gold on both sides. Chape is

missing.

Proyenance North India
School Mughal
Date 17th century
Total length 97.6 cm
Blade 82.2 cm

Hilt 154 cm.

25. 34/LIV-A  Shamshii—Curved blade of Damascus steel bearing four grooves on the
side of the back edge. The quillons of the guard are comparatively
longer. The steel hilt, pistol-shaped, is covered with two pieces of ivory.
The steel portion of the hilt is damascened in floral design in gold.
Wooden sheath, covered with black leather, has a silver chape.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date Late 18th century
Total length 99.9 cm

Blade 83.5 cm

Hilt 16.4 cm

26. 35/LVI Nimcha Shamshir-Single-edged on one side and double-edged at the
lower end. The blade has two grooves. The hilt is similar to No.33-LVIA
and is ornamented in zarbuland technique in gold. The damaged wooden
sheath is encased with badly faded velvet and has a brass chape.

Provenance Delhi

School Late Mughal

Date Early 18th century
Total length 87.4 cm

Blade 71.5 cm

Hilt 15.9 xm.

27. 58/L1V Shamshir—-Indo-Turkish shamshir, plain, evenly curved blade; pis-
tol-grip-shaped hilt of horn has a globular pommel through which passes
a sword-knot of a silver zari. The side of the hilt have engraved silver
plate. The hilt is damaged. The wooden sheath, covered with black
leather, is encased with very long metallic chape and muhnéal. A loop is
attached at the muhnal. Two additional loops, along with the metallic fit-
tings, are on the sides of the sheath through which the sword belt was

passed.

Provenance North-west India
School Mughal

Date 16th century
Total length 93.7 cm

Blade 78.2 vin
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28. 70/L1V-A

29. 71/LIV-A

30. 72/LIV-A

81. 160/LIV-A
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Hilt 15.5 cm

Shamshir-Curved shamshir blade, watered steel is not visible. The inscrip-
tion in Arabic reads Asddulldh Isfahdni. The talwdr hilt of Rajput style is
fitted to it which bears bitf design in gold all over. The wooden sheath is
covered with modern saffron coloured velvet and a chape of some other
sheath.

Provenance Deccan

School Mughal impact
Date Late 17th century
Total length 97.6 cm

Blade 80.0 cm

Hilt : 17.6 cm

Shamshir--Curved shamshir blade of very good quality bearing on one side
an inscription which reads Amal-i-Gulam Isfahani in Nastiliq script in Per-
sian language. The Mughal hilt is gold-plated and then engraved with
poppy design. The wooden sheath is covered with orange coloured velvet
of later date but has an original chape ornamented in the style of the hilt.
Provenance Agra

School  Mughal
Date Jahangir period (1605-1627 A.D.)
Total length 99.1 cm
Blade 83.0 cm
Hilt 16.1 cm

_Shamshir~Blade is coloured, jauhar not visible. Pistol-shaped hilt of steel is

covered with two pieces of horn and is fitted with two oval-shaped (one
missing) piece of mother of pearls. Steel grip, steel guard and the cap
were first gold-plated and then engraved. The two quillons and two
langets are like the claws of the tiger. The modern sheath is covered with
piece of moulded metal. Sheath is of copper which was first gold-plated
then engraved with the design of the bunches of grapes and grape vine
all over. '

Provenance Deccan

School " Made to order
Date Early 19th century
Total length 97.7 cm

Blade . 77.7 cm

Hilt 20.0 cm

Shamshir—Curved blade of watered steel with a false edge which had been
made at a later stage. On one side it bears a talismanic sign in a square
and an inscription in gold. Another inscription was got inscribed on the
other side of the blade at a later date. On the ricasso are engraved some
design. The steel hilt, inscribed all over, is covered with two pieces of

_ivory and a steel cap. Modern sheath has upper and middle mountings
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32. 123/L1IV-A

338. 146/L1V-A

34. 149/LIV-A
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inscribed on both sides in the style of the hilt. The gold damascened
chape belongs to some other sheath.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Daté 17th century
Total length 95.9 cm
Blade 80.2 ecm
Hilt 15.7cm

Shamshir~Curved shamshir blade fitted with Delhishahi hilt. The blade is
inscribed in gold Bandé Shah Vildyath Abbas, 1102 A.H., Amal-i-Asadullah
Isfahani. It also bears talisman. The watered steel of the blade is not
clearly visible. The hilt is profuely damascened in floral design in gold.
The wooden sheath is covered with black leather. The name of the smith
is Asidullah of Isfahan. The sword is dedicated to Bandi Shah Vilayath
Ismaiil. The verses are in Arabic.

Provenance Deccan

School Mughal impact
Date 1202 A.H.
Total length 101.2 cm
Blade 85.4 cm

Hilt 15.8 cm

Shamshir—Curved blade, jauhar not visible, talwar hilt has its pommel ter-
minating into a mythical creature. The two quillons similarly terminate
into the mythical anitnals. The hilt of steel is enamelled with floral,
creeper and bud design. Damaged wooden sheath is covered with a zari
cloth and has a muhnal and a tehndl enamelled in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Rajasthan

School Rajput

Date Late 18th century
Total length 95.8 cm

Blade 79.5 cm

Hilt 16.3 cm

Shamshir—Curved blade of watered steel with two inscriptions in gold on
one side of the blade. Steel hilt is covered with two pieces of ivory. The
steel part of the pistol-shaped hilt bears traces of gold work. Wooden
sheath, covered with black leather, has upper and middle fittings
inscribed on both sides; the chape is missing.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 99.0 cm
Blade 83.1 cm

Hilt 159 cm
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35. 172/L.IV-A

36. 223/L1V-A

37. 224/LIV-A

38. 225/LIV-A
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Shamshir—Curved blade of watered steel, inscribed in gold on both sides.
On one side the blade is inscribed from the top to the three-fourth of its
length and records the names of Allah in Arabic in Nastiliq seript. The
other half inscription on the same side of the blade is in Pushta in gold.
On the other side is recorded MaskallGh.  Pistol-hilt-shaped grip is
covered with two pieces of mother of pearls (one broken). Wooden
sheath is covered with black leather and has long muknal, long tehndl and
two small middle fittings—all of Damascus steel and damascened in gold.

Provenance Deccan

School Mughal style
Date Late 17th century
Total length 98.5 cm

Blade 82.3 cm

Hilt 16.2 cm

Shamshir—Curved shamshir, jauhar invisible; blade inscribed in gold in
Arabic language and reads Amal-i-Asddullah Isfahani. The sword was man-
ufactured for Sarkar Mir Fateh All Khan. The Delhishdahi hilt is profusely
damascened in gold in floral and creeper design. The wooden sheath is
covered with black leather.

Provenance Deccan

School Mughal impct

Date Closing years of the 17th century
Total length 98.1 cm

Blade 81,2 cm

Hilt 16.9 cm

Shamshir—Curved shamshir blade, jauhar invisible. The inscription on the
blade records the name of Asidulldh. It was manufactured for Banda
Shah Vilayath Osman. The Delhishahi hilt is profusely ornamented in
gold damascening in floral and creeper design and has a knuckle-guard.
The wooden sheath is covered with black leather and is fitted with a muh-
nal and a tehndl, both in perforated silver.

Provenance Deccan

School Mughal impact
Date Late 17th century
Total length 92.3 cm

Blade 76.5 cm

Hilt 15.8 cm

Shamshir-Blade of Damascus steel bearing a royal umbrella and an in-
scription Jahangir in Arabic. The Delhishdhi hilt is profusely embellished
with floral and creeper design. The wooden sheath is fitted with red vel-

vet of later date and a chape (original) ornamented in the style of the hilt.
Provenance Agra

School Mughal
Date Jahangir period (1605-1627 A.D.)
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39. 226/L1V-A -

40. 227/LIV-A

41. 230/LIV-A

42. 231/L1V-A
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Total length 90.8 cm
Blade 74.5 cm
Hilt 16.3 cm

Shamshir—Curved shamshir blade, jauhar not visible. It is engraved with the
inscriptions in Arabic and Urdu which read: Amal-i-Asadulléh Khurashant
(dedicated to) Banda Shah Vilayth Abbasi, Ismail and Safi. The Delhishdhi
hilt is ornamented with floral work in gold damascening in zarbuland
style. The damaged wooden sheath is covered with faded green velvet

.and has chape ornamented in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Deccan

School Mughal impact
Date Late 17th century
Total length 100.0 cm

Blade 82.2 cm

Hile 178 cm

Shamshir—Curved shamshir blade with Quranic verses in gold in Arabic.
Blade is fitted with a Delhishahi hilt which is profusely embellished with
poppy flower design in gold. The wooden sheath is covered with faded
yellow velvet having a chape ornamented in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date Mid. 17th century
Total length 94.5 cm

Blade 78.3 cm

Hilt 16.2 cm

Shamshir—~Blade of Damascus steel bearing an inscription in gold in
Arabic saying Y& Ali. The Mughal hilt is delicately embellishad with
tehnishan and zarbuland (combined) workmanship in gold in floral design.
The wooden sheath is covered with black velvet of later date and has a
chape of perforated silver of some other scabbard.

Provenance Hyderabd

School Deccani

Date Closing years of the 17th century
Total length 91.3 cm

Blade 74.6 cm

Hilt 16.7 cm

Shamshir—Curved blade fitted with a talwér hilt. The blade bears an
inscription in gold Amal-i-Gharnin amal-i Qusyar Jubbé Tusi lakhaté jigar
Shah Vilayath Hussain. The smith Ousyar Jubbé Tasi manufactured this
sword and dedicated it to Shah Vilayat Hussain, The Delkishahi hilt is
profusely embellished with gold in floral design in tehnishan style. It has a
knuckle-guard. The wooden sheath covered with black valvet carries a
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chape. Two silver rings are attached to the sheath.

Provenance Deccan
School Mughal
Period _ 18th century
Total length 97.2 cm
Blade 80.2 cm
Hilt 17.0 cm

Shamshir-Blade fitted to a talwér hilt; evenly curved blade of fine watered
steel bears inscriptions in Nastiliq script and Arabic language along with
an umbrella mark, inscription reads Yak Fmam Bdgir Adrik mé meaning
‘sustain me Oh Imam, Baqir’. The name of the maker and the date 1083
A H. is also given. The Delhishdhi hilt of steel is decorated with floral and
creeper design against green enamelled base. The modern sheath bears
original long chape ornamented in the style of the hilt. Maker’s name is
given as Muhammad-bin-Shah Isfahani.

Provenance Delhi or Jaipur
School Mughal

Date 1083 A.H.
Total length 90.4 cm

Blade 73.4 cm

Hilt 17.0 cm

Shamshir—Curved blade of watered steel bearing a talismanic sign in a
square and two inscriptions engraved on one side of the blade. The blade
has one groove and one depression on the back edge. The solid silver pis-
tol-shaped hilt is engraved with floral design all over. The quillons and
the langets show perfortated design. Wooden sheath is covered with
faded green velvet and has upper, middle and lower fittings of silver
chased with frond design.

Provenance Gujarat

School Western Indian School
Date 18th century

Total length 96.4 cm

Blade 81.6 cm

Hiit 14.8 cm

Shamshir—Curved blade of Damascus steel with one deep groove on each
side. On one side of the blade is engraved Amal-i-Asadullah. Pistol-shaped
hilt is covered with two pieces of walrus ivory and has a steel cap which is
inscribed and records a verse from the holy Qurdn. The guard of steel is
engraved in relief on both sides and bears verses from the holy Qurdn.
Wooden sheath is covered with black velvet, has one upper and one
lower fitting of steel; both of them are engraved in relief with Nad-i-Ali.
The chape is missing.

Provenance Delhi or Jaipur

School Mughal
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Date Mid 17th century
Total length 101.8 cm
Blade 86.8 cm
Hile 15.0 cm

Shamshir—Curved shamshir blade with talwar hilt. The blade bears an
Arabic inscription. The name of the smith is Kalb-i-Ali of Isfahin and
the sword is dedicated to Banda Shah Vilayath Safi and is dated 1108
A H. The Delhishihi hilt bears traces of gold damascening. The original
wooden sheath is fitted with modern saffron coloured velvet but its chape
bearing gold damascened work,is original.

Provenance Deccan

School Mughal impact
Date 1108 A.H.
Total length 94.7 cm

Blade 78.4 cm

Hile 16.3 cm

Shamshir—Curved blade with a false edge at lower end. Damascus blade.
On one side an inscription is damascened in gold and a monogram
depicts a lion; some floral work is engraved near ricasso. The back edge
bears a depression which gives the impression of sosun-paita Wooden
sheath is covered with black leather and has upper, middle and lower
mountings in perforated style. Pistol-shaped hilt is gold-plated and deco-
rated with floral design.

Provenance Gujarat

School Western Indian School
Date Late 17th century
Total length 103.1 cm

Blade 87.6 cm

Hilt 155 cm

Shamshir—Watered steel blade bearing an tnscription in gold damascening;
pistol-shaped grip of steel is fitted with two pieces of walrus ivory sur-
mounted with a steel cap. The steel guard bears inscription damascened
in gold on both sides. The wooden sheath, covered with black leather,
has geometrical design embossed upon it. The long chape of Damascus
steel has its borders damascened in gold.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Early 17th century
Total length 97.5 cm

Blade 82.0 cm

Hilt 15.5 cm

Shamshir—-Curved sword of watered steel; pistol-shaped hilt of steel is
covered with two pieces of ivory engraved with floral design. Steel cap
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and both sides of the guard carry inscriptions in high relief; the wooden
sheath is covered with black leather; its upper and middle mountings are
inscribed on both sides; chape is missing.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Early 17th century
Total length 100.3 ¢cm

Blade 86.3 cm

Hilt 14.0 cm

Shamshir—Curved blade of watered steel; hilt covered with two pieces of
damaged walrus ivory. The steel cap surmounting the pistol-shaped hilt
and the guard below are enamelled in green and blue with the figure of a
fish on one side. Wooden sheath, covered with black leather, has upper,
middle and lower fittings engraved and enamelled.

Provenance Jaipur
School Rajput

Date 18th century
Total length 95.7 cm
Blade 80.5 cm

Hile 15.2 cm

Shamshir—Curved blade of watered steel; hilt covered with two pieces of
walrus ivory. The cap of the pistol-shaped hilt and its guard below are
enamelled. Modern sheath has original upper, middie and lower mount-
ings, similarly enamelled.

Provenance Jaipur
School Rajput

Date 18th century
Total length 91.8 cm
Blade 76.0 cm

Hile 15.8 cm

Shamshir—Curved blade of Damascus steel with an inscription engraved
on one side; pistol-shaped hilt of steel is encased with two pieces of wal-
rus ivory. The steel cap and the guard below are damascened in gold.
Sheath modern.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Late 17th century
Total length 92.1 cm

Blade 77.2 cm

Hilt 14.9 cm

Shamshir—Curved blade of watered steel of very good quality. On cne side
it bears an inscription in gold in Persian which reads Amal-i-Asadullah Isfa-



SWORD

54. 279/L1V-A

55, 285/LIV-A

56. 287/LIV-A

45

han. The steel hilt is embossed with beautiful design chiselled out of the
hilt itself. The wooden sheath has a maroon velvet which is fitted with an
original chape, cut out of the steel, in the style of the hilt. The muhnal is
missing. The hilt and the chape are of very special interest.

Provenance Agra

School Mughal

Date Jahangir period (1605-1627 A.D.)
Total length 101.5 cm

Blade "84.6 cm

Hile 16.9 cm

Shamshir-Blade of watered steel bearing inscription in gold and the date
which reads Amal-i-Asaduliah Isfahani Banda Shah Vilayath Abbas 1052 A.H.
The Delhishahi steel hilt is chiselled with curvilinear design all over. The

- wooden sheath covered with brown leather has a long chape ornamented

in the style of the hilt.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date 1052 A H.
Total length 95.9 cm
Blade 80.2 cm
Hilt 15.7 cm

Shamshir—In the style of teghd made of Damascus steel blade. It is
single-edged on one side and double-edged at the lower end. One side of
the blade is profusely embellished from top to 3/4th of the blade and car-
ries inscription in zarbuland gold damasening. Some of the verses are
from the holy Quran and the remaining says “lives of the brave is pro-
tected by the drawn sword” and “the heaven is under the shadow of the
sword”. The shamshir hilt of jade is ornamented with gold. The wooden
sheath is covered with shagreen leather and is fitted with upper, lower
and two middle fittings; all these four fittings are damascened in zarbu-
land style in floral and creeper design in gold.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Early 18th century
Total length 100.4 cm

Blade 84.8 cm

Hilt 15.6 cm

Shamshir—Curved blade of watered steel bearing an inscription damas-
cened in gold; pistol-shaped hilt has two ivory cheeks and a steel cap. Hilt
is damascened in gold. Sheath modern.

Provenance North India
School Mughal :
Date Early 17th century

Total length 98.0 cm
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Blade 82.3 cm
Hilt _ 15.7 cm

Shamshir-Curved blade of Damascus steel inscribed on one side with
dots; steel hilt is covered with two pieces of walrus ivory and is covered
with a steel cap which is also inscribed. The bands of the steel grip are
engraved with animal figures. Wooden sheath is covered with faded
brown velvet and has upper and middle fitting inscribed with illegible
inscription in gold. The chape is of some other sheath.

Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date Mid. 17th century

Total length 102.5 ¢cm

Blade 86.8 cm

Hilt 15.7 cm
TALWAR

Talwadr—Nimchd talwdr, curved blade, single-edged from the beginning
and double-edged at the lower end. Delhishahi hilt is decorated with gold
in floral design. The wooden sheath, covered with the red faded velvet,
has a gold damascened chape. The other fittings of the sheath are mis-

sing.

Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date Hilt-early 17th century; Blade-18th
century

Total length 87.7 cm

Blade 72.3 em

Hilt 15.4 cm

Talwdr—Curved blade with a false edge at the lower endv Mughal hilt is
damascened in gold all over with floral and creeper design in tehnishdn
style. Wooden sheath is covered with faded green velvct and has a chape
ornamented in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad
Schootl Deccani

Date Late 17th century
Total length 92.4 cm

Blade 76.3 cm

Hile 16.1 cm

Talwdr-Single-edged traight blade, double-edged at the lower end. Mug-
hal hit with a buckle at the top and a knuckle-guard is damascened all
over in gold in floral and creeper design. Sheath modern with original
chape ornamented in the style of the hilt.
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School ’ Deccani
Date Late 18th century
Total length 106.5 cm
Blade - 88.8cm
Hilt - 17.7 cm

Talwdr—Straight blade single-edged on one side and double-edged at the
lower end. Maratha hilt damascened in gold in floral design with
knuckle-guard. The wooden sheath is covered with shagreen leather.

Provenance Maharashtra
School Maratha
Date 17th century
Total length 107.7 cm
Blade 91.0 cm

Hilt 16.7

Talwar-Double-edged straight plain blade. The Shah Jahani hilt with a
knuckle-guard is profusely damascened in floral and creeper design in
gold. The hilt has perforated plates on the quillons and a buckle at the
pommel. The wooden sheath, covered with black leather, has a gold
damascened chape.

Provenance Maharashtra
School Maratha

Date Late 18th century
Totat length 100.8 cm

Blade . 82.5cm

Hile 18.83 cm

Talwar-Single-edged from the top and double-edged at the lower end;
blade plain with some punch marks. The Delhishdhi hilt has globular
pommel and a knuckle-guard. The entire hilt is damascened in gold in
floral design. Wooden sheath with yellow velvet has a gold damascened

chape.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Late 18th century
Total length 107.4 cm

Blade - 90.5 cm

Hile 16.9 cm

Talwar-Straight, single-edged blade with a false edge on the lower side.
Usual heavy hilt with a buckle is damascened all over in gold in floral and
creeper design. Sheath modern with an original chape.

Provenance Rajasthan
School _ Rajput
Date Late 18th century

Total length 97.9 cm
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Blade 78.5 cm
Hile _ 19.4 cm

Talwar-Plain curved blade with a false edge at the lower end, on one...nde
is an umbrella damascened in gold. The Mughal hilt is ornamented in
gold damascening in floral and creeper design in zarbuland and tehnishan

' (combined) style. The Wooden sheath is covered with black leather and

has a chape of perforated silver of some other sheath.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 17th céntury
Total length 92.1 cm
Blade 75.3 cm

Hilt 16.8 cm

Talwar-Single-edged with a false edge at the lower one, back side chased.
Mughal hilt has a circular pommel; an oval grip, short quillons and short
langets. Wooden sheath, covered with shagreen leather, has tzhnal and
muhndl damascened in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Deccan '

School Blade European, hilt and sheath of
Mughal style produced in Deccan

Date Late 18th century

Total length 102.5 cm

Blade 85.9 cm

Hile 16.6 cm

Talwar-Curved blade, single-edged on the convex side and double-edged
at the lower end. On one side of the blade are engraved two stamps read-
ing: Kdrigar Hasan Ali and Hussain Ali. Usual talwdr hilt is damascened in
two kinds of gold in floral and creeper design. Modern sheath has orig-
inal chape damascened like the hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date ¢ 1700 A.D.
Total length 90.0 cm
Blade 74.6 cm
Hilt 15.4 cm

Talwér-Straight, smgle-cdged flexible blade, double-edged at the lower
end. Usual talwdr hilt is damascened in gold all over inscribed with Per-
sian inscriptions which read: Shdh-e-Mandan Sher-e-Yaudhdn Kuwate Parwar
Digar Lafata illah Alf la Saifa Zulfikdr and verses from the holy Qurdn.
Wooden sheath, covered with black leather, has a chape in the style of
the hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad
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School Deccan
Date¢ 18th century
Total length 104.5 cm
Blade 87.5 cm
Hilt -~ 17.0 cm

Talwar-Straight, single-edged blade, double-edged at the lower end. The
part near the back edge has motf daudatft design consisting of steel balls
inserted into the slits. There are four parts and in each of them 18 to 20
steel balls are inserted. On one side of the blade the impression of a
crown and some illigible inscrtiption are seen. Solid silver hilt of one
piece terminates into a figure at its pommel; the eyes of the figure are
studded with some semi-precious stones.

Provenance Mysore (Karnataka)
School South India

Date ¢ 1790 A.D.

Total length 79.8 cm

Blade 65.5 cm

Hilt 14.6 cm

Talwdr-Curved shamshir blade of watered steel; on one side is damas-
cened an umbrella in gold. Usual talwér hilt along with its buckle is
damascened all over in gold in floral and creeper design in fehnishan
style. Wooden sheath, covered with green faded velvet has a chape
ornamented in the style of the hilt.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Mid. 17th century
Total length 97.4 cm

Blade 81.3 cm

Hilt 16.1 cm

Talwar-Curved, single-edged blade of Damascus steel. Usual talwér hilt
has a perforated buckle, a saucer pommel with its rim curved upwards,
oval grip, quillons with dome-shaped tops and triangular langets. Entire
hilt is covered with thick gold layer and engraved with sunflower in oval
panels. Wooden sheath, covered with faded green velvet, has a chape
ornamented in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date Mid. 17th century
Total length 102.2 ¢cm

Blade 83.6 cm

Hilt 18.6 cm

Talwér—Shamshir blade fitted to a talwdr hilt with a knuckle-guard. The
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hilt is profusely ornamented with gold work in low relief. Sheath mod-
ern.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccant
Date 18th century
Total length 108.3 cm
Blade 90.2 cm

Hilt 18.1 cm

Talwdr-Curved blade with a false edge. Two grooves and one flower are
engraved on each side. Rajput hilt is profusely damascened in gold all
over in floral and creeper design. The wooden sheath is covered with
black leather and has a chape ornamented in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Rajasthan

School Rajput

Date Late 17th century
Total length 97.3 cm

Blade 81.9 cm

Hilt 16.3 cm

Talwar—Curved blade, single-edged on the convex side, double-edged at
the lower end; three grooves on each side of the blade. On one side is
stamped Muhammad Raji in Persian. The usual talwar hilt is damascened
all over in gold in floral and creeper design in combined zarbuland and
tehnishan styles, Wooden sheath is covered with damaged yellow velvet
and has a chape. '

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date c 1750 A.D.
Total length 92.5 cm

Blade 76.7 cm

Hilt 15.8 cm
Talwar—-Similar to No.303/1.V] with some change in design.
Provenance North India
School Not known

Date Late 18th century
Total length 79.3 cm

Blade 63.5 cm

Hilt 15.8 cm

Talwar-Curved blade, single-edged with a false edge at the lower end.
Usual talwér hilt damascened all over in gold in floral and creeper design
in zarbuland style. Wooden sheath is covered with black leather and is fit-
ted with a chape ornamented in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad

. School Deccani
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Date Late 18th century
Totdl length 99.9 cm
Blade 84.0 cm
Hilt 15.9 cm

Talwir—Curved blade with one groove on each side. One side is engraved
with a talismanic sign and the inscription reads: Buddhah Ya Kaziyal Hajat
Amal-i-Mohammad Misri and Arabic couplet. Usual talwdr hilt is damas-
cened all over in gold in tehnishdin style. Wooden sheath, with black
leather, has a chape, stmilarly ornamented.

Provenance North India

School Mughal

Date Closing years of the 17th century
Total length 96.1 cm

Blade 80.5 cm

Hilt 15.6 cm

Talwar-Straight blade, single-edged. Two crescents are engraved on
either side of the blade and on one side a gold damascened umbrella is
seen. The Mughal hilt is damascened in gold in floral design in medall-
ions all over in tehnishdn style. The wooden sheath is covered with black
leather and has a chape similarly ornamented.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Blade-East India Company; Hilt-Deccani
Date Early 18th century

Total length 97.4 cm

Blade 81.0 cm

Hilt :  16.4 cm

Talwar—-Curved blade, two grooves on each side. Some stars and illegible
English words are engraved on the blade. Usual hilt is divided into oval
panels and is inscribed all over in gold. On the upper part of the pommel
four names of Allah are inscribed. On the grip is engraved Ndd-i-Ali and
on the reverse side of the pommel is a Persian couplet -which reads: Har
Bald-i-pesh ayad ayan wakhan Hajtad bar Lafata illah AlT ha sanja illa Zulfikar.
(At the time of difficulty recite Lafate illah Ali La safa seventy times)
Wooden sheath, covered with brown leather, has a gold damascened

chape.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 96.1 cm
Blade 78.1 cm

Hilt 18.0 cm

Talwar-Nagan type, double-edged, zig-zag blade inscribed with the name
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‘Solingen’ on both the sides. The Delkishahi hilt is damascened all over
with conventional flowers. The wooden sheath, covered with black
leather, has a gold damascened chape.

Provenance Hyderabad

School East India Company style, produced in
Deccan

Date Early 19th century

Total length 91.9 cm

Blade 76.0 cm

Hilt 15.9 cm

Talwar—Curved, single-edged from the beginning and double-edged at
the lower end. The blade has three shallow grooves and the design of an
umbrella damascened in gold. The hilt, consisting of a perforated tang,
saucer pommel, oval grip and short quillons, is damascened in frond
design in gold in Hyderabadl technique. The wooden sheath is encased
with faded red velvet and has a gold damascened chape. A damaged
sword-knot is tied to the tang.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Hyderabadi
Date c 1700 A.D.
Total length 91.2 cm
Blade 75.0 cm
Hilt 16.2 cm

Talwar-Curved blade, single-edged, two grooves on each side; one gold
damascened umbrella on one side and on the other.some letters in
English. The Mughal hilt is ornamented all over with floral and creeper
design in zarbuland and iehnishan (combined) style. The wooden sheath is
covered with damaged yellow velvet and has a chape decorated in the
style of the hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Hyderabadi

Date Late 17th century
Total length 94.3 cm

Blade 77.7 cm

Hilt 16.6 cm

Talwér—Curved sword, single-edged from the beginning and dou-
ble-edged at the lower end; the blade has three grooves and several
punch marks. The hilt has perforated tang, disc pommel, oval grip,
stumpy quillons and short langets. It is damascened all over in gold in
floral and creeper design in Hyderabadi style. The wooden sheath is
encased with damaged silk. The chape is also ornamented in Hyderabadi
style.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Hyderabadi
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Date Hilt-late 17th century; Blade-late 18th
century
Total length 92.8 cm
Blade 76.9 cm
Hihk 15.9 cm

Talwar-Same as No.36/LVI but without inscription. Some illegible
English letters are inscribed on both sides of the blade.

Provenance Hyderabad

School East India Company impact
Date ¢ 1750 A.D.

Total length 97.4 cm

Blade 80.7 cm

Hile 16.7 cm

Talwar~Long, straight blade, single-edged on one side and double-edged -
at the lower end with two depressions on each side. Blade is engraved
with inscription Mir Alam Shamshir 1220 A.H. Usual talwar hilt is damas-
cened all over in floral and creeper design. The modern sheath is
covered with faded velvet and has a chape damascened in gold.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Hyderabadi
Date 1220 A.H.
Total length 105.1 cm
Blade 86.7 cm
Hilt 16.4 cm

Talwar-Curved sword, single-edged from the beginning and dou-
ble-edged at the lower end. The blade has two grooves. The hilt has a
perforated tang, disc pommel, oval grip, small and stumpy quillons and
triangular langets and is profusely damascened in gold in floral and
creeper design in Hyderabadi technique. The wooden sheath is covered
with damaged silk and its chape is damascened in gold. The upper fitting

is missing.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Hyderabadi
Date c 1700 A.D.
Total length 91.3 cm
Blade 75.0 cm
Hilt 16.3 cm

Talwdr—Curved plain blade with three grooves on each side and a false
edge at the lower end. One royal umbrella is damascened in gold. Mug-
hal hilt is damascened in gold in creeper design all over in zarbuland style.
Wooden sheath is covered with green faded velvet and has a chape

‘damascened in gold. The chape is of some other sheath.
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Provenance Hyderabad
School Hyderabadi
Date c 1700 A.D.
Total length 97.8 cm
Blade 81.8 cm
Hilt 16.0 cm

Talwar—Curved blade with a false edge, at the lower end are two grooves.
Some English letters are engraved on both sides, while on one side an
umbrella in faded gold is seen. The Mughal hilt is embellished with floral
and creeper design all over in zarbuland style. The wooden sheath is
covered with brown leather and a perforated silver chape of some other
sheath.

Provenance ’ Hyderabad
School Hyderabadi
Date c 1700 A.D.
Total length 93.7 cm
Blade 78.0 cm
Hile 15.7 cm

Talwar-Straight sword, single-edged on one side and double-edged at the
lower end. Some English letters are engraved on both sides with a gold
damascened umbrella on one side of the blade. The Mughal hilt is
inscribed all over with 99 names of God in Nastiliq script of Persian lan-
guage. The sheath is modern.

Provenance , Hyderabad

School Blade-East India Company; Hilt-Deccani
Date ¢ 1750 AD.

Total length 98.0 cm

Blade _ 81.9 cm

Hilt 16.1 cm

Talwdar—Curved shamshir blade, jauhar not visible. Hilt of solid silver has a
pommel. Both quillons and the tops of the knuckle-guard are shaped like
tigers. The entire hilt along with its knuckle-guard, except the tiger
heads, is plain. The wooden sheath is covered with yellow velvet and has
upper, middle and long lower fittings of perforated silver. The upper .
and middle fittings also carry two buckles for holding the sword strap.

Provenance Serirnagapatnam (Karnataka)
School Tipu School

Date ¢ 1790 A.D.

Total length 90.9 cm

Blade ?3.9 cm

Hilt 17.0 cm

Talwdr—A rare sword of Damascus steel of shamshir type. The pieces of



SWORD

92. 72/LI11

93. 74/LIII

94. 75/LIII

55

Damascus steel of some other type have been fitted to the blade, also of
Damascus steel. The two kinds of steels, both of Damascus variety, can be
distinguished. The Mughal hilt is decorated with floral and creeper
design in high relief. Sheath is of later date.

Prevenance Hyderabad
School Mughal
Date c 1700 A.D.
Total length 96.2 cm
Blade 80.0 cm
Hilt ' 16.2 cm

Talwar—Single-edged with a false edge at the lower end, plain blade; a
gold damascened umbrella on one side. The Mughal hilt is gold damas-
cened in floral and creeper design all over. The wooden sheath is
covered with black leather and is fitted with a chape ornamented in the

style of the hilt.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal

Date Early 18th century
Total length 91.6 cm

Blade 75.0 cm

Hilt 16.6 cm

Talwar—Curved blade, single-edged on one side and double-edged at the
lower end giving the impression of a sosun-pagtd. The blade has two shal-
low grooves and is rusted. The hilt has a perforated tang, circular smail
pommel, oval grip, short and stumpy quillons and triangular langets. The
entire hilt is damascened in frond design in gold in tehnishdn style. The
wooden sheath is covered with black leather and is fitted with a gold
damascened chape.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date Late 18th century
Total length 84.9 cm

Blade 69.0 cm

Hilt 15.9 cm

Talwar-Curved blade with a false edge “on the lower end. The hilt is
damascened in gold all over and depicts landscape in medallions showing
tombs, rivers, floral and creeper design. The hilt has a kunckle-guard
which is also decorated with landscapes. The wooden sheath is covered
with black Jeather and is mounted with a chape ornamented in the style
of the hilt.

School Deccani -
Date 17th century
Total length 87.8 cm
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Blade 71.8 cm
Hile 16.0 cn

Talwdr—Curved blade looking like a sosun-pattd with a false edge at the
lower end and two grooves on each side. The Mughal hilt is damascened
in gold in tehnishdn style all over. The wooen sheath is covered with yel-
low velvet and has a chape ornamented in the style of hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Blade-East India Company; hilt-Deccani
Date Early 18th century

Total length 87.5 cm

Blade 71.3 cm

Hilt 16.2 cm

Talwdr—Curved blade with a false edge at the lower end. Mughal hilt is
decorated with small biiti design in gold all over. The wooden sheath is
covered wth black leather and has a gold damascened chape of some
other sheath.

Provenance - Noth India
School Late Mughal

Date Early 18th century
Total length 87.4 cm

Blade 71.7 cm

Hile 15.7 cm

Talwar-Curved blade looking like a sosun-pagfd with a false edge at the
lower end. On one side an umbrella in gold is damascened. The Mughal
hilt is damascened in gold with landscape showing river, hill, flowers,etc.,
in tehnishdn style. The wooden sheath is covered with red velvet and has a
chape ornamented in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date Late 17th century
Total length 90.0 cm

Blade 73.0cm

Hilt 17.0 cm

Talwar-Curved plain blade of welded Damascus, single-edged from the
beginning and double-edged at the lower part. The Delhishahi hilt is
damascened all over in gold in floral and creeper design and has a
knuckle-guard. Sheath modern.

Provenance Rajasthan
School Rajput

Date 18th century
Total length 101.8 cm
Blade 82.2 cm

Hilt 19.6 cm
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Talwar-Curved blade with a false edge at lower end. On one side an
umbrella is damascened in gold. The Mughal hilt is decorated with gold
damascening in floral and creeper design in zarbuland style; in between
are studded nails of silver. The wooden sheath is covered with brown
leather and has a gold damascened chape of some other sheath.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date Late 17th century
Total length 94.5 cm '
Blade 78.3 cm

Hilt 16.2 cm

Talwar-Curved plain blade with a false edge at the lower end. On one
side an umbrella damascened in gold and a few English letters are
engraved on the blade. The Mughal hilt is ornamented with gold damas-
cening in floral and creeper design all over in zarbuland and tehnishin
(Combined) style. The wooden sheath is covered with brown leather and
has a chape of gold of some other sheath.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 17th century
Total length 98.8 cm
Blade 82.7 ¢m

Hilt 16.1 cm

Talwar~Swraight, ribbed plain blade, single-edged on top and double-
edged at the lower end. The usual heavy hilt with a buckle is damascened
all over with floral and creeper design and has a knuckle-guard. Sheath
modern.

Provenance Rajasthan
School Rajput
Date c 1740 A.D.
Total length 103.1 cm
Blade 85.0 cm
Hilt 18.1 cm

Talwar-Curved, single-edged blade looking like that of a sosun-patia with
two grooves on one side and three grooves on the other. On one side of
the blade an umbrella, three tiny inscriptions in an unidentified language
and a winged bird are engraved while on the other side fifteen dots are
visible. The hilt is decorated with floral design in zarbuland style. It also
has a gold-plated knuckle-guard. The wooden sheath is covered with
brown leather and has a chape ornamented in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Maharashtra
School Maratha
Date Late 17th century

Total length 74.5 cm
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Blade 58.4 cm
Hilt 16.1 cm

Talwar—Curved blade, single-edged on one side and double-edged at the
lower end. It has three grooves and a number of dots punched. The hilt
has a perforated tang with a damaged sword-knot, saucer pommel, oval
grip, stubby quillons and pointed langets and is ornamented all over with
frond design in gold in tehnishdn technique. The damaged wooden sheath
is encased with faded velvet of violet colour and has a silver chape.

Provenance Delhi or Agra
School Late Mughal

Date Early 18th century
Total length 77.1 cm

Blade 60.9 cm

Hilt 16.2 cm

Tahwar—Single-edged, curved blade with a false edge at lower end, one
groove on the blade. On one side, some dotted designs are seen, Usual tal-
wdr hilt is damascened all over in gold in the design of leaf in relief.
Sheath modern.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccant
Date 18th century
Total length 87.1 cm
Blade 70.8 cm

Hilt 16.3 cm

Talwdr—Curved blade, single-edged with a false edge at the lower end. Hilt
of the blade has been damascened in gold against blue background. It
portrays floral designs, the figure of a knight in uniform and the British
crown on both sides. The solid silver hilt has its pommel and both quillons
carved in the shape of tigers. It bears an English inscription. The wooden
sheath has a damaged purple covering and a silver chape.

Provenance Hyderabad

School East India Company
Date 19th century

Total length 94.9 cm

Blade 78.3 cm

Hilt | 16.6 cm

Talwar-Curved plain blade with a false edge at the lower end and three
shallow grooves on each side. Mughal hilt is inscribed with four chapters
of the holy Qurdn namely Fatehah, Nas, Tkhids and Lahah in gold damascen-
ing. The wooden sheath is covered with faded purple velvet and is
mounted with upper and lower fittings.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Blade-East India Company; Hilt-Deccani
Date 18th century



SWORD

107. 183/LVI

108. 189/LVI

109. 198/LV1

110. 199/LVI

59
Total length 97.1 cm
Bl.ade 80.5 cm
Hilt 16.6 cm

Talwdr—Curved, single-edged on one side and double-edged at the lower
end; the blade has three shallow grooves and several dots pressed on it.
The hilt consists of a dome-shaped tang fited with a perforated ring,
saucer pommel, oval grip, short and stubby quillons and triangular
langets. The entire hilt is damascened in gold in zarbuland technique. The
wooden scabbard is encased with faded red velvet and is fitted with
upper and middle fittings and chape.

Provenance Delhi

School” Late Mughal

Date Early 18th century
Total length 93.7 em

Blade 77.5 cm

Hilt 16.2 cm

Talwar—Curved, single-edged on one side and double-edged at the lower
end. The blade has two grooves at the upper part and one deep groove at
the lower part and has an inscription. The hilt has a perforated tang, big
disc pommel, oval and ridged grip, quillons with semi-circular tops and
long langets. The entire hilt is gold-plated in kofigari and at places it is
damascened in Hyderabadi style. It has a knuckle-guard which is similarly
ornamented. The damascened wooden sheath is encased with faded silk
and has a chape damascened in gold.

Provenance Bikaner, Rajasthan
School Rajput

Date Early 18th century
Total length 92.7 cm

Blade 74.4 cm

Hilt 18.3 cm

Talwar-Slightly curved plain blade with a false edge at lower end. A mark
of umbrella is in gold on the blade. The Mughal hilt is damascened all
over in gold in floral and creeper design in zarbuland style. Wooden sheath
is covered with brown leather and has a chape of some other sheath
damascened in gold.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 17th century
Total length 96.8 cm
Blade 30.7 cm

Hile _ 16.1 cm

Talwar-Single-edged from the beginning and double-edged at the lower
end; curved sword; blade is European and was added later. It has three
ribs. The hilt has a perforated tang, a small pommel, an oval-shaped grip,
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very small quillons and triangular langets. The whole hilt is profusely
damascened in gold in floral and creeper design in typical Hyderabadi
style. The wooden sheath is encased with faded brown cloth. Its chape is
damascened in gold and the upper fitting is missing.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date Hilt-late 17th century
Blade-late 18th century

Total length 94.6 cm

Blade 77.8 cm

Hilt 16.8 cm

Talwar—Fitted with a shamshir blade, curved, jauhar not visible. On one side
a stamp in gold is engraved and the blade near ricasso is strengthened by
additional metal. The Mughal hilt is gold damascened in floral and
creeper design all over. The damaged wooden sheath is covered with
brown leather and a perforated chape of silver of some other sheath.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Late 17th century
Total length 92.6 cm

Blade . 76.7 cm

Hilt 15.9 cm

Talwar--Single-edged curved blade with a false edge at the lower end. The
blade shows some dots engraved upon it. Mughal hilt is damascened all
over in medallions. The wooden sheath is covered with brown beather and
has a gold damascened chape of some other sheath.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 17th century
Total length 94.7 cm
Blade 78.5 cm

Hilt 16.2 cm

Talwar—Fitted with a shamhir blade of early date, but at a later stage this
was shaped to look like sosun-pagta. On one side of the blade good quality
jauhar is visible and the other side (probably polished) is plain. The plain

_ side has a shallow stamp in gold. The Mughal hilt is of Damascus steel

with its border damascened in gold in floral design. The wooden sheath is

covered with shagreen leather and has a chape ornamented in the style of
the hilt.

o

Provenance Delhi

School Sultanate period

Date Late 15th century
Total length 90.8 cm

Blade 73.7 cm

Hilt 17.1cm
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Talwar-Serpentine blade of Damascus steel, single-edged. Usual talwar hilt
with'a buckle is damascened in gold and silver in floral and creeper de-
sign. The ornamentation has faded at places.

Provenance Uttar Pradesh
School North Indian
Date Early 17th century
Total length 101.7 cm

Blade 854 cm

Hilt 16.3 ecm

Talwar—Curved blade with edge on convex side and a false edge at the
lower end. The blade on both the sides is divided into panels and is en-
graved with the ten incarnations of Vishnu on each side. A few of the in-
carnations cannot be identified. Usual talwdr hilt bears traces of gold and
silver damascening.

Provenance Rajasthan
School Rajput

Date 18th century
Total length 93.1 cm
Blade 76.6 cm

Hilt 16.5 ¢cm

Talwar—Curved shamshir blade of Damascus steel bearing three grooves on
each side and an inscription reading Amal-i-Asadullah, Usual talwar hilt
with a buckle is damascened all over in gold in floral and creeper design.
Wooden sheath is covered with black leather and has a chape matching
the hilt in ornamentation.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date 18th century
Total length 101.2 ¢cm
Blade 83.5 cm

Hile 17.7 em

Talwar-Curved blade engraved in relief all over on both sides with the
verses from the holy Qurén and the date 1102 A.H. on one side. Usual tal-
war hilt is inscribed in gold all over with Ndd-i-Ali and Sarah lkhlas.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date 1102 A .H.
Total length 95.4 cm
Blade 78.8 cm
Hilt 16.6 cm

Talwar—Curved shamshir blade of Damascus steel, Bngraved on one side
with inscription reading: Y& Kasival hajad, Bande Shah Vilayath Abbast, Bande
Shah Vildyath Ismail, Bande Shah Vilayat Hanagi, Amal-i-Asadulldh Khurdsani.
On the other side is recorded: Y3 dajiyal Baliyath. The usual talwdr hilt is
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divided into panels and is damascened all over in floral and creeper de-
sign. Modern sheath has an original chape.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date 17th century
Total length 104.0 cm
Blade 88.2 cm

Hikl 15.8 cm

Talwar-Curved blade with edge on the convex side and a false edge at the
lower end. The blade on both the sides is divided into panels and is en-
graved with the ten incarnations of Vishnu on each side. Some of the in-
carnations cannot be identified. Usual falwdr hilt bears traces of gold and
silver damascening.

Provenance Rajasthan -
School Réajput

Date 18th century
Total length 96.4 cm
Blade 81.6 cm

Hile 14.8 cm

Talwar-Fitted with a curved shamshir blade having an illegible inscription
in gold. Jauhar not visible. The Mughal hilt is decorated with floral and
creeper design in zarbuland style. It has a knuckle-guard. The wooden
sheath is covered with similar ornamented yellow velvet and has two metal
mounts and a chape damascened in gold of some other sheath.

Provenance North India

School Mughal

Date Blade-Early 17th century
Hilt-early 18th century

Total length 98.2 cm

Blade 82.1 cm

Hilt 16.1 cm

Talwar—~Curved shamshir blade of Damascus steel. On one side of the blade
is engraved kazd sulemin (the work of slaves). Usual talwar hilt is damas-
cened all over in floral and creeper design in gold. Wooden sheath is co-
vered with faded black leather and has a long chape ornamented in the

style of the hilt.

Provenance . North India
School Mughal

Date Mid. 17th century
Total length 91.6 cm

Blade 74.7 cm

Hile 16.9 cm

‘Talwir-Curved shamshkir blade fitted to a Mughal talwér hilt. The hilt is de-
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corated with floral and creeper design in gold damascening in zarbuland
style all over. Sheath modern.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 104.9 cm
Blade 88.5 cm

Hilt 16.4 cm

Talwar-Curved shamshir blade, jauhar not visible. Mughal hilt embellished
all over with gold damascening in floral and creeper design in zarbuland
style. Wooden sheath is covered with red faded velvet and has a chape
damascened in gold in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 17th century
Total length 102.0 cm
Blade 85.1 ¢m

Hilt 16.9 cm

Talwdar—~Curved shamshir blade fitted to a talwdr hilt. The hilt is damas-
cened in gold in high relief showing floral and creeper design. Sheath
modern.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 103.6 cm
Blade 87.3 cm

Hili 16.3 ¢

Talwar—Curved shamshir blade of Damascus steel. One side of the blade
bears an inscription damascened in gold; it reads: Bande Shah Vaildyat
Abbas 1165 A.H. Amal-i-Kalbe Ali Khurasani. There is also a couplet in Per-
sian: § ¥ TR Y T HR MNa—ATEER 3@ e “This sword of Damas-
cus steel is the symbol of victory. 1t shines like a flame and glitters like a
gem”. Usual talwar hilt is damascened all over with gold work in floral and
creeper design. Wooden sheath is covered with red faded velvet and has a
long chape damascened in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Perstan blade fitted to a Deccani hilt
Date 1165 A.H.

Total length 99.0 cm

Blade 84.0 cm

Hilt 15.5 cm

Talwar—Fitted with curved shamshir blade of watered steel. On one side of
the blade is an inscription Allah Mukhiarul Mulk in Persian. Usual talwar
hilt with a buckle is damascened in gold in floral and creeper design all
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over. Sheath modern with an original chape damascened in the style of
hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date Blade-17th century
Hilt-closing years of the 18th century
Total length 97.1 cm
Blade 81.2 cm
Hilt 15.9 cm

Talwdr-Fitted with shamshir blade of watered steel. On one side is an in--
scription in gold which reads Allah Mukhtarul Mulk in Persian. Usual tal-
wdr hilt with a buckle is damascened all over in gold in floral and creeper
design. Wooden sheath is covered with faded red velvet and has a chape
damascened in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date Blade-17th century
Hilt-closing years of the 18th century
Total length 97.2 cm
Blade 81.0 cm
Hilt 16.2 cm

Talwar—Shamshir blade, jauhar not visible. Evenly curved Mughal hilt is de-
corated with floral design all over in zarbuland style. The wooden sheath is

covered with faded red velvet and has a chape ornamented in the style of
the hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 17th century
Total length 93.9 cm
Blade 78.2 cm

Hilt 15.7cm’

Talwar—Curved shamshir blade of Damascus steel bearing an inscription in
gold recording Quranic verses and Amal-i-Abdulldh Husaini along with a
Persian couplet in gold. The usual talwar hilt with a buckle is damascened
in floral design all over in tehnishan style. The wooden sheath is covered
with black velvet and has a chape ornamented in the style of the hiit.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date 17th century
Total length 96.9 cm
Blade 80.5 cm
Hilt 16.4 cm

Talwdr—Curved shamshir blade of Damascus steel of Karknarduban variety.
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One side is engraved with verses from the holy Qurén and Amal-i-Hasan
along with date 1102 A.H. and Bande Shah Vildyath Abbds. Usual talwdr hilt

is damascened all over in flower and creeper design. Wooden sheath co-
vered with red velvet has a chape of some other scabbard.

Provenance Delhi
School - Mughal
Date 1102 A H.
Total length 97.6 cm
Blade 81.7 cm
Hilt 159 cm

Talwar-Slightly curved blade with punch marks. The Delhishahi hilt has
floral and creeper design in relief. Wooden sheath has brown leather and
metallic perforated chape.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date Late 18th century
Total length 92.1 cm

Blade 76.0 cm

Hilt 16.1 cm

Talwar—Curved blade, single-edged on one side and double-edged at the
lower end. On one side is an umbrella and an inscription in gold in Per-
sian which reads: Shamshir-i-Bahddur Shah hagan rah ie., “This curved
sword belongs to Bahadur Shih”. It also contains a Persian couplet mean-
ing, “Though the entire human race descends from a common parentage
of Adam and Eve, yet the valour differs from person to peron”. Usual tal-
wdr hilt with the knuckle-guard is damascened all over in gold in com-
bined zernishdn and tehnishan styles. A buckle on the top of the hilt contains
an embroidered sword-knot strap from which are hanging ten green
stones. Wooden sheath is covered with faded velvet and has a chape of
some other sheath.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccant
Date 19th century
Total length 103.2 cm
Blade 86.8 cm

Hilt 16.4 cm

Talwar-Double-edged blade terminating into a point. In the forte of four
sides is stamped a seal of Niruddin (Jahangir?) The hilt is divided into
panels and is damascened in gold showing the landscape including mos-
ques, tombs, gateway of a mosque, rivers, flowers and creepers. Wooden
sheath, covered with green velvet, has a chape damascened in gold.
Provenance Agra

School Mughal

Date Jahangir period (1605-1627 A.D.)



134. 306/L1V

135. 307/LVI

136. 315/LIV-A

137. 342/LIV

CATALOGUE OF EDGED ARMS AND ARMOUR IN SALARJUNG MUSEUM

Total length 106.8 cm
Blade 89.5 cm
Hilt 17.83 cm

Talwdar-Double-edged, straight blade of plain steel. The hilt consists of a
small tang, globular pommel, oval grip, short quillons, triangular langets
and a knuckle-guard. An additional knuckle-guard consisting of two
curved rods has been added. The entire hilt is damascened in floral design
in gold. The wooden sheath covered with brown velvet has a chape damas-

cened in gold.

Provenance Maharashtra
School Maratha
Date 18th century
Total length 103.7 cm
Blade 83.1 cm

Hile 20.5 cm

Talwar-Single-edged in the beginning and double-edged at the lower end.
The Delhishahit hilt is ornamented with floral, creeper and geometrical de-
sign in gold. Wooden sheath, covered with black leather, is fitted with gold
damascened chape.

Provenance Delhi

School Late Mughal
Date Late 18th century
Total length 100.4 cm

Blade 84.1 cm

Hilt 16.3 cm

Talwir-Curved, single-edged blade divided into panels and engraved in
relief all over on both sides with fifty names of Allih (on both sides) in
Naskh script in Arabic language. The usual talwdr hilt is damascened in
gold in zarbuland style with inscription all over and has a knuckle-guard
and a buckle. The inscription in Naskh script in Arabic language records
complete Nad-i-Ali and verses from the holy Qurdn. The date 1011 A.H. is
on the lower part of the pommel.

Provenance Delhi

School Early Mughal period
Date K 1011 A.H.

Total length 95.5 cm

Blade 75.2 cm

Hilt 20.3 cm

Talwdr-Curved blade, single-edged on the convex side and double-edged
at the lower end. The blade bears three shallow grooves and has an um-
brella in gold along with an inscription in Urdu saying Zehyarer lagab yaft
Barkeh ajal. The Delhishahi hilt has gold damascening work done jointly in
tehnishan and zarbuland styles. The wooden sheath is covered with brown
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velvet and is fitted with a steel chape bearing the ornamentation like that
of the hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date Closing years of the 17th century
Total length 94.7 cm

Blade 79.3 cm

Hilt 154 cm

Talwar-The blade of shamshir depicts Kirknarduban pattern on Damascus
blade on both sides. On one side an umbrella is damascened in gold. The
Mughal hilt is damascened in gold in floral and creeper design all over in
tehnishan style. Damaged wooden sheath is covered with black leather with-
out mounts.

» Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani hilt; North Indian blade
Date Blade-early 17th century
Hilt-early 18th century
Total length 98.0 cm
Blade 82.0cm
Hilt 16.0 cm

Talwar-Single-edged from the beginning and double-edged at the lower
end; the blade has two grooves, some punch marks and an inscription in
gold saying janab Alamgiri. . The hilt consists of a circular pommel and
cylindrical grip. It has no quillons or langets. The wooden sheath, covered
with cloth, is fitted with gold damascened mufndl and tehnal.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date . Late 18th century
Total length 89.0 cm

Blade 75.5 cm

Hilt 13.5 ¢m

Talwar-Straight, single-edged blade with a false edge at lower end; two
grooves on each side; usual talwdr hilt of solid plain ivory (cracked).

Provenance Delhi
School Late Mughal
Date 18th century
Total Jength 111.3 cm
Blade 93.5 cm

Hih 17.8 ecm

Talwdr-Plain blade with a groove, single-edged from the beginning and
double-edged at the lower end. Delhishahi hilt is of ivory. Sheath modern.

Provenance Delhi
School Late Mughal



142, 395/L1V

143, 398/LIV

144. 38/LI11

145. 77/LIV-A

CATALOGUE OF EDGED ARMS AND ARMOUR IN SALARJUNG MUSEUM

Date Hilt-early 17th century
Blade-late 18th century

‘Total length 103.4 cm

Blade 86.7 cm

Hilt 16.7 cm

Talwdr-Plain blade with a groove, single-edged from the beginning and
double-edged at the lower end. Delhishahi hilt is of ivory. Sheath original,
the ivory hilt is carved and has a locket.

Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date Blade-late 18th century
Hilt-early 17th century

Total length 95.0 cm

Blade 79.0 cm .

Hile 16.8 cm

Talwar-Curved, grooved plain blade, single-edged in the beginning and
double-edged at the lower end. Delhishahi hilt whose pommel is missing.
Sheath modern but the carved ivory chape is original.

Provenance Delhi

School Late Mughal

Date Blade-late 18th century

Hilt-early 17th century

Total length 92.3 cm

Blade 78.7 cm

Hilt 13.6 cm
SOSUN-PATTA

Sosun-pattd~Curved blade, single-edged on one side and double-edged at
the lower end. The blade has two shallow grooves, a forte and a few letters
starnped on it. The hilt consists of a dome-shaped tang with a perforated
ring, a large flat pommel, oval grip, thin quillons with dome-shaped tops,
long langets and a knuckle-guard whose one end terminates in the head of
a tiger. The entire hilt is covered with silver and is enamelled in blue and
green colour in floral and creeper design. The damaged wooden sheath is
encased with badly faded green velvet and is fitted with a silver chape.

Provenance Jaipur '
School Rajput

Date Late 18th century

Total length 91.0 cm

Blade 73.4 cm

Hilt | 17.6 cm

Curved yataghan blade of Damascus steel, edge on concave side, part near
ricasso is engraved with floral design. Usual taludr hilt is damascened in
gold in floral and creeper design. Modern sheath.
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Provenance Wouth India
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 82.2 cm
Blade 66.6 cm
Hilt 15.6 ¢cm

Sosun-patta-Ydtaghan blade bearing inscription in gold on both sides re-
cording the verses from the holy Quran. On one side a proverb in Arabic
is also engraved which says Al Horbu Khandau. The part near ricasso and
the back edge is damascened in gold. Usual talwdr hilt with its buckle and
knuckle-guard is damascened in gold in floral and creeper design all over.
There is another inscription in Arabic on one side of the blade reading
min biladi ziffatii Misr (the sword has been made in Egypt). Modern
sheath has original muhndl and tehnal of perforated silver.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 1175 A.H.
Total length 85.8 cm
Blade 70.0 ¢cm
Hilt 15.8 cm

So.\m-n'-paffd*Curved blade of Damascus steel engraved with a date on one
side in Arabic which reads 1240 A.H. The part of the blade near the hilt is
damascened in gold. The hilt is of Mughal style embellished all over with
floral design in gold and has a knuckle-guard. The damaged wooden
sheath is covered with faded green velvet and is fitted with upper and
lower fittings of perforated silver.

Provenance North India
School Blade and sheath-Turkish; Hilt-Mughal
Date 1240 A H.
Total length 90.3 cm
Blade 75.0 cm

Hiit 15.3 cm
Sosun-pattd—Same as No. 89/LIV-A
Provenance Deccan
School Turkish
Date 19th century
Total length 84.6 cm
Blade 67.8 cm

Hilt 16.8 cm

Sosun-patta—Curved blade, jauhar visible. On one side of the blade is an in-
scription in gold in Arabic describing the Quranic verse in a rectangle. On
the other side on an embossed circular medallion it records Zarbe ar Basrdh
fi Qustuntuniyah 1299 A.H. It is fitted with a Mughal hilt profusely or-
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namented in floral design h gold and has a knuckle-guard. The wooden
sheath is fitted with a red velvet of later date and a muhnal and tehnal of
some other sheath.

Provenance _ North India

School Turkish blade; Mughal hilt
Date 1299 A .H.

Total length 86.4 cm

Blade 70.6 cm

Hilt 15.8 cm

Sosun-pattd—Curved blade of Damascus steel inscribed on one side with the
verses from the holy Qurdn in gold and on the other side are seen some
geometrical pattern in silver. Delkishaht hilt is damascened in gold in floral
and creeper design. Wooden sheath is covered with black leather and is
fitted with a chape ornamented in the style of the hilt. *

Provenance North India

School . Turkish blade; Mughal hilt
Date Early 18th century

Total length 88.4 cm

Blade 73.0 cm

Hilt ' 15.9 cm

Sosun-pafta—Curved blade with edge on convave side. On one side are seen
floral, creeper and geometrical design in silver damascening and the in-
scription Hussain. On the other side, along with the design, an inscription
reads 1219 A.H. Masha Alla Mutabhir. Mughal hilt is damascened all over
in gold with bigi (small flowers) design and also has a knuckle-guard. The
wooden sheath is covered with brown leather having muhnal and teknal of
perforated silver. Two silver loops are fitted at muhnal.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 17th century
Total length 87.4 cm
Blade 70.8 cm

Hilt 16.6 cm

Sosun-pajtd—Curved blade of Damascus steel. On both the sides of the
blade it bears the date 1225 A.H. and on one side verses from the holy
Quran in Arabic. The Mughal hilt with knuckle-guard is profusely embel-
lished with faded green velvet and is fitted with a chape ornamented in
the style of the hilt. :

Provenance Deccan

School Hilt-Mughal, Blade-Turkish
Date 1225 A .H.

Total length 6.1 cm

Blade 70.5 cm

Hilt 15.6 cm
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Sosun-pattd—Yatdghan blade inscribed in gold on both sides. On one side it
reads Bazore saire ashar jahe shamshir je haibet mom gardat sange-e-khdra, ie.
(the sword is capable of conversing a hand grove into a soft vase). It bears
the date of 1281 A.H. On the other side the verses from the holy Qurdn
are recorded. Usual talwar hilt with a buckle and a knuckle-guard are
damascened all over in gold in floral and creeper design. Wooden sheath,
covered with faded yellow velvet, has a chape of perforated silver.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 1281 A.H.
Total length 85.1 cm
Blade 69.2 cm
Hilt 16.0 cm

Sosun-patta—Yataghan blade, the part near ricasso is damascened in gold in
floral and creeper design on both sides. On one side of the blade is
engraved Al Abdullah Saif Babar. Usual talwar hilt with a buckle and
knuckle-guard is damascened all over in gold in floral and creeper design
in tehnishan style. Wooden sheath is covered with faded red velvet and has
a muhnal and tehnal of perforated silver. A small buckle is attached to the
muhnal.

Provenance Deccan
School Turkish
Date 19th century
Total length 88.3 am
Blade 72.5 cm
Hilt 15.8 cm

Sosun-patta—Curved blade of Damascus steel inscribed with the verses
from the holy Qurar in silver. On the other side it is engraved with
geometrical pattern in silver damascening all over. The hilt is damascened
in gold in floral, creeper and star design in zarbuland style. The wooden
sheath is covered with brown leather and is fitted with a chape of later
date.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 91.0 cm
Blade 74.7 cm

Hilt 16.3 cm

Sosun-pattd—Curved ydtdghan blade inscribed all over on both sides. On
one side is recorded Sahebi Hasan Agha (wife of Hasan Aghi); on the
other side is engraved Mustafd. Usual falwdr hilt with a buckle is damas-
cened all over in floral and creeper design in gold in iehnishan style.
Wooden sheath is covered with faded yellow velvet and has a chape of

perforated silver.
Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
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Date Late 18th century
Total length 91.0 ecm
Blade 71.5 cm
Hilt 19.5cm

Sosun-pattd—Curved- blade of ydtaghan type, edge on the concave side,
strong back edge all through. The blade is inscribed all over on both sides;
the upper part bears inscription damascened in gold amidst floral design
in Arabic On one side verses from Sirah Fateh of the holy Qurdm are in-
scribed. On the other side the Quranic verses from Suareb- a-Ali Imran are
recorded. On one side of the blade are engraved a few names in Kiific
script; some of them are Al, Yussuf, Latif, etc. On the other side is en-
graved the name of Muhammad (which can also be the name of the
maker) with big geometrical design. The usual talwdr hilt is damascened in
gold in floral and creeper design all through. Wooden sheath is covered
with damaged black leather.

Provenance Delhi
School Mughal
Date ¢ 1700 A.D.
Total length 83.7 cm
Blade 67.6 cm
Hilt 16.1 cm

Sosun-patta~Curved blade bearing a jauhar of Turkish style. The inscrip-
tion in silver damascening reads Ali Osman Talma Rosch Daryish, 1227 A.H.
The Quranic verses and the name of Muhammad are on the other side.
The Delhishaki hilt is ornamented all over with poppy flower design and
carries a knuckle-guard. The wooden sheath is covered with faded yellow
velvet and has a chape of perforated silver.

Provenance North India

School Turkish blade, North Indian hilt
Date " 1227 A.H.

Total length 77.9 cm

Blade 62.3 cm

Hilt 15.6 cm

Sosun-pattd—Plain blade, on one side it is adorned with silver damascening
in geometrical pattern. On the other side is an illegible inscription in silver
and the date 1211 A.H. The upper part of the hilt is plated with silver and
embossed with floral and creeper design. The steel hilt is covered with two
pieces of ivory. '

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date 1211 A.H.
Total length 73.4 cm
Blade 60.0 cm

Hiit 13.4 cm



SWORD

160. 97/LIV-A

161. 127/L1V

162. 125/LIV

163. 199/LIV

164. 212/L1V

73

Sosun-pat{d—Plain curved blade is inscribed on both sides which reads
Sheikh Aghli Haji Ibrdhtm Amal-i-Auzdn Mustafd 1212 A.H. in Arabic. The
Mughal hilt is damascened in gold in floral and creeper design. The
wooden sheath, covered with velvet of purple colour, has middle and
lower fittings ornamenteed in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Delhi
School Mughal
Date 1212 A.H.
Total length 73.9 cm
Blade 58.2 ¢cm
Hilt 15.7 cm

Sosun-pattd—Curved blade, single-edged on one side and double-edged at
the lower end with blade bearing grooves on both sides. The inscription in
gold reads Ya Fatah (a name of Allih) in Naskh script and Arabic lan-
guage. The hilt has a knuckle-guard and bears traces of gold work. Sheath
modern.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Blade-Turkish, Hilt-Deccani

Date Blade 15¢th century, hilt ¢ 71720 A.D.
Total length 81.1 cm

Blade 65.6 cm

Hilt 15.5 cm

Sosun-patté—Plain curved blade, single-edged on one side and dou- f
ble-edged at lower end; two grooves and four holes stutfed with copper.
‘The Delhishahi hilt with knuckle-guard is decorated with {loral design.
Sheath modern. The sword was specially produced for the young princes.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date 18th century
Total length 81.2 cm
Blade 67.1 cm
Hilt 14.1 cm

Sosun-paita-Plain blade, single-edged from the beginning and dou-
ble-edged at the lower side; a crescent and a star damascened in gold are
seen on the side of the blade near forte. The Delhishahi hilc is beautifully
ornamented in Bidri work in Hyderabadi style. Sheath modern.

Provenance Bidar (Karnataka)
School Deccani
Date Early 18th century
Total length 86.0 cm
Blade 69.3 cm
Hilt 16.7 cm

Sosun-patia-Fitted 10 a telwar hilt. The blade 1s unusual since it 1s watered
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steel on one side and is plain on the other. The watered steel side has sev-
eral small grooves while the plain side has two long grooves and some
punch marks. The usual falwdr hilt has a knuckle-guard and is damas-
cened in gold in floral and creeper motif in relief all over. Sheath modern.

Provenance North India
School . Mughal

Date Early 18th century
Total length 91.4 cm

Blade 75.0 cm

Hilt 16.4 cm

Sosun-patia—Fitted to a talwar hilt. Plain blade, slightly curved,
single-edged on one side and double-edged at the lower end. The steel hilt
is unusual and it has two different kinds of gold damascened floral design;
each side is different from the other. Sheath modern. The sword was
meant for the young princes.

Provenance Bikaner, Rajasthan
School Rajput
Date c 1740 A.D.
Total length 812 cm
Blade 67.1 cm
Hilt 14.1 cm
FIRANGI

Firangi—~Double-edged straight sword tapering to a point. Kkanda type hilt
is decorated all over with gold damascening in floral and creepign in zar-
buland style. The quillons have been moulded in the shape of two human
figures. Inside padding is of velvet stuffed with cotton.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date Late 17th century
Total length 120.9 cm

Blade 87.8 cm

Hilt 33.1 cm

Firangi-Straight double-edged blade bearing inscription in English lan-
guage on both sides. On one side it reads Espadeiro and on the other Delrei
1639. Plain khdnda type hilt has small seatings riveted to the blade.
Wooden scabbard is covered with maroon velvet of later date.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 1639 A.D.
Total length 133.9 cm
Blade 104.0 cm
Hilt 29.9 cm

Firangi~Double-edged, serpentine blade bearing some letters in English.
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The basket hilt is engraved with floral and creeper design in relief and is
gold-plated. The damaged wooden sheath is covered with red velvet and
its chape is detached.

Provenance Maharashtra

School East India Company impact
Date Early 18th century

Total length 107.6 cm

Blade 85.6 cm

Hilt 22.0 cm

Firangi—Double-edged, straight, plain, flexible blade; usual khanda hilt
with a curved spike, saucer pommel, straight grip, broad guard and
knuckle-guard with langets, is damascened all over in floral and creeper
design in gold in tehnishan style. A buckle is attached to one of the quillons.
Sheath modern, chape original and damascened in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date Late 17th cemury
Total length 113.6 cm

Blade 86.2 cm

Hile 27.4 cm

Firangi—Straight, ribbed blade, single-edged from the beginning and dou-
ble-edged at the lower end. The basket hilt consists of a long curved tang,
saucer pommel, cylindrical grip, broad knuckle-guard, flat plate for pro-
tection and long langets. The entire hilt is profusely damascened in floral
and creeper design in gold. Sheath and knuckle-guard padding are mod-
ern.

Provenance Maharashtra
School Deccani
Date ¢ 1700 A.D.
Total length 121.4 cm
Blade 91.5 cm

Hilt 29.9 cm

Firangi-Long, straight, blade, single-edged in the beginning and dou-
ble-edged at the lower end with two grooves on each side. Usual khanda
hilt is damascened in silver all over with floral design. A small buckle is at-
tached to one of the quillons. Wooden sheath is covered with faded velvet
and has a chape damascened in silver in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad
School "~ Deccani

Date Late 18th century
Total length 123.7 cm

Blade 93.5 cm

Hilt 30.2 cm

172. 219/LIV-A  Firangi~Plain curved blade, single-edged from the beginning and dou-
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ble-edged at the lower end. The hilt has a curved spike, saucer pommel,
cylindrical plate guard, knuckle-guard and five inches long langets. Sheath
is modern.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 17th century
Total length 129.0 cm
Blade 94.2 cm

Hilt 34.8 cm

Firangi—Long blade, single-edged from the beginning and double-edged
at the lower end with two grooves on each side. The hilt has a curved
spike, a saucer pommel, a cylindrical grip, broad guard, knuckle-guard,
and four inches long langets. The entire hilt is engraved with floral and
creeper design in high relief. Sheath modern.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 17th century
Total length 132.0 cm
Blade 101.4 cm
Hilt 30.6 cm

Firangi-Single-edged straight blade with a false edge at the lower end.
The blade has three grooves on each side. The khdnda-type hilt has a
curved spike, saucer pommel, plain cylindrical grip damascened in gold in

zarbuland style.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 17th century
Total length 1249 cm
Blade 96.6 cm

Hilt 28.3 cm

Firangi—lL.ong, straight blade single-edged from the beginning and dou-
ble-edged at the lower end. The hilt has a curved spike followed in succes-
sion by a saucer-shaped pommel, cylindrical grip, flat guard and a
knuckle-guard. About four inches long perforated langets reinforce the
blade. No sheath.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 17th century
Total length 129.8 cm
Blade 100.5 cm
Hilt 26.8 cm

Firangi—Long, straight blade tapering to a point; single-edged on one side
and double-edged on the other; the blade is flexible and bears grooves on
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both the sides. On the upper side are damascened in gold an umbrella and
figure of sun along with inscription in Arabic language and Nastaliq script.
It reads: Yd maz Hajayab ya Zulfikar on the other side Khutima bil khatre wass
saa dah (this is the monogram of Abdullah Qutubshah). On one side is a
royal seal depicting a lion confronting a mythical animal, damascened in
gold, with an Arabic inscription. Damaged wooden sheath is covered with
faded velvet and has a chape of gold engraved in floral design. Usual
khanda hilt is studded all over with semi-precious coloured stones. The
back edge is also inscribed in gold in Arabic and Persian which reads:
Hazarath Dawood alias Salam Sultan Abul Hasan Abdullah Quib Shak and ver-
ses from the holy Quran.

Provenance Golconda, Hyderabad
School Qutbshahi

Date Abdullah Qutb Shah period
Total length 160.6 cm

Blade 132.9 cm

Hilt 27.7 cm

Firangi-long, straight, single-edged, flexible blade with a false edge. On
one side is an inscrtiption in gold which reads Alamgir Padshéhi Gazi. Usual
khanda hilt has a long spike, saucer pommel, straight grip, broad guards
and curved knuckle-guard. The hilt is gold-plated. Wooden sheath is co-
vered with faded maroon velvet and has a steel chape with perforated

floral design.

Provenance Deccan
School Mughal
Date c 1700 A.D.
Total length 160.6 cm
Blade 132.9 ¢m
Hilt 27.7 ¢cm

Firangi-Straight single-edged blade with a false edge at lower end. Two
grooves; blade bears some impression in English letters; khdnda type hilt is
ornamented with gold damascening in floral and creeper design in zarbu-

land style.

Provenance Hyderabad
School - Deccanti
Date 17th century
Total length 130.7 ¢m
Blade 103.2 cm
Hilt 27.5 cm

PATTA

Patta —Double-edged straight blade; gauntlet hilt of Damascus steel, bor-
ders all over damascened in gold in floral, creeper, animal and fish de-
sign; semi-circular hinge; padding of velvet.

Provenance Deccan
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School Maratha

Date Mid. 18th century
Total length 140.9 cm

Blade 90.9 cm

Hile 50.0 cm

Patta —Double-edged, straight blade bearing some illegible inscription.
The gauntlet pa{td has borders damascened in gold.

Provenance Deccan

School Maratha

Date Late 18th century
Total length 130.1 cm

Blade - 83.7 cm

Hilt 46.4 cm

Patta —A pair of patid having double-edged straight blades, very flexible.
Both bear some inscription in English. Each has a small grip to hold the
paitd and the knuckle is very wide and has a long spike attached to it. The
knuckle-guard is damascened in gold and depicts two daggers, two lions
and other designs. The sheaths are modern. These were used in a game

called pattebaz.

Provenance Deccan

School Maratha

Date Early 19th century
Total length 108.3 cm

Blade : 81.8 cm

Hil 26.5 cm

Patti~Double-edged straight blade with a groove; gauntlet hilt embossed
with floral, creeper and geometrical patterns. Inside padding of red vel-
vet; sheath modern.

Provenance Deccan
School Maratha
Date 18th century
Total length 152.5 cm
Blade 99.7 cm

Hilt 52.8 cm

Patté —Double-edged, straight blade; gauntlet hilt is damascened all over
in gold in floral and creeper design. Damaged wooden sheath is covered
with faded red velvet.

Provenance Deccan
School Maratha
Date 17th century
Total length 141.83 cm
Blade 96.3 cm

Hiit 45.0 cm
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Patia —Straight, double-edged blade of Damascus steel reinforced upto 3%
inches. Small gauntlet hilt has its border damascened in gold; no padding

inside. Grip is a cylindrical rod and a semi-circular plate is for the hinge.
Sheath is modern.

Provenance Maharashtra
School Maratha
Total length 140.4 cm
Blade 108.0 cm
Hilt 324 cm

Patta—Double-edged straight blade. The hilt of one piece of steel has
broad triangular pommel, flat grip and a circular medallion as the
knuckle-guard. A semi-circular hinge protects the elbow. It has ridged
grip. The seatings are damascened in gold in floral and creeper design on
both sides. On the upper side of the knuckle-guard is engraved an inscrip-
tion stating Aurangazeb 1111 A.H. and 43rd (regnal year) in Persian. Mod-
ern sheath.

Provenance Deccan
School Mughal
Date 1111 A.H.
Total length 128.0 cm
Blade 80.0 cm
Hilt 48.0 cm

Patta—Long, double-edged blade, gauntlet hilt embossed with hunting
scenes all over. Semi-circular hinge; velvet padding; sheath modern.

Provenance Deccan
School Maratha
Date 18th century
Total length 149.5 cm
Blade 98.3 cm

Hilt 51.2 cm

Patta—Long, straight, double-edged blade bearing some inscriptions in En-
glish; gauntlet patia hilt has a small bar and a semi-circular hinge. The
outer surface is engraved with hunting scenes.

Provenance Deccan

School Maratha

Date Late 17th century
Total length 145.5 cm

Blade . 96.0 cm

Hilt "49.5 cm

Patia-Double-edged, straight blade with an inscription in gold. The
gauntlet patta hilt and its borders are damascened in gold. The gauntlet is
of Damascus steel. The hinge is of several small pieces joined together.
Provenance Deccan
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School Maratha .
Date Early 17th céntury
Total length ‘ 119.6 cm

Blade 86.1 cm

Hilt 33.5 cm

Patta—-Long, straight, double-edged, flexible, plain blade with two grooves
and some illegible markings on each side; reinforced upto about five in-
ches. The gauntlet hilt is beautifully embossed with floral and creeper de-
sign and is surmounted with a mythical ydli figure. More than a dozen
jingles are attached on each side of the gauntlet which make a jingling
sound at the time of the movement of the paitd. The bar inside is loose.
The hinge is made of a semi-circular solid loop. It has no inside padding.

Provenance Maharashtra
School Maratha
Date 17th century
Total length 140.7 cm
Blade 99.2 cm

Hilt 41.5cm

Patta—Long, straight, double-edged, flexible blade, reinforced upto elbow
and is decorated with vertical lines. There is a bar inside and a hinge to
cover and protect the wrist. Sheath is modern.

Provenance Maharashtra
School Maratha
Date 17th century
Total length 126.3 cm
Blade 81.7 cm
Hilt 44.6 cm

KIRACH
Kirach—Similar to No.386/LIV, but with original sheath.
Provenance Hyderabad
School East India Company
Date _ Early 19th century
Total length 98.5 cm
Blade 81.0 cm
Hilt 17.5 cm

) Fencing Kirach—Plain tapering blade, blunt at the tip. The long, rectangu-

lar handle has a steel cap. At the base it has two steel loops. This was used
in tournaments and specially in a sword game still played in Kerala.
Provenance Kerala

School East India Company School
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Date Early 19th century
Total length 109.3 cm
Blade 87.1 cm
Hile 22.2 cm

Fencing Kirach—Plain tapering blade blunt at the tip. The long, rectangu-
lar handle has a steel cap. At the base it has two steel loops. This was used
in tournaments and specially in a sword game still played in Kerala. Both
these kirachs (99/LIV and 100/LIV) form a pair.

Provenance Kerala

School East India Company School
Date Early 19th century

Total length 109.3 cm

Blade 87.1 cm

Hilt 22.2 cm

Curved Fencing Sword—Plain blade, on one side it bears an inscription Ivdica-
domine Nocenteseme Expyv Gnaimp Vgnantes Me with a cross in gold. On the
other side an inscription in Persian is embossed which reads Y& Gausus -
Samadani Madade Gulam Qadir. Some red semi-precious stones are studded
in the side, a few of them are missing, crucified Jesus (?), Mary and Jesus (?)
and a church are engraved in gold on one side and on the other side a
flower vase, an angel, etc., are engraved in gold. The hilt of solid ivory is
studded wth a crescent on both sides. The sword was specially manufac-
tured in Europe for a Deccan ruler. Sheath is modern.

Provenance Europe
Date Early 19th century
Total length 89.3 cm
Blade 75.0 cm
Hilt 14.3 cm

Kirach~Plain, straight blade, single-edged from the beginning and dou-
ble-edged at the lower end. It has a medial-rib and is slightly tapering.
The ivory hilt has a globular pommel and curved ribs on the grip. Sheath

missing.

Provenance Hyderabad

School East India Company School
Date : Early 19th century

Total length 89.0 cm

Blade 75.5 cm

Hilt 13.5 cm

Kirach—Straight, single-edged, pointed, plain, tapering blade. The steel hilt
consists of a flat, circular pommel, oval grip, short quillons and triangular
langets. The hilt is damascened in gold. Sheath modern and fitted with
original middle fitting. The original chape is attached separately.
Provenance Hyderabad
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School East India Company School
Date Early 19th century

Total length _ 98.8 cm

Blade 82.2 cm

Hite 16.6 cm

Kirach-cum-talwér--Similar to No.392/LIV but with inscription at the end of
the grip on both sides; sheath modern but tehnal and muknal are original.
Inscription records yade kabja and Barkah ajal.

Provenance Deccan

School East India Company School
Date Early 19th century

Total length 91.7 cm

Blade 78.7 cm

Hilt 13.0 cm

Kirach-cum-talwdir—Plain blade with a groove, single-edged from the begin-
ning but double-edged at the lower part. The hilt consists of a globular
pommel, oval grip and a rectangular base. The wooden sheath, covered
with faded brown leather, has gold damascened muAndl and tehnal with a
locking device with decoration similar to the hilt. '

Provenance Deccan

School East India Company School
Date Early 19th century

Total length 91.7 cm

Blade -78.7 cm

Hile 13.0 cm

Kirach-Straight fencing sword with elastic blade which is single-edged at
the lower end. On one side of the blade is an umbrella in gold and an in-
scription in Urdu which reads Barkah ajal. The hilt has a globular pommel
of steel and oval-shaped grip of ivory and the lower part is again of steel.
The upper and the lower parts of the hilt are damascened in gold in
poppy design. The wooden sheath is covered with faded brown leather
and has the upper and lower fittings, ornamented in the style of the hilt.
The sheath has a locking device.

Provenance Deccan
School East India Company School
Date Early 19th century
Total length 96.1 cm
Blade 82.6 cm
Hilt 13.5 cm
TEGHA

Tégha—Curved blade, single-edged on one side and double-edged at the
lower end. Plain blade; on one side the inscription is engraved in Urdu
which reads Tégha Humdyini. It also bears a royal umbrella. The steel hilt



"SWORD

201. 205/L1IV

202. 240/LIV-A

203. 242/LIV

83

is embossed with floral design in two different kinds of gold and siiver.
The wooden sheath is covered with faded green velvet and is fitted with a
chape ornamented in the style of the hilt.

Provenance North India

School Mughal

Date Humiyiin's period (1530-1556 A.D.)
Total length 90.2 cm

Blade 7%.8 cm

Hile 16.4 cm

Tégha—Curved blade, single-edged on one side and double-edged at the
lower end; blade bears grooves on both sides. The blade has four inscrip-
tions in gold, two on each side; all are verses from the holy Qurdn. The
Mughal hilt is profusely embellished with gold in poppy design. The
wooden sheath is covered with red faded velvet and is fitted with a chape
ornamented in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Blade-Deccani; hilt-Mughal
Date Early 18th century

Total length 94.7 cm

Blade 79.0 cm

Hilt 15.7 cm

Tégha—Single-edged blade, double-edged at the lower end, artificial
Damascus blade. The upper side is engraved with a person riding on an
elephant, several animals and human figures. The steel hilt is covered with
ivory and on one side bears inscription in Devaniagari. The pommel de-
picts Lord Krishna playing on flute on one side and another male figure
on the other.

Provenance Udaipur, Rajasthan
School Rajput

Date 18th century

Total length 101.6 cm

Blade 88.2 cm

Hilt 23.4 cm

Téghd—Heavy curved blade, single-edged on the convex side and dou-
ble-edged at the lower end. Blade is ridged in the middle. The upper part
is engraved with elephants, horses and human figures in relief on both the
sides. The central part of the blade, on the back edge, bears some inscrip-
tion in gold. Blade is of artificial Damascus. Hilt has a small tang, big disc
ommel, diamond-shaped grip, small stubby quillons and long langets.
Borders of the hilt are damascened in gold.
Provenance Udaipur, Rajasthan

School Rajput
Date 18th century
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Total length 118.6 cm
Blade 90.5 cm
Hilt : 28.1 cm

Téghda—Curved blade, single-edged on one side and double-edged at the
lower end, bearing one full and one half grooves on each side. On one
side it is inscribed in Nastiliq script of Tughra style in Persian language
which reads Banda Shah Vildyath Tahmasp. The uppermost part of the
blade is engraved with floral design. The Delhishdhi hilt is adorned ail over
with floral and creeper design in gold. The damaged sheath is covered
with brown leather and is fitted with a chape ornamented in the style of
the hilt.

Provenance North India

School Mughal

Date Closnig years of the 17th century
Total length 92.7 cm

Blade 75.6 cm

Hilt 17.1 cm

Tégha-Damascus steel blade bearing grooves on both sides. On one side
the blade is engraved with verses from the holy Qurdn, and on the other
side it reads Y& Kaziyal Hajat (name of Allah) along with the monogram
depicting a lion. The Delhishahi hilt is damascened in gold in floral and
creeper design all over. Sheath modern.

Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date Closing years of the 17th century
Total length 99.1 cm

Blade 82.7 cm

Hile 16.4 cm

Tégha—Curved blade, single-edged with a false edge on the lower side. On
one side is inscribed in Arabic and Persian which reads as follows: Arabic:
Ya Allah, Ya Muhammad, There is no younger man other than Ali, There is no
guard better than Zulfigir Persian: Where there is danger, ................. Miham-
mad Shah Padshah Gazi Shah Zila — Ulldh-Tala son 1205, Amal Héji Hasan
Misri on the blade weight 150 tolas, length: 9 gaz, 9 givah, Width: 9 gaz
girah pukhtd is recorded. Usual talwdr hilt with its knuckle-guard is damas-

cened in gold.

Provenance Dethi

School Late Mughal
Date 1205 A.H.
Total length 102.6 cm
Blade 80.2 cm

Hilt | 22.4 cm
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207. 293/LIV-A Tégha-Single-edged on one side with false edge at lower end, ridged blade
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of artificial Damascus; upper side of the blade is engraved with lions,
elephants, human figures, etc., on both sides and is damascened in gold.
Usual talwdr hilt is damascened in floral design in gold.

Provenance Udaipur, Rajasthan
School Mewar, Rajput
Date 18th century

Total length 94.6 cm

Blade 75.0 cm

Hilt 19.6 cm

Téghé—Curved blade, single-edged on one side and double-edged at the
lower end. Three grooves on one side. Usual falwdr hilt has a
knuckle-guard. '

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
"Total length 90.9 cm
Blade 69.7 cm
Hilt 21.2 cm
NAIR TEMPLE SWORD

Nair Temple Sword-~Double-edged, recurved blade making a ‘L’ shape.
Brass hilt has circular pomme! with jingles, (ylindrical grip, flanged quil-
lons and triangular seatings.

Provenance Tamilnadu
School Kerala School
Date 18th century
Total length 100.6 cm
Blade 85.6 cm

Halt 15.0 cm

Nair Temple Sword—Double-edged, straight blade widened at the lower end
looking like a kkandd blade. The hilt consists of a pommel of two circular
plates surmounted with a petalled flower; grip is plain and Rat with flange
quillons and long seatings.

Provenance Tamilnadu
School Niir School
Date 18th century
Total length 91.0 cm
Blade 45.2 cm

Hilt 458 cm

Nair Temple Sword—Brass hilt has a plain cylindrical grip. The pommel is of
cricular brass plate with jingles attached to it. The seating is of a brass
plate with hole. The blade is straight upto the 2/3rd and then is curved
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like a sickle; the edge is on the convex side.

Provenance Tanjore, Tamilnadu
School Naiir School

Date 18th century

Total length 48.6 cm

Blade 35.1cm

Hilt 15.5 cm
 Ndir Temple Sword-Similar to No.103/LIV. The pommel is missing.
Provenance Kerala

School Niir School

Date Late 18th century
Total length 91.5 cm

Blade 82.8 cm

Hilt 7.8 cm

Nair Temple Sword—Double-edged, straight blade with a thickened point,
rusted and damaged, flanged quillons. The hilt consists of a globular tang
button. The grip is round and has a knob in the middle. No sheath.

Provenance Kerala
School Naiir School
Date 17th century
Total length 89.6 cm
Blade 63.9 cm

Hilt 25.7 cm

Nair Temple Sword—Double-edged, straight, flexible, narrow, blade ter-
minating into a point bearing one grove on either side. Brass hilt has a
knob on the top followed in succession by a covered plate having balls
making jingling sound, huge globular pommel, plain grip, broad guard
and two lions forming the quillons. The outer side of the guard has its
borders engraved with floral design. The lions have been moulded and
welded to the hilt; wooden sheath is covered with brown leather.

Provenance Tamilnadu
School Naiir School
Date 18th century
Total length 140.4 cm
Blade 108.0 cm
Hiit , 32.4 cm
PULOVAR

Pulgvar—Curved, single-edged blade with a false edge having two grooves
on each side. Steel hilt consists of a globular pommel with some rings in-
side. Oval grip, perforated handle, triangular langets and drooping quil-
lons. Sheath of wood is covered with upper, middle and lower fittings of
steel; the upper and middle fittings have two rings attached to each one of
them.
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Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani with Arab influence
Date 18th century
Total length 102. 1 cm
Blade 82.7 cm
Hilt 194 cm

Pulovar-Double-edged, zig-zag blade. The steel hilt consists of a triangular
pommel, globular grip and drooping quillons. The entire hilt and the part
of blade near the forte is engraved with floral, creeper and bird design.
The wooden sheath is covered with black leather which is embossed on
one side.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani with Arab influence
Date Early 19th century

Total length 102.3 ¢cm

Blade 84.5 cm

Hilt 17.8 cm

Pulovar—Curved blade of watered steel with grooves and depression on
both sides. One side the blade is inscribed in gold which reads Banda Shak
Vildyath Abbas Amal-i-Asddullah (Shah Abbas, the slave of Ali). The hilt is
fitted with two pieces of stag horn; the lower part of the hilt is of Damas-
cus steel and has drooping quillons. The sheath is modern.

Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date Late 17th century
Total length 102.3 cm

Blade 84.5 cm

Hilt 17.8 cm

Pulovar-Double-edged straight blade with a mid-rib serrated all over on
both sides. Ricasso, wide and circular, is perforated in floral design and is
damascened in gold. Hilt is similar to No. 369/LIV. Sheath modern.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 1256 A.H.
Total length 97.1 cm
Blade 77.0 cm
Hilt 20.1 cm
Pulovar-Same as No.369/L1V with similar inscription.
Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 1256 A.H.
Total length 97.8 cm
Blade 774 cm

Hilt 20.4 cm
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Pulovar-Double-edged, straight blade with a medial-rib; the part near
ricasso is almost circular and bears inscription in gold on both sides read-
ing: Darsavd riyeh Julus Rdja Rdo Ramba Bahddur Ayn Afiabgiri Tyyar Shud
1256 A.H. (this sword called dftabgiri was prepared for being carried in the
procession of Riji Rio Ramba Bahidur). On the other side of the blade
same inscription is repeated. The hilt has globular pommel with some balls
inside which make jingling sound; oval-shaped grip and drooping quil-
lons. The entire hilt is damascened in floral and creeper design in gold.
Modern sheath.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 1256 A.H.
Total length 95.9 cm
Blade 76.0 cm
Hilt 19.9 cm
KHANDA

Khandia—Straight, single-edged blade with a false edge at lower end, wide-
ned at tip which is tongue-shaped. Damascus steel blade. The back edge is
strengthened with steel in perforated design. Usual khdnda type hilt, with-
out padding, is damascened in gold in floral and creeper design in

tehnishin style.

Provenance Hyderabad
School . Deccani
Date 17th century
Total length 1111 cm
Blade 81.0 cm

Hilt 30.1 cm

Khanda—Single-edged from the beginning and double-edged at the lower
end. Damascus steel blade strengthened on both sides with open cut work
in steel. Usual khdndd hilt has a ridged dome instead of a spike; the bor-
ders of the knuckle-guard are perforated. The entire hilt and its steel
strengthening is damascened in gold in floral and creeper design.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 17th century
Total length 100.0 cm
Blade 77.4 cra

Hilt 22.6 cm

Khanda—Straight blade slightly widened at the end which is ton-
gue-shaped; watered steel blade, single-edged with a false edge at lower
end, strengthened by additional steel into the two-third of the blade. On
both sides it bears inscription in Arabic in cartouches meaning “God will
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help, victory is near”. The hilt is of Damascus steel, without padding, and
is riveted to the blade. The inscription, upper part of the blade, and the
borders are all damascened in floral and creeper design in gold on both
sides.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date Early 17th century
Total length 112.5 cm

Blade 828 cm

Hilt 29.7 cm

Khanda-Single-edged in the beginning and double-edged at the lower
end, tongue-shaped point. Damascus steel blade, strengthening of steel in
open cut work. The usual kkénda hilt of Damascus steel has a padding of
velvet stuffed with cottun. The borders of the hilt, full seatings and the
strengthening are damascened in gold in floral and creeper design.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 17th century
Total length 109.8 cm
Blade 78.2 cm

Hilt 31.6 cm

Khinda~Exactly similar to NO.368/LIV.

Khanda—Straight blade, single-edged on one side, double-edged at the
lower end. Triangular point, artificial Damascus blade (sakéld); steel
strengthening of open cut work on both sides. Usual khanda hilt has a pad-
ding of stuffed velvet. The entire strengthening, seatings and borders of
the hilt are damascened in gold in floral and creeper design.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date Early 19th century
Total length 95.5 cm
Blade 67.5 cm
Hilt 28.0 cm
KILIJ

Kilij—-Curved blade of Damascus steel. Pistol-shaped hilt is covered with
two horn pieces and has a hole in the pommel. The cross-guard shows the
traces of gold damascening (broken into two). The hilt is covered with
black leather and has upper, lower and two middle fittings, all of them are
of Damascus steel and are damascened in gold.

Provenance Deihi

School Indo-Turkish

Date Sultanate period blade, 15th century
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Total length 90.7 cm
Blade 74.5 cm
Hilt 16.2 cm

Indo-Turkish Kilij—Fitted with a talwdr hilt; curved bade, single-edged, the
lower part of Damascus steel bears an inscription ¥a Fatsh (a name of
God) on one side. The Delhishdhi hilt bears the traces of floral design in
gold koftgari. Sheath modern.

Provenance Delhi

School Indo-Turkish

Date Sultanate period, blade-15th century
Hilt-18th century

Total length 81.1 cm

Blade 65.6 cm

Hilt 15.5 cm

Nimcha Kilij—-Curved blade with sharp edge on the convex side, the lower
part is double-edged. The hilt consists of two pieces of bud-shaped rivets
riveted to a steel tang shaped to the size.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date Early 19th century
Total length 54.8 cm

Blade 44.3 cm

Hile 10.5 cm

Kilij—Curved shamshir blade of Damascus steel with an illegible inscription
on one side. The upper side of the blade is strengthened with additional
metal sheath which is damascened in gold in floral and creeper design.
Plain solid pistol-shaped hilt bears a hole at the curved pommel. Wooden
sheath is covered with shagreen leather and is mounted with upper,
middle and lower fittings in perforated design. The mountings are of
silver.

Provenance Delhi
School Indo-Turkish
Date Sultanate period, 15th century
Total length 97.5cm ’
Blade 80.2 cm
Hilt 17.3 cm
SALAPA

Salapa—Straight blade, single-edged on one side, double-edged at the
lower end having three grooves. The talwdr hilt has the pommel like that
of a crutch. The steel hilt is plain; only the grip has curvilinear lines.
Brown wooden sheath is covered with brown leather.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccan
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Date 18th century
Total length 98.8 cm
Blade ‘ 81.6 cm
Hilt 172 cm

Salapa—Straight blade, single-edged at the lower end; the blade has a
groove from the beginning to about 3/4 inches of the length. The blade is
manufactured in London. The ialwar hilt has a crutch pommel. The entire
hilt is damascened in gold in floral and creeper design in relief. The
wooden sheath is covered with brown leather and has a chape, decorated
in the style of the hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani with East India Company impact
Date 18th century

Total length 97.2 cm

Blade 82.5 cm

Hilt 14.7 cm

Saldpa—Straight, long, double-edged blade with a groove bearing some
illegible inscriptions in English. Plain falwdr hilt has a crutch pommel.
Wooden sheath is covered with printed velvet.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date Early 19th century

Total length 122.1 cm

Blade 106.6 cm

Hilt 15.5 cm
ZULFIQAR

Zulfigar—Similar to No.69/LI111

Provenance Almora, Uuar Pradesh

School Pahiri

Date 16th century

Total length 94.4 cm

Blade 66.0 cm

Hilt 28.4 cm

Zulfigar-The blade on the convex side is serrated all through and on the
concave side serrated on the lower edge only; the blade bifurcates and has
a round hole which looks like the beak of a bird. The blade is flexible and
has a strong back edge. Plain khdnda hilt is riveted to the blade.

Provenance Almora, Uttar Pradesh
School Pahiri

Date 16th century

Total length 98.3 cm

Blade 66.7 cm

Hilt 31.6 cm
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Zulfigdr~The curved sword is bifurcated at the lower end like the beak of
a bird. Jauhar invisible; an inscription in gold in the middie of the blade
reads Ya Allah in Arabic. The part of the blade near the hilt is damascened
in gold in floral and creeper design on both the sides. Delhishdhi hilt has
gold work in koftgari in floral and creeper design. The wooden sheath is
covered with red velvet cloth and is fitted with upper and middle fittings
and chape. The upper and middle fittings are damascened in gold; each
one of them bears the name Baji Sahdb at four places. Two steel rings,
each to the upper and middie fitting, are attached.

Provenance North India
School Hilt Mughal; Blade, East India Company
Date Early 19th century
Total length 98.4 cm
Blade ' 82.7 cm
- Hilt 15.7 cm
YATAGHAN

237. 276/LIV-A Yaiaghan—Curved blade of Damascus steel. One side of the blade is

inscribed all over in gold damascening recording the names of Alldh and
verses in Arabic. The back edge is damascened in gold with verses from
the holy Quran. Steel hilt is fitted with two pieces of horns. The pistol-
hilt-shaped pommel has a hole. The guard of metal is engraved in relief
with bow, arrow and quiver on each side. One quillon is drooping down
and the other is curved upwards. A chain is attached to serve as the
knuckle-guard. Wooden sheath is covered with black leather and is fitted
with long tehndl, long chape and a small middle fitting engraved with a
motif of bow, arrow and quiver in relief in the style of the guard.

Provenance Delhi

School Indo-Turkish

Date Sultanate period, 15th century
Total length 102.1 cm

Blade 83.4 cm

Hilt 18.7 cm

238. 288/LIV-A Yataghan—Curved blade of Damascus steel, edge on convex side; the back

edge on one side is inscribed in gold reading Mdsha Allah. Allah Jawahar-i-
Amala. On the other side Amal-i-Foor. The pistol hilt is covered with two
pieces of horn and has a hole on the pommel for the sword-knot. The
guard with the long quillons is engraved in high relief with floral and
creeper design. The modern sheath is covered with faded green velvet
and has a long muhnal, a long tehnal and two middle fittings with steel
rings. All these sheath fittings are ornamented in the style of the guard of
the hilt.

Provenance Delhi

School Indo-Turkish
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Date Sultanate period, 15th century
Total length 99.1 cm
Blade 81.5 cm
Hilt 17.6 cm
SAIF

Saif-Indo-Arabic saif, recurved plain blade, single-edged from the
beginning and double-edged at the lower part. The hilt, made of silver,
consists of a peculiar curved pommel, tubular grip, small bud-shaped
quillons and triangular langets (one of them is broken and missing). A
sword-knot of silver chain is attached. The wooden sheath is encased
completely with thick silver plates having three bands chiselled all over in
floral, creeper and geometrical designs. Two loops are attached.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date Late 17th century
Total length 84.7 cm

Blade 67.2 ¢m

Hilt 17.5 cm

Saif-Indo-Arabic saif, almost stmilar to No.318/LIV-A and both form a
pair.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date Late 17th century
Total length 84.0 cm
Blade 67.4 cm
Hilt 16.6 cm

DHA

Dha-Single-edged, pointed, straight blade with two grooves on each side;
the hilt is wrapped with silver wire and capped with perforated sitver. The
wooden sheath is covered with thick silver plates engraved all over.

Provenance Assam

School North-eastern India
Date 18th century

Total length 52.5 cm

Blade %9.2 cm

Hilt 13.0 cm

Khamti Dha-Single-edged, slightly curved, heavy blade with a stout edge.
The tip is cut like a crescent. The slightly curved rectangular hilt is of
steel. Sheath modern.

Provenance Assam

School North-east India

Date Early 19th century



243. 366/L1V
& 367/L1V

244. 19/LIV-A

245. 54/L111

246. 31/L111

CATALOGUE OF EDGED ARMS AND ARMOUR IN SALARJUNG MUSEUM

Total length 61.5 cm

Blade 49.2 cm

Hilt 12.3 cm
NAGAN

Négan—Double-edged blade curved like a snake. The blade is decorated
with various wild animals in golden wires on both the sides. The steel hilt,

shaped like a bird, has a knuckle-guard and is damascened in' gold kofigari.
The wooden sheath, covered with green velvet, is modern. Both form a

pair.

Provenance Hyderabad

School ' Deccani

Date Early 19th century
Total length : 714 cm

Blade 59.0 cm

Hilt 12.4 cm

Serpentine Sword—Plain blade, double-edged having one small groove on
both sides. On one side it bears inscription in Nastiliq script in Arabic lan-
guage. It is a part of Nad-i-Ali. The hilt is first plated with gold and then
floral and creeper designs are engraved upon it. The straight wooden
sheath is covered with faded velvet and is fitted with gold-plated chape.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date Beginning of the 19th century
Total length 103.1 cm

Blade 86.6 cm

Hilt 16.5 cm

Pattisd~Single-edged straight blade slightly wider at the lower end. The
point is triangular. The upper side bears mythical figures including
Ganesh, Durgi, etc. Hilt is like that of a khdnda with its quillons shaped
like parrots and are drooping down. The hilt bears traces of gold work.

Provenance Maharashtra
School Maratha

Date Late 18th century
Total length 105.4 cm

Blade 85.2 cm

Hilt 20.2 cm

MISC. SWORDS

Turkish Sword-Slightly curved blade bears grooves. The inscription in
Arabic in zarbuland style read$: Karkane sarakhsikhan wall Daghistdn dated
1112 A.H. The hilt of silver is beautifully engraved and ornamented with
niello design. The wooden sheath is covered with silver all over; on one
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side it is delicately ornamented with niellow and enamelling, on the other
side it is engraved with florat design. It seems that the work on the other
side of the silver sheath cou!d not be finished; the drawings are still to be
seen.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 1112 A.H.
Total length 93.5 cm
Blade 78.5 cm
Hile 15.0 cm

Caucassian Sword—Carved with two grooves and one depression on each
side. Half of the blade is decorated with gold against blue background.
The hilt, pistol-shaped, is covered with ivory pieces and is damascened in
gold. The wooden sheath is covered with red velvet, the one side of which
is plain and the other side is fitted with ivory piece damascened in gold all
over in the style of the hilt. The sheath has one upper, one lower and two

middle fittings.

Provenance Delhi

School Indo-Turkish

Date 15th century (gold work was done at a
later date) '

Total length 95.6 cm

Blade 79.5 cm

Hile 16.1 cm

Rapier—Straight, narrow sword for fencing; single-edged at the lower end
with one groove on each side. The zafar takiya hilt is decorated all over
with floral and creeper design in gold in zarbuland style. The wooden
sheath is covered with brown leather and has a chape in the style of the
hilt.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date Early 19th century
Total length 97.5 cm

Blade 82.5 cm

Ril 15.0 cm

Straight Sword—Plain blade. A double barrelied flintlock pistol is affixed to
it. The pistol is embellished with gold damascening and inscriptions all
over. The inscriptions record Noor Ali Shah Asrér Hussain and Nad-i-AlL.
Straight hilt of steel has curvilinear design. Wooden sheath is covered with
red velvet and is fitted with middle and lower fittings which are or-
namented in the style of the pistol.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date Early 19th century
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Total length 70.6 cm
Blade 59.0 cm
Hilt 11.6 cm

Sword—Curved blade profusely engraved with floral and creeper design,
manufactured by Henry Wilkinson, Pall Mall, London. The name of the
firm is written both in English and in Urdu. The pistol-grip-shaped-hilt is
of shamshir style. It is made of steel and is fitted with ivory sheets, one of
them is completely missing and the second is partly missing and is dam-
aged. The wooden sheath is covered with brown leather and is fitted with
upper, middle and lower fittings of silver, profusely ornamented. It was
manufactured in London by special appoinment for a Deccan ruler.

Provenance London

School British

Date Late 19th century
Total length 102.8 cm

Blade 85.1 cm

Hilt 17.7 cm

Sword-Single-edged, straight with slightly curved tip. The back edge is en-
graved all over with geometrical design. The cylindrical silver hilt, ter-
minating like an antenna, tovers the major part of the blade also and is
engraved all over with floral and creeper design. The damaged wooden
sheath covered with red velvet has perforated silver muhnal and tehnal.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date Early 19th centur
Total length 81.9 cm -
Blade 65.2 cm

Hilt 16.7 cm

Sword-Single-edged straight sword, plain blade with a depression on both
sides. The hilt with a globular pommel and oval-shaped grip is profusely
damascened in gold in floral and creeper design and bears inscriptions in
gold on both sides in Naskh script and Persian language they read Barkhe
ajal {lighting of death) and ydde baiza (white hand of Moses). Sheath is mis-

sing.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date ‘Mid. 19th century
Total length 96.0 cm ‘
Blade 82.7 cm

Hile 133 cm

Sword—Recurved, plain blade with a deep groove, single-edged from the
beginning and double-edged at the lower end. The ivory hilt is shaped like
the head of a lion. It has no sheath.
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Provenance
School

Date

Total length
Blade

Hilt
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Karnataka
Mysore Style
Late 18th century
98.7 cm

81.7 cm

17.0 cm

Sword-Presented by the Prince of Wales to Nawib Mukhtar-ul-Mulk Sir
Salar Jung Bahadur in 1875. The blade was manufactured by Wilkinson in
London. The pistol-shaped hilt is covered with two pieces of ivory. Metal
sheath is fitted with upper, middle and lower fittings of copper engraved
with floral motif and fitted with crown designs in silver.

Provenance
School

Date

Total length
Blade

Hilt

London
European
1875 A.D.
99.2 cm
83.3 cm
15.9 cm

Curved Sword—Presented to Nawab Salar Jung Bahadur by Viscount Kitch-
ner, the then Commander-in-chief of India, in 1908. The European blade
is beautifully etched. The pistol-shaped hilt is covered with two ivory
pieces. The cross-guard and the hilt is like that of a Turkish gilich.

Provenance
School

Date

Total length
Blade

Hilt

London
European
1908 A.D.
100.0 cm
84.5 cm

15.5 cm



CHAPTER III
DAGGER

ORIGIN

The beginning of a dagger can be traced in the flint handaxes of the Stone Age.
Dagger was a weapon with short blade designated for thrusting, and used for close hand to
hand fighting or in a situation where the warrior was unable to take the swing with the
sword. The princesses invariably kept a dagger or a knife with them for self defence or for
commltung suicide, if there was no way out to save their chastity. These were also used in
hunting, in games, in giving and taking presents and in domestic affairs.'

CLASSIFICATION
1. Afghan Knife

It has a stright, heavy, single-edged blade tapering gradually from the hilt to the point.?
The back edge, thick and wide, has a mid-rib. The hilt is formed of two flat pieces of horn,
bone or ivory riveted o the flat tang. It is also called Khyber knife since it is the natlonal
dagger of the Afridis® living near the Khyber Pass between India and Afghanistan.’ This
specimen became very popular in India during the Mughal period.”

2. Bhyj

It is a short, heavy, single;edged axe-cum-dagger whose blade is mounted in line with
straight handte about 20 inches long. It is the weapon of Bhu; m Gujarat whose name it
bears. There is usually an elephant’s head at the base of the blade.

3. Bichhawa

Literally a ‘scorpion’,” It was doubly curved and double-edged with a guarded or
looped hilt. It was made both right-and-left-handed and sometimes had forked blades.
Sometimes it was combined with tiger-claw (baghnakha) and the two weapons in one were
called bichhawa-baghnakha. 8

4, Chztcmum

It has double~edged recurved blade. The pommel and the éuard are nearly of the
same shape and size and usually forged with one piece with the blade. This was a favourite
dagger of the Marathas.’

5. Jamha

Its blade is invariably curved and mostly of fine watered steel.'® The hilt of wood, horn,
ivory or metal is delicately carved, sometimes studded with jewels. The scabbards -are
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covered with stamped leather, silk or velvet and have mounts, lockets and chape which are
chased, inlaid, enamelled or otherwise ornamented.'!

6. Jamadhar

Wrongly called kata7. It is a typical Indian dagger found nowhere else.'* Its handle is
made of two parallel bars connected by two or more cross-pieces.'” The triangular-shaped,
duble-edged blade gradually tapers and has a thickened end. Probably the Maratha gauntlet
paitd sword might have evolved from the jamadhar.*

7. Kard

It is a straight-bladed dagger with a straight hilt and no guard. It was introduced by the
Mughals in the 16th century A.D.'® It is a fanciful weapon generally carried by the
princesses. It is mostly of Damascus steel, is single-edged and the point is thickened to
permit it to be forced through mail.'® The small hilt is made of _iadc, agate, crystal, ivory
(both elephant and walrus) or some other metal or precious stone.'

8. Khanjar

This was the favourite of the Muqhals. The double-edged, slightly curved blade was
usually of fine forging of watered steel.”® The hilt, made of ivory or metal or semi-precious
stone, was frequently set with jewels.'” The pommel is carved like an animal, a bird or a
flower.

9. Khanjarali

It is a Hindu dagger, mainly from Vijayanagar in South India, with a strongly
double-edged blade and a large lunette pommel.*” The hilt is made of two pieces of ivory
riveted to a flat tang. The blade is recurved and grooved and has a thickened end. it has a
small knuckle-guard.

10. Kindjal

It originated in Caucasus and was introduced in India by the Turks in the 13th century
A.D.2' 1t has a broad, double-edged blade with parallel sides for the greater part of its
length, and a very fine long sharp point. It has one deep groove; on both sides, running
from the top to a few inches near the bottom. The hilt has broad, hemispherical or
dome-shaped pommel with two or more dome-shaped rivets on the front side of the grip. %
Its two variants are gdma and quadddira.

11.  Peshgabz

Literally ‘foregrip’. It was pointed one-edﬁed dagger having a thick straight back to the
blade and a straight handle without a guard.”" The blade of T-section was wide at the hilt,
narrowed just below it and then tapered regularly to a vary slender point. The hilt has no
distinct pommel. A small tang or a ring is often attached to the top of the hil, 4

12. Quma

There is hardly any distincation between a qumd, a kindjal and a quaddara. All have the
same kind of double-edged, straight blade with a deep groove and a typical hilt. However,
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the qumds vary less in size than kindjals and are more uniformly of good workmanship. The
quadddrd is, in fact, a very long kindjal, the longest of the three.

13. Bara Jamadaddu

It is a Maratha form of jamadhar intermediate in size between the ususl jamadhar and
the gauntlet (patid) sword. It is an elongated jamadhar.?’ It has a long, double-edged,
pointed blade grooved all over. The comparatively short hilt bears a knuckle-guard and is
padded with velvet.

14. Chhura

It is a general name for daggers, the smaller ones being called chhuri. Technically it
refers to the daggers used in the North-west frontiers. The blade is quite wide at the hilt,
narrowing suddenly just below it, and then tapering regularly to a slender point. It has no
distinct pommel. The sheath of wood is covered with leather.

15.  Tanjore Dagger

Originated in Tanjore, Tamilnadu hence the name. It has a recurved, double-edged
blade (sometimes of brass) terminating into the head of a lion with a knuckle-guard.

16. Ayda Kaii

It has a broad, heavy single-edged blade very much wide at the end than at the hilt and
sharp on the concave side. The hilt is either of horn, wood or ivory. It has no guard but has
a large kite-shaped pommel. It was mostly worn unsheathed upon the back being passed
through a flattened brass ring with a spike projecting from its centre which was attached to
a belt fastened by massive silver chains in front. This was very popular among the Moplahs
of Coorg (Malabar) and was also used in Karnataka.

CONCLUSION

Most soldiers and kings have carried some kind of a dagger or knife from the earliest
times. Changes in styles in daggers were fewer than with the swords and at a given period
several types were in use. There are many references of daggers in Indian sculptures, in
paintings and on coins and a number of actual specimens of various types are available in
the different museums and private collections even today. Mention may be made of an
exquisite emerald and ruby fruit knife, encrusted with jewels said to have been owned by
Nar Jahan and the hunting knife of Jahingir studded with diamonds, rubies and emeralds
— both are in the Salar Jung Museum, Hyderabad. '

. REFERENCES

1. Generally a ‘dagger’ and a ‘knife’ is not distinguished, however, the basic function of a dagger is
to thrust, to stab, to penetrate or to pierce while that of a knife is 1o sever, to peel, 1o cut and to
sharpen.

2. It has been variously named as ‘Khyber knife’, ‘Afghan chhurd’, salawdr, charay, eic.

3.  The pommel of the hilt has a slight projection on one side but the most common variety had
the shape like the ridges of a hill. It is generally without a knuckle-guard. The wooden sheath,
mostly covered with stamped black leather, is lone enoush to cover the major nart of the hilt also.
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4. The blade of Khyber knife is generally of watered steel and measures between 15 to 30 inches.

5. In the National Museum, New Delhi, alone more than 500 such daggers of various shapes, sizes
and makes are preserved.

6. Two bhujs are displayed in the National Museum, New Delhi. Both are from Sind (now in
Pakistan) and are datable to the 18th century A.D. Both contain a small knife each concealed in their
handles.

7. The shape is derived from that of the old horn daggers which had the curve of buffalo horns
from which they were made. Still bichhaws is said to be named for its resemblance to the sting of a
scorpin (bickhawd).

8. The finest specimens of bickhawd were produced in Tanjore (Tamilnadu) in the 17th-18th
centuries A.D. Here the blades, generally 9 inches long, are ribbed and the hilts, sometimes of
copper but generally of iron, are beautifully carved.

9. The total average length was 15 inches and width of the blade 2 inches. The blade was usually
ribbed with thickened end. It may not have a knukle-guard.

10. It is fundamentally an Arab dagger but is now almost universally foung in all those countries
where the Arabs lived at some time or the other. The finest examples were produced in Persia and
India in the 17th century.

11. In India many varieties of jambtd are available in all length and styles. The National Musuem,
New Delhi, alone has a few hundred jambias.

12.  This weapon has very widely been confused with katir. The etymology of the word is jams =
Yama, the God of Death, and dhar {(dadh, tooth) t.e., Jaws of Death.

13. The blade connot be bent. It is so stiff that nothing could stop it but a cuirass. The total length
of the weapon is 2 to 2 1/2 feet, one half of this being the blade.

14.  The jamadhar is by far the best purely thrusting knife. Some jamadhars are plain but most of
them are often chisetled, inlaid or perforated. The jamadhars have many variants.

15. It becamme one of the most popular weapons and today it is represented in good numbers in all
the museums of India having the collection of arms. More than 200 kards are preserved in the
National Museum, New Dethi, alone.

16. The kard and peshgabz sometimes look alike but the two are altogther differem weapons. The
blade of a peshqabz is wider near the ricasso and it abrupily tapers down giving a cresent-shaped look
and terminates into a point while the kard blade tapers gradually.

17. The averge total length of a Aard is about 12 inches out of which the blade alone measures 8
inches.

18. It was more highly decorated than any other form of knife. The hilis of kkanjar are perhaps
the finest which are made of some hard material and frequently set with jewels. The wooden
sheaths, covered with velvet, are studded 1o match the hilts.

19. In the Salar jung Museum, Hyderabad, are displayed the personal khanjars of Jahingir and
his wife Nir Jahan while that of Aurangzéb is exhibited in the National Museum, New Delhi.

20. The peculiarity of the weapon lies in its hilt, specially the pommel.

21.  The blades are frequently paneled and marked with seals. The inscriptions, damascened in
_ gold, are found on both sides of the blade.
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22. A very common sight is two different cheeks, one of ivory and the second of horn, riveted to
the steel tang to form the hilt. The sheaths are covered with shagreen leather and mounted with
silver chapes and lockets, tastefully chiselled.

23. The peshqabz was fundamentally invented for forcing an opening in mail and it admirably does
its job. The sheath of wood is covered with velvet and fitted with silver mountings. Complete silver
scabbards, ornamented all over, are also available.

24. A peshqabz displayed in the Alwar Museum, Alwar (Rajasthan), has the hilt of steel damascened
in gold, the hilt is hollow and conceals a knife, a saw, a chisel and a file with ivory handles.

25.  G.C. Stone, op. cit., p. 519, fig. 663.
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KARD

Kard-Single-edged blade of watered steel of quma variety with a thickened
tip. The part near the forte in chiselled with flowers and creepers on both
sides. The upper band and a part of the back edge is damascened in gold.
The tubular plain hilt is of walrus ivory. Wooden sheath, encased with red
velvet, is fitted with perforated silver chape.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date c 1730 A.D.
Total length 34.0 cm
Blade 21.9 cm

Hilt ' 12.1 ¢cm

Kard-Fine Damascus steel blade; hilt of two pieces of walrus ivory fixed
on the bud-shaped steel tang whose borders are damascened in floral
design in gold. Sheath modern.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date c 1725 A.D.
Total length 31.1 cm
Blade 21.0 cm
Hils 10.1 cm

Kard—-Damascus steel blade whose upper side has a gold damascened
band. Plain tubular hilt of solid walrus ivory. Sheath modern.

Provenance Alwar, Rajasthan
School Mughal
Date c 1700 A.D.
Total length 32.9 cm
Blade 21.7 cm

Hilt ' 11.2 cm
Kard—Similar 1o No.176/LIV

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date c 1720 A.D.
Total length 314 cm
Blade 21.1 cm

Hilt 10.3 em

Kard-Single-edged, straight blade of watered steel. The upper band is
damascened in gold in floral design. The tubular hilt is of walrus ivory.
The wooden sheath with red velvet is fitted with perforated silver muhnal
and tehnal.

Provenance North India

School Late Mughal

Date ¢ 1780 A.D.
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Total length 33.0 cm
Blade 21.3 cm
Hilt 11.7 cm

Kard—Straight blade of Damascus steel. The upper side is damascened in
gold in relief. Plain hilt of walrus ivory. Sheath modern, Inscription Jam#
on blade.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date c 1720 AD.
Total length 28.6 cm
Blade 17.8 cm

Hilt 10.8 cm

Kard-Two independent kards of watered steel blade made as if to form
one single kard; one half has slits and the second half originally had the
knobs (now broken). The tubular hilt is made of two pieces of walrus ivory
with a steel base. The wooden sheath wnth black velvet is encased with per-
forated muknal and tehnal.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date Late 18th century
Total length 328 cm

Blade 21.0 cm

Hilt 11.8 cm

Kard-Single-edged, straight blade of watered steel of qumé variety. The -
part near the forte is damascened in gold koftgari. Plain tubular hilt is of
walrus ivory. The wooden sheath, covered with faded blue velvet, has
upper and lower fittings of perforated silver.

Provenance _ North India
School Late Mughal
Date c 1730 A.D.
Total length 34.0 cm
Blade 22.3 cm

Hilt 11.7 cm
Kard-Similar to No.189/LIV with little variation in ornamentation.
Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date ¢ 1750 A.D.
Total length 34.5 cm
Blade 21.5 cm

Hilt 13.0cm

Kard-Watered steel blade, cylindrical hilt of two walrus ivory pieces
riveted to the steel plate. The borders of the hilt are damascened in gold
in floral and creeper design in'tehnishdn style. Sheath modern.
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Provenance Alwar, Rajasthan
School Mughal
Date c 1700 A.D.
Total length 36.0 cm
Blade 23.4 cm
Hilt 12.6 cm

Kard-Single-edged, watered steel blade of Kard Khurdssin variety. The
steel hilt is supported by two pieces of plain ivory and its both sides are
embellished with Quranic verses in Arabic in gold. The wooden sheath is
covered with black leather.

Provenance Delhi or Alwar
School Mughal

Date ¢ 1700 A.D.
Total length 32.1 cm

Blade 20.9 cm

Hilt 11.2 cm

Kard—Damascus-steel blade with upper side damascened in gold. The hilt
consists of two ivory cheeks riveted to a steel plate.

Provenance Rajasthan

School Rajput

Date Early 18th century
Total length 38.3 cm

Blade 27.6 cm

Hilt 10.7 em

Kard-Straight blade, ricasso damascened in gold in low relief showing two
birds and flowers on each side. Steel hilt is covered with two pieces of wal-
rus ivory. Sheath modern.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date Late 17th century
Total length 32.3 cm

Blade 20.7 cm

Hilt 11.6 cm

Kard-Single-edged, straight blade of watered steel engraved with inscrip-
tion in Persian reading Taqui. The upper part of the hilt is damascened in
floral design in gold. The steel hilt is covered with two cheeks of plain
ivory; one of them is broken; sheath modern.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Period 17th century
Total length - 356 cm

Blade 24.0 cm
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Hilt 11.6 cm

Kard-Similar to No.180-LIV but the hilt is of two pieces of walrus ivory.
Wooden sheath, covered with blue velvet and fitted with muknal and teh-
ndl, is damascened in floral design in gold. A small steel locket is attached
to the muhknal.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date c 1725 A.D.
Total length 29.4 cm
Blade 18.5 cm
Hilt 109 cm

Kard-Similar to No.176 LIV. The modern sheath is fitted with original
gold-plated muhnal.

Provenace North India
School Mughal
Date c 1720 A.D.
Total length 29.7 cm
Blade 19.5 em
Hilt 10.2 cm

Kard—Straight blade of Damascus steel. Cylindrical hilt of solid one piece
stone is encased with a metal cap which is damascened in gold. Modern
sheath has an upper and lower fitting beautifully damascened in gold in
Ganga-Yamuni work. These fittings, however, belong to some other sheath.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 28.1 cm
Blade 16.9 cm

Hilt y 11.2 cm

Kard—Straight blade of Damascus steel. Ricasso shows a flower with four
leaves on each side in high relief and is gold-plated. Damaged cylindrical
hilt is of crystal. No sheath.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani’
Date 18th century
Total length 25.2 cm
Blade 15.3 cm

Hilt 9.9 cm

Kard-Single-edged blade of watered steel whose upper part is engraved
with floral and creeper design. The portion near the hilt consists of solid
head of an elephant whose eyes are studded with two red stones. The
octagonal, solid, plain ivory handle has a screw with which the blade is
screwed. Sheath missing.

Provenance Rajasthan
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School Rajput
Date Late 18th century
Total length 35.6 cm
Blade 19.3 cm
Hilt 16.3 cm
Kard-Similar to No. 176 LIV but without gold damascening.
Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date ¢ 1720 A.D.
Total length 27.6 cm
Blade 17.2 cm
Hilt 10.4 cm
Kard—Damascus steel blade; tubular hilt of plain steel; sheath modern.
Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccam
Date 18th century
Total length 33.2 cmn
Blade 21.9 cm
Hilt 11.3 cm
Kard~Damascus steel blade, tubular hilt of plain steel. Sheath modern.
Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 33.5 cm
Blade 214 cm
Hilt 11.1 ¢cm

Kard—Watered steel blade has onesgroove on the upper side of the blade
and the second groove on the reverse side at the lower end. The hih,
covered with silver plate, is engraved with floral, creeper and dot design.

Sheath is modern.
Provenance
School

Date

Total length
Blade

Hilt

North-west India
Pathin

17th century
30.8 cm

19.7 cm

11.1 cm

Kard—Damascus steel blade, hilt of one piece of jade. Wooden sheath
covered with faded velvet has gold-plated tehndl and muhnal.

Provenance
School

Date

Total length
Blade

North India
Late Mughal
18th century
27.1 cm
17.8 cm
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Hilt 9.3 cm

Kard-Single-edged, straight blade of watered steel. lis upper side is
damascened in gold. The cylindrical hilt of walrus ivory is engraved with
floral and creeper motif all over. Sheath modern.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Late 17th century
Total length 27.1 cm

Blade 16.3 cm

Hilt 10.8 cm

- 'Kard-1t was meant for the young princess. It has watered steel blade and a

tubular hilt of the solid piece of walrus ivory. The lower part of the hiit is
damascened in floral deslgn in gold. Sheath modern.

Provenance Lahore (now in Pakistan)
School Late Mughal
Date c 1720 A.D.
Total length . 27.5 cm
Blade 169 cm

Hilt 10.6 cm
Kard—Similar to No. 176 L1V

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date c 1720 AD.
Total length " 28.7cm
Blade 19.2 cm

Hilt 9.5 cm

Kard-1It was for the young princes made of Damascus steel blade. Cylin-
drical hilt of walrus ivory is cracked. Sheath modern.

Provenance North India
School . Mughal
Date 17th century
Total length 23.5 cm
Blade 139 cm

Hilt 9.6 cm

Kard-Single-edged, straight blade of fine Damascus. The upper side is
engraved with floral design and at places is damascened in gold. Plain
tubular hilt is of walrus ivory. Sheath modern.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Late 17th century
Total length 24.6 cm

Blade 149 cm

Hilt 9.7 cm
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Kard-Blade of welded Damascus. The cylindrical hilt is damascened in

gold kofigari all over. The tubular steel sheath is profusely damascened in
gold and has a silver buckle.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date c 1760 A.D.
Total length 28.6 cm
Blade 18.0 cm

Hilt 10.6 cm

Kard—Watered steel blade straight on the side of the edge and curved on
the back edge. Cylindrical hilt of one solid stone has a knob on the top
(now missing) and a steel cap damascened in gold below. Wooden sheath
(damaged) is covered with red velvet.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 35.0 cm
Blade 22.7 cm

Hilt 12.3 cm

Kard-Single-edged, straight blade of watered steel of Kara Khurdssan vari-
ety. The hollow silver hilt has enamelled blue surface and is inlaid with
silver wire in high relief forming floral and creeper design. The wooden
sheath with faded red velvet has muhnal and tehnal which are embellished
in the style of the hiit.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date Late 18th century
Total length 30.7 cm

Blade 20.3 cm

Hilt 10.4 cm

Kard-Single-edged, straight blade of watered steel of qumd variety with its
upper side damascened in gold, in frond design in zarbuland technique.
The tubular hilt is of dark green plain jade and its lower part is capped
with steel and is damascened in frond design in gold in lehnighdn style. The
wooden sheath with its red velvet is encased with steel tehndl and muhndl
which are damascened in two different kinds of gold forming floral design
in Gangd-Yamuni variety.

Provenance Rajasthan

School ' Rajput

Date Early 18th century
Total length 98.4 cm

Blade 81.6 cm

Hilt 16.8 cm

" Kard--Similar to No. 180-LIV; Sheath modern.
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Provenance North India
School " Late Mughal
Date c 1725 A.D.
Total length 38.5 cm
Blade 264 cm

Hilt 12.1 cm

Kard-Single-edged, straight blade of Damascus steel of Kard Khurdssan
variety. The upper side of the blade is damascened in gold in floral design
in tehnishan style. The steel hilt is covered with two pieces of ivory and is
damascened in frond design in gold. The wooden sheath is covered with
damaged embroidered silk.

Provenance Alwar, Rajasthan
School Mughal

Date ¢ 1700 A.D.
Total length 28.9 cm

Blade 16.8 cm

Hilu }12.1 cm
Kard—-Similar to No. 180 LIV. Sheath modern.
Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date c 1725 AD.
Total length 35.2 cm

Blade 23.7 cm

Hilt - 11.5cm

Kard-Damascus steel blade. The hilt consists of two plates of steel tang
shaped to the size. The borders of the hilt are damascened in gold in
geometrical design. Sheath modern.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date Early 18th century
Total length 122.1 cm

Blade 106.6 cm

Hilt 15.5 cm

Kard-Very long blade of fine Damascus steel. The octagonal hilt of solid
steel has gold damascening on its borders. Sheath modern fitted with orig-
inal muhnal and tehnal damascened in gold kofigari. .

Provenance North-west India
School Pathin

Date Early 18th century
Total length 38.0 cm

Blade 25.0 cm

Hilt 13.0 em

Kard-Straight blade of Damascus steel; steel hilt covered with two pieces
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of walrus ivory. The steel hilt contains 12 names of Allih in Arabic and Y&
Kani el Hajad and Muhammad and Ali in gold. Sheath with muhnal and teh-

ndl is of perforated silver,

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date 17th century
Total length 34.4 cm
Blade 229 cm

Hilt 11.5cm

Kard-Fine Damascus steel blade with a rounded tip and a rib on the back
edge. The hilt consists of two pieces of walrus ivory riveted to the steel
plate. The sides of the hilt and its lower part are damascened in gold in
floral and creeper design in zarbuland style. There is a gap between the hilt
and the base of the blade which has been fitted with the help of nails.
Sheath modern.

Provenance Lahore (now in Pakistan)
School Mughal

Date c 1700 A.D.

Total length 38.8 cm

Blade 253 cm

Hilt _ 13.5 cm

Kard-Damascus steel blade; hilt of one piece of solid ivory engraved all
over with floral and creeper design and studded with six emeralds.
Wooden sheath, covered with shagreen leather, has a plain muhnal, a small
buckle and long chape of perforated silver.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Mid. 17th century
Total length 38.5 cm

Blade 26.1 cm

Hilt 124 cm
Kard—Similar to No. 30/L1V. Sheath modern.
Provenance Alwar, Rajasthan
School Mughal

Date c 1700 A.D.
Total length 35.6 cm

Blade 23.7 cm

Hilt 11.9cm
Kard-Similar to No. 30/L1V, sheath modern.
Provenace Alwar (Rajasthan)
School Mughal

Date ¢ 1700 A.D.

Total length 35.3 cm
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Blade 238 cm

Hilt ' 11.5 em
Kard—Similar to No. 173/LIV. Sheath modern.
Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date ¢ 1700 A.D.
Total length 38.4 cm

Blade 26.8 cm

Hilt 11.6 cm

Kard-Single-edged, straight blade of Damascus steel. The hilt is fitted with
two cheeks of plain walrus ivory. Blade bears a small inscription in gold
reading Taqui. The wooden sheath is covered with damaged red velvet and
gold-plated muhnal and tehnal.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 17th century
Total length 37.5 cm
Blade 24.0 cm

Hilt 13.5 cm

Kard—Fine Damascus steel blade; the part near the forte and above it is
beautifully inscribed in gold in tehnishdn style. The inscription reads :
Sahabs-i-Sultan Ada. The hilt consists of two cheeks of walrus ivory riveted
to the Damascus steel plate. The back edge of the blade is partly inscribed.
Sheath missing.

Provenance Delhi

School Sultanate period
Date 15th century
Total length 38.4 cm

Blade 24.0 cm

Hilt 144 cm

Kard-Fine Damascus steel blade; the upper part of the hilt, the forte and
side portion of back edge are inscribed in gold damascening in tehnishan
style. There is a rib on the groove. The hilt consists of two pieces of walrus
ivory fixed to the steel tang, flattened and shaped to the size. Sheath mod-
ern, The inscription records the Ailus Hasan from the holy Quran.

Provenance Delhi

School _ Sultanate period
Date 15th century
Total length 372 cm

Blade 228 cm

Hilt 14.4 cm

Kard-Damascus steel blade. The part near the forte is engraved with floral
and creeper design. The hilt consists of two pieces of ivory riveted to a
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stee] plate. The borders and the lower part of the hilt are damascened in
floral and creeper design in gold. Sheath modern.

Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date ¢ 1700 A.D.
Total length 38.2 cm

Blade 25.8 cm

Hilt 12.4 ¢m
Kard-Similar to No. 191/L1V, hilt broken, sheath modern.
Provenance North-west India
School Pathzan

Date c 1725 AD.
Total length 36.5 cm

Blade 24.0 cm

Hile 12.5 cm

Kard—Damascus steel blade, single-edged, gradually tapering and with a
thickened end. The part near ricasso is engraved in high relief on both
sides with inscriptions which are verses from the holy Quran in Arabic lan-
guage. The plain solid hilt is of silver. The wooden sheath is covered with
red faded velvet and is mounted with upper and lower fittings of chased
and perforated silver.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date c 1720 A.D.
Total length 36.6 cm
Blade 24.5 cm

Hilt 12,1 em

Kard--Straight blade of Damascus steel, upper part and the bands of the
hilt are damascened in gold in floral and creeper design. Steel hilt is
covered with two pieces of walrus ivory. Wooden sheath, covered with
shagreen leather, has a muhnal and tehnal damascened in gold.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date c 1720 A.D.
Total length 358 cm
Blade , 24.8 cm
Hilt 11.0 cm

Kard-Watered steel blade of Kard Khurdssdn variety, single-edged. The
part near the forte is damascened in gold in floral design in tehnishdn style.
The steel hilt is flanked by two plain ivory pieces and its sides are damas-
cened in gold. The damaged wooden sheath, covered with red velvet, has
a perforated silver chape.

Provenance Lahore (now in Pakistan)
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School Mughal
Date c 1700 AD.
Total length 344 cm
Blade 22.6 cm
Hile 11.8 em

Kard-Single-edged straight blade of artificial steel (sakél@) bearing some
impressions in English. Steel hilt is covered with two pieces of walrus
ivory. Its borders are damascened in gold in floral and creeper design in

zarbuland style.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Company School
Date Early 19th century
Total length 39.1 cm

Blade 26.5 cm

Hilt 12.6 cm

Kard-Fine Damascus steel blade; hilt of two pieces of ivory fixed on the
bud-shaped steel tang whose borders are damascened in floral design in
gold. Sheath modern.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date c 1725 A.D.
Total length 35.3 cm
Blade 24.5 cm

Hilt 10.8 cm

Kard—-Single-edged, straight blade of watered steel; steel hilt is fitted with
two cheeks of plain walrus ivory. The band of the hilt, all around, is
inscribed with illegible inscription in gold, probably verses from the holy
Quran. Sheath modern.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 17th century
Total length 33.7 cm
Blade 22.0 cm

Hilt 11.7 cm

Kard—Straight blade of Damascus steel of Kirknarduban style. The cylindri-
cal hilt of Damascus steel has borders damascened in gold. Sheath mod-
ern. :

Provenance Alwar (Rajasthan)
School Mughal
Date Mid. 17th century
Total length 31.5 cm
Blade ' 19.5 cm

Hilt ' 12.0 cm
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Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date c 1700 A.D.

Total length 39.5 c¢m

Blade 28.1 cm

Hile 11.4 cm
Kard-Similar to No. 188/LIV but the hilt is of elephant ivory.
Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date c 1700 A.D.

Total length »  36.4cm

Blade 25.0 cm _
Hilt 11.4 cm '

Kard-Straight blade of Damascus steel. The back edge shows pearls run-
ning (moti daudati) design. Forte is damascened in gold on both sides. Steel
hilt is covered with two pieces of walrus ivory. Sheath of some other piece.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date c 1720 AD.
Total length 34.1 cm
Blade 20.8 cm
Hiit 133 cm

Kard—Plain blade. The upper side of the blade and the entire back edge is
damascened in gold in floral and creeper design in tehnishan style. The
tubular hilt of a single piece of ivory has a design of carved flower at the
pommel. The wooden sheath, with faded red velvet, has its muhndl and
tehnal damascened in gold kofigari.

Provenance Rajasthan
School Rajput
Date c 1700 A.D.
Total length 35.6 cm
Blade 23.6 cm
Hilt 120 cm

Kard—Watered steel blade, cylindrical hilt of two walrus ivory pieces
riveted to a steel plate. The borders of the hilt are damascened in gold in
floral and creeper design in tehnishdn style. Sheath modern but muhnal and
tehndl are original and beautifully damascened in gold in zarbuland style. A
small locket is attached at the top. The quality of Damascus steel is very
fine. '

Provenance
School

Date

Total length

Alwar (Rajasthan)
Rajput
¢ 1700 A.D.

37.3 cm
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Blade 25.6 cm
Hilt - 11.7 cm

Kard-Damascus steel blade. The part near the forte is engraved with floral
design on both sides with gold line forming the border. The back edge has
a rib all over the hilt consisting of two pieces of walrus ivory riveted to the
bud-shaped steel tang. The borders and the lower part of the hilt are
damascened in floral design in gold and it has a gold damascened locket at

the top. :
Provenance Delhi
School Mughal
Date ¢ 1700 A.D.
Total length 34.8 cm
Blade 21.3 cm
Hilt - 13.5 cm

Kard-Single-edged blade of watered steel of qguma variety. The part near
the forte is damascened in floral and creeper design in gold. The two wal-
rus ivory pieces are riveted to the steel hilt whose both sides and lower
part are damascened in gold. The wooden sheath, covered with faded red
velvet, is fitted with metallic muhndl and tehnal and has a silver locket.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date c 1750 A.D.
Total length 36.1 cm
Blade 22.0 cm
Hilt 14.1 ¢m

Kard-Damascus steel blade whose upper side has a gold damascened
band. Plain tubular hilt is of solid walrus ivory. Sheeath modern.

Provenance Alwar (Rajasthan)
School Mughal

Date c 1700 A.D.

Total length 37.5 cm

Blade 248 cm

Hile 12.7 cm

Kard—Damascus steel blade with a thick tip. The part near the forte is
engraved with floral and creeper design. The hilt consists of two pieces of
walrus ivory riveted to a steel plate. The part below the hilt is also
engraved and bears the traces' of gold damascening. Badly damaged
wooden sheath has a steel muhndal with a locket.

Provenance North-west India
School Pathin

Date c 1725 A.D.
Total length 38.8 cm

Blade 245 cm
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Hilt 14.83 cm

Kard—Similar to No. 30/L1V, hilt badly damaged; sheath modern.
Provenance Alwar (Rajasthan)

School Mughal

Date ¢ 1700 A.D.

Total length 36.2 cm

Blade 23.3 cm

Hilt 12.9 cm

Kard-Very fine Damascus blade, tubular hilt of solid walrus ivory with a
small locket at the top and a steel cap at the bottom which is damascened
in gold. The ‘wooden sheath, covered with violet velvet, has muhnal and
tehnal damascened in floral and creeper design in gold in tehnishan style.
Two different kinds of gold have been used giving it a Gangd-Yamuni
effect.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Mid. 17th century
Total length 41.0 cm

Blade 27.3 cm

Hilt : 13.7 cm

Kard-Watered steel blade. The part near the forte is perforated and bears
the name of Allah and Muhammad amidst the holes. The hilt consists of
two pieces of cracked walrus ivory riveted to a steel plate. The sides of the
hilt are perforated and inscribed with the name of Allah, Muhammad,
Fatima, Hassan and Hussain. Sheath missing.

Provenance North-west India
School Pathan

Date Late 16th century
Total length 35.5 cm

Blade 24.1 cm

Hilt 11.4 cm
Kard-Similar to No. 176/LIV.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date c 1720 A.D.
Total length 323 cm

Blade 21.5 cm

Hilt 10.8 cm

Kard-Single-edged blade of watered steel of qumd variety. The part near
the forte is chiselled with creeper design. The tubular hilt is of walrus
ivory. The wooden sheath, covered with violet velvet, is fitted with perfo-
rated silver muhndl and tehnal.

Provenance North India
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School Late Mughal

Date c 1750 A.D.

Total length 32.1 cm

Blade 20.3 cm

Hilt 11.8 cm '

Kard-Straight blade; on the top of the back edge is inscribed verses from
the holy Qurdn in gold in Arabic. Steel hilt is covered with two pieces of
walrus ivory. The borders of the hilt are enamelled in red colour. Wooden
sheath, covered with red velvet, has a plain muknal, a buckle and a
bud-shaped tehnal of silver.

Provenance Rajasthan
School Rajput

Date 18th century
Total length 29.9 cm
Blade 18.0 cm

Hilt 11.9 cm

Kard—Damascus steel blade, tubular hilt of one piece of ivory. The steel
cap, joining the hilt and the blade, is damascened in gold. Sheath modern.

Provenance Rajasthan

School Rajput

Date Early 18th century
Total length 29.1 cm

Blade 17.3 cm

Hilt 11.8 cm

Kard-cum-peshkabz—Slightly curved, single-edged blade of watered steel
with grooves on both sides near the back edge. Similar short grooves are
seen on the back edge also. The damaged hilt consists of two pieces of wal-
rus ivory riveted to the steel tang shaped to the size. The borders are
covered with a chiselled silver plate. Wooden sheath is covered with brown
velvet and-has a gold damascened muhnal with a small locket.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date Mid. 18th century
Total length 32.8 em

Blade 21.2 cm

Hilt 11.6 cm

Kard~-Watered steel blade. The hilt consists of two ivory pieces riveted 10 a
steel tang. The borders of the steel hilt and the part near the forte is
damascened in gold keftgari. The ivory cheeks of the hilt are engraved
with human figures, two on each side. Sheath modern.

Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date Shah Jahan’s period (1627-1658 A.D.)
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Total length 30.7 cm
Blade 19.5 cm
Hile 112 em

Kard-Almost similar to No. 230/LIV. The stones from both the eyes are
missing. The hilt is without bands.

Provenance Agra or Delhi

School Mughal

Date Shih Jahin’s period (1627-1658 A.D.)
Total length 34.7 cm

Blade 22.2 cm

Hilt 12,5 em

Kard—Straight single-edged blade of watered steel. The hilt of one piece of
walrus ivory has its pornmel shaped like a ram whose one horn is broken
and missing. The part near the ricasso is damascened in gold.

Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date Mid. 17th century
Total length 32.5 cm

Blade 21.1 cm

Hilt 11.4 cm

Kard-Single-edged, watered steel blade of Kara Khurdssan variety. The hilt
of walrus ivory 1s carved like a ram whose eyes are fitted with semi-pre-
cious red stones (one missing). The hilt is wrapped with three gold-plated
steel bands. Sheath missing.

Provenance Delhi or Agra

School Mughal

Date Shih Jahin period (1627-1658 A.D.)
Total length 32.6 cm

Blade 21.2 cm

Hilt 11.4 cm

Kard-Damascus steel blade, cylindrical hilt of blue stone; sheath missing.
Provenance North India

School Late Mughal

Date c 1760 A.D.

Total length 32.9 cm

Blade 21.2 cm

Hilt 11.7 cm

Kard—-Similar to No. 251/LVI with green jade hilt.

Provenance North India

School Late Mughal

Date c 1760 A.D.

Total length 33.1cm
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Blade 214 cm
Hilt 11.7 cm
' JAMBIA

Jambia—Double-edged curved blade with medial-rib on both sides. The
ricasso is engraved with hunting scenes on both sides. The steel hilt is
engraved all over with floral, creeper and bird design. The wooden sheath
is covered with steel and is engraved all over with human figures.

Provenance Delhi

School Delhi Sultanate
Date 15th century
Total length 39.5 cm

Blade 26.6 cm

Hilt 12.9 cm

Jambia—Curved, double-edged blade with a medial-rib on each side of the
blade of Damascus steel. The upper side of the blade is inscribed, on both
sides, in gold which reads Ya Allah ya Hafeez in Naskh script and Arabic
language. The hilt is engraved with hunting scenes in relief. Wooden
sheath, covered with brown leather, has a silver chape.

Provenance North India
Schooil Mughal
Date 17th century
Total length 30.5 cm
Blade 21.0 cm

Hilt 9.5 cm

Jambia—Double-edged, curved blade of Damascus steel with a prominent
medial-rib and a thickened tip. The part near the forte is engraved with a
lotus flower design on each side. The hilt is shaped like a cylinder which
terminates in ‘three petal’ pattern and consists of two pieces of ivory
riveted to the steel plate. The sides of the plate are damascened in gold in
floral and creeper design. Sheath missing.

Provenance Lahore (now in Pdiustan)
School Mughal

Date 17th century

Total length 313 cm

Blade 20.2 cm

Hilt I11.1 cm

jambi&—Double-edged curved blade of Damascus steel with a medial-rib.
The hilt of metal is engraved with flower and creeper design in relief and
is gold-plated. Damaged wooden sheath is covered with faded velvet.

Provenance Hyderabad
School . Deccani
Date Late 17th century

Total length 51.8 cm
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Blade 21.9 cm
Hiit 9.9 cm

339. 110/LIV  Jambid—Curved, double-edged blade with a prominent mid-rib. Damari
shaped hilt of ivory. Sheath modern.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 31.8 cm
Blade 21.0 cm

Hilt 10.8 cm

340. 110/LIV-A Jambia—Watered steel blade, double-edged, with a medial-rib and a small
thickened end. The steel hilt is engraved with mscnptlom in guld all over
in relief along with floral and creeper design. The inscription in Naskh
script in Arabic language describes full Ayatul Qursi (verses from the holy
Quran referring to the victory) and is dated 801 A.H. The wooden sheath
covered with faded purple velvet is mounted with muhindl and fehnal of
steel damascened in gold in the style of the hilt but without inscriptions.

Provenance Delhi

School ] Sultanate School
Date 80) AH.

Total length 37.3 cm

Blade 25.8 cm

Hilt 11.5cm

341. 11 1/L1V-A Jambia—Curved, double-cdged blade with a prominent medial-rib on both
. sides. The watered steel is of Quma variety. The hollow steel hilt contains
several mimature instruments such as saw, pair of scissors, needles,
pricker, scale, divider, sewing needle, etc., all of steel. These instruments
are kept inside the hilt, the upper part of the hilt acts as an openable lid
screwed by two screws. The outer side of the hilt is profusely damascened
in gold in frond design. The wooden sheath, covered with faded red vel-
vet, has upper and lower fittings damascened in the style of the hiit. The
sheath has a spring locking device and a leaf-shaped buckle, which is
inscribed on both sides and is dated Rajab 11, 1301 A H. (i.e., 1880 A.D.)

Provenance North India

School Late Mughal

Date 1301 A.H. = 1880 A.D.
Total length 34.8 cm

Blade 21.8 cm

Hilt 13.0 cm .

342 112/LIV-A  Jambia—Curved blade, double-edged, with a prominent medial-rib on both
sides. The upper part is chiselled with creeper desngn partly damascened
in gold inscription. The damari-shaped plain hilt is of walrus ivory. The
wooden sheath, encased with velvet of violet colour, is fitted with muhnal
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and tehnal of perforated silver. It bears the name of the maker Ali Akbar
and records Amal-i-katarin Ali Akbar.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date c 1750 A.D.
Total length 394 ecm
Blade 27.0 cm

Hilt : 12.4 cm

Jambia—Curved blade of watered steel with a medial-rib on both sides. The
steel hilt is damascened in gold all over and amidst the floral and creeper
design bears inscription in Naskh script and arabic language referring to
the names of Panjatan (Allah, Muhammad, Ali, Fatima, Hassan, Hussain).
The wooden sheath, covered with green faded velvet, is mounted with
upper and lower fittings inscribed in gold with the names of allih and
Muhammad.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date 17th century
Total length 28.7 cm
Blade 17.9 em
Hilt 10.8 cm

Nimcha Jambié—Double-edged, curved blade with a medial-rib. The hilt of
ivory is covered with perforated silver plates. Sheath modern.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date 18th century
Total length 20.8 cm

Blade 12.3 cm

Hilt 8.5 cm .

345. 113/LIV-A Jambid—Double-edged curved blade of Damascus steel with a mid-rib and a

346. 115/L1V

thickened end. The hilt is of one solid piece of walrus ivory. Damaged
wooden sheath is covered with faded yellow velvet.

Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date 17th century
. Total length 36.7 cm

Blade 24.4 cm

Hilt 123 ¢cm

Jambia-Similar to No, 107/LIV with the part near the forte perforated and
damascened in gold, in floral design. Sheath modern.

Provenance Lahore (now in Pakistan)

School Mughal

Date 19th century
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Total length 35.7 cm
Blade 228 cm
Hilt 129 cm

Jambié—Double-edged, curved blade of watered steel with a medial-rib and
thick end; the part near the forte is chiselled with shikdrgah (hunting)
scenes. Damari-shaped hilt is of walrus ivory. Sheath is missing.

Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date c. 1700 A.D.

Total length 35.6 cm

Blade 24.5 cm

Hilt 11.1 cm *

Jambia—Similar to No. 115/L1V-A but slender. It has the sheath and its fit-
tings are of bigger size.

Provenance Delhi
School Mughal
Date ¢. 1700 A.D.
Total length 3L.1 cm
Blade 204 cm

Hilt 10.7 ¢m

Jambia—8Small in size meant for the young prince or the princess, Damas-
cus blade, mid-rib, curved. Ricasso is engraved with one flower and four
leaves on each side. Plain hilt is of solid walrus ivory. Damaged wooden
sheath is covered with red velvet.

Provenance North India
School Mughat

Date Late 17th century
Total length 26.2 cm

Blade 16.6 cm

Hilt 9.6 cm

Jambia—Double-edged, curved blade with prominent medial-rib and
grooves. The damari-shaped hilt is of plain ivory studded with four metal-
lic stars. The wooden sheath has a metatlic chape.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date Early 19th century
Total length 32.4 cm

Blade 214 cm

Hile 11.0 cm

Jambia-Double-edged blade of Damascus steel with a medial-rib and a
small thickened end; metal hilt of one piece. The hilt has its borders
chased in floral designs.

Provenance North India
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Schiool Mughal
Date : Late 17th century
Total length 35.4 cm
Blade 23.4 cm
Hilt 12.0 cm

Jambig—Similar to No. 110/LIV-A. The hilt of walrus ivory is shaped like a
damarii and on one side is riveted with a perforated silver sheath. Sheath
modern. -

Provenance Delhi

School Sultanate School

Date 15th century

Total length 30.8 cm

Blade 18.4 cm

Hilt 124 cm

Jambid—Similar to No. 107/LIV with a modern sheath.
Provenance Lahore (now in Pakistan)
School Mughal

Date 17th century

Total length 31.3 cm

Blade 21.0cm

Hile 10.3 cm

354. 121/LIV-A Jambia—Double-edged, curved blade with mid-rib, forte engraved with

355. 123/L1V

356. 124/LIV

-

floral design on both sides. Hilt of steel is engraved with floral design and
is gold-plated.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date Late 19th century
Total length 31.3 cm

Blade 21.0 cm

Hilt 10.3 cm

Jambia—Double-edged, curved blade of watered steel with prominent
mid-rib on both sides. The hilt is made of one solid piece of wood and is
engraved all over with floral and creeper design. The sheath, of the same
wood, is similarly decorated.

.. Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date Mid. 18th century
Total length 33.0cm
Blade 20.8 cm
Hilt 12.2 em

Jambia~Plain, curved blade. The hilt has a triangular pommel and is
encased with decorated silver plate. The wooden sheath is covered with
thick perforated silver sheath and has four rings attached to it.
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Provenance South India
School . Tanjore

Date Early 19th century
Total length 48.0 cm

Blade . 35.5 cm

Hile 12.5 ¢m

357. 138/LIV-A Jambia—Double-edged, curved blade with a thickened point and a mid-rib;
the upper part is supported by steel plates on both sides which are damas-
cened in gold in floral and creeper design. Pistol-shaped hilt of plain crys-
tal; sheath of later date.

Provenance Lahore (now in Pakistan)
School Mughal

Date 18th century

Total length 392 ecm

Blade 26.0 cm

Hile 13.2 cm

358. 144/LIV-A  Jambid~Double-edged, curved blade of Damascus steel with a mid-rib.
Ricasso is engraved with floral design and & gold-plated. 'The hilt of one
piece of ivory is decorated with perforated design. Sheath is modern but
its muhnal is original and has the design of the hilt.

Provenance Gujara

School Western India
Date Late 17th century
Total length 38.6 cm

Blade 25.3 cn

Hilt 13.3 cm

359. 151/LIV-A Jambia—Damascus steel, double-edged, curved blade with mid-rib. Gold
damascening on the upper side with an inscription reading Ameal-i-Hadi.
Hilt of one piece of solid jade. Wooden sheath covered with muhnal with a
buckle and tehnal of delicately carved silver.

Provenance Delhi
School Mughal
Date c 1700 A.D.
Total length 336 an
Blade 22.6 ¢m
Hilt 11.0cm

360. 152/LIV-A  Jambia—Double-edged, curved blade with prominent mid-rib. Dam-
arii-shaped plain hilt is of green jade. The wooden sheath is covered with
perforated silver muhnal, tehnal and locket.

Provenance Delhi or Agra
School Mughal
Date c 1700 A.D.

Total tength 342 cm
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Blade 22.1 cm
Hilt 12.1 cm

361. 1564/LIV-A Jambia—Double-edged, curved blade of Damascus steel with medial-rib.

The walrus ivory hilt is plain. On the top and bottom of each side of the
blade are inscribed Persian couplets : 1) Kabjayé khanjarath Jahdngirust
Garhé vak musté Hustakan-Bashath, 2)Na . rasath kalé alami Ba Nijam warndg

Baziyath miya Basath.

Provenance Dethi

School Late Mughal

Date Closing years of the 18th century
Total length 34.6 cm

Blade 226 cm

Hilt 12.0 cm

362. 155/LIV-A Jambia—Double-edged, curved blade; jauhar not visible. It has a medial-rib

on both sides. The ivory hilt is engraved with a figure of a king flanked by
two courtiers on one side and two females on the other. The upper and
lower side of the hilt is inscribed with Persian couplets in Naskh script and
Persian langdage. it reads : TW-3-GoRa WEAIRE 7 WE F2 Ao 9 fom fifar

g T

Provenance Delhi

School Late Mughal

Date Closing years of the 18th century
Total length 33.3 cm

Blade 20.8 cm

Hilt 12.5 cm

363. 156/LIV-A Jambid—Double-edged, curved blade of Damascus steel with a mid-rib. The

hilt of walrus ivory depicts a royal figure flanked by two persons on each
side. Sheath modern.

Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date Late 17th century
Total length 39.0 cm

Blade 26.2 cm

Hilt 12.8 cm

364. 157/LIV-A  Jambid-Double-edged, curved blade of watered steel. The prominent

medial-rib is seen only upto the three-fourth of the blade on both sides.
The damari-shaped ivory hilt is engraved with human figures in relief and
has inscriptions on its upper and lower bands on both sides. The damaged
wooden sheath, in violet velvet, has a perforated silver chape.

Provenance Delhi
School Mughal
Date Shih Alam period c. 1750 A.D.

Total length 42,7 cm
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Blade 29.6 cm
Hilt : 18.1 cm

365. 158/LIV-A  Jambid—Double-edged, curved blade of watered steel with medial-rib. The

walrus ivory hilt has two human figures on each side. Quranic verses in
Arabic are inscribed on the top of one side and on the other side some
names with a probable date of 941 A.H. are inscribed. Sheath is modern.
Provenance : Delhi

School Sultanate School
Date 941 A.H.

Total length 36.9 cm

Blade 244 cm

Hilt 12.5 cm

366. 159/LIV-A Jambidi—Double-edged blade with mid-rib. The hilt of one piece of solid

walrus ivory is engraved with a male figure on one side and a female
figure on the other side. Sheath modern.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date Early 18th century
Total length 30.9 cm

Blade 20.6 cm

Hilt 10.3 cm

367. 160/L.LIV-A Jambig—Double-edged, curved blade of Damascus steel with a mid-rib.

Solid hilt of one piece of walrus ivory is plain.

Provenance Delhi or Agra
School Mughal

Date Early 17th century
Total length 33.1cm

Blade 21.5 cm

Hilt 11.6 cm

368. 162/L1V-A Jamhid—Double-edged, curved blade of Damascus steel with a mid-rib; on

the upper side of the blade some geometrical designs are seen. The hilt
consists of. one solid walrus ivory. The wooden sheath is covered with
shagreen and has a small silver plaque as its muhnal and a silver bud as its
tehnal. A small silver buckle is attached near the muhnal.

Provenance Delhi

School Sultanate School
Date 15th century
Total length 30.1 cm

Blade 19.5 cm

Hilt 10.6 cm

369. 163/L1V-A Jambia—Curved blade of watered steel with a mid-rib on both sides. The

“wooden sheath, encased with faded green velvet, is fitted with perforated
silver muhndl, tehnal and a locket.



128 CATALOGUE OF EDGED ARMS AND ARMOUR IN SALARJUNG MUSEUM

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date ¢ 1720 A.D.
Total length 35.4 cm
Blade 23.7 cm

Hilt 11.7 cm

370. 164/L1V-A Jambid—Double-edged curved blade of Damascus steel with a mid-rib. The
hilt consists of one piece of solid walrus ivory. Sheath modern.

Provenance North India.
School Mughal
Date 17th century
Total length 36.3 cm
Blade 23.7 cm
Hilt , 12.6 cm

371. 165/LIV-A  Jambii—Double-edged, curved blade with thickened end and medial-rib on
both sides; Damascus steel of Kara Khurdssan variety. The upper part is
damascened in gold in floral and creeper design in zarbuland style on both
sides. The wooden sheath, with damaged violet velvet, is covered with
silver upper and lower fittings.

Provenance Delhi or Agra
School Mughal

- Date c 1700 A.D.
Total length 36.7 cm
Blade . 24.3 cm
Hilt 124 cm

372. 166/LIV-A Jambia—Double-edged curved blade of watered steel with a medial-rib and
thick end; the part near the forte is chiselled with shikdrgah (hunting)
scene. Damarii-shaped hilt is of walrus ivory. The wooden sheath, covered
with red faded velvet, has silver muhnal and tehnal. -

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date ¢ 1700 A.D,
Total length 35.1 cm
Blade 23.0 cm
Hilt 12.1 ¢m

$73. 168/LIV-A Jambia-Slightly curved blade with medial-rib. The blade is inscribed all
over, except the upper part, on both sides in Tughra script and Arabic
language reading Swultdn bin Sultdn bin Sultin Ali and bearing date 911
A H. The upper side of the hilt bears the figure of a king on either side
with two birds. The hilt is of plain ivory. Sheath is missing.
Provenance _ Delhi _
School ~ Delhi Sultanate
Date 911 A.H.
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Total 1ength - 364 cm
Blade 244 cm
Hile ' 12.0 cm

374. 169/LIV-A  Jambia—Curved blade of Damascus steel with a mid-rib. Hilt is one piece of
solid walrus ivory. The Grip is cylindrical. Wooden sheath is covered with
metal whose borders are engraved with floral design. Two metal rings are
attached on the upper side of the sheath.

Provenance Deccan

School Indo-Turkish
Date Late 17th century
Total length 344 cm

Blade 20.0 cm

Hilt 14.4 cm

375. 170/L1V-A  Jambid—Curved blade, double-edged, medial-rib on both sides. The blade
is engraved with illegible Arabic inscriptions in low relief. Some parts are
read as Ambér. The hilt of solid walrus ivory is covered with perforated
metal. It bears on inscription and date which may probably be 1120 A.H.
The wooden sheath is covered with a single piece of sieel and has two

rings.

Provenance Deccan

School Deccant

Date - Early 18th century
Total length 30.1 cm

Blade 18.0 cm

Hiit 12.1 cm

376. Y77/LIV-A  Jambia—Curved, double-edged blade with a thick end and a prominent
medial-rib on both the sides. The damarii-shaped hilt is of walrus ivory.
Watered steel blade bears inscription on both sides. The wooden sheath is
covered with damaged red velvet and is fitted with copper chape.

Provenance Lahore (now in Pakistan)
School Islamic

Date ¢ 1700 A.D.

Total length - 374 cm

Blade 25.0 cm

Hilt 12.4 cm

377. 178/L1V-A  Jambia—Double-edged, curved blade of Damascus steel of Kard Khurdssén
variety with a medial-rib on both sides. The part of the blade at the forte
is engraved with frond design. Plain damarii-shaped hilt is of walrus ivory.
The wooden sheath, covered with 1ed faded velvet, is damaged and has no

fittings.
Provenance Amritsar, Punjab
School Islamic

Date c 1720 AD.
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Total length 39.1 cm
Blade 26.7 cm
Hilt 12.4 cm

378. 179/L1V-A  Jambid—Double-edged curved blade of watered steel with a mid-rib. The
upper part of the blade is engraved with geometrical design on both sides.
Solid one piece hilt of ivory is engraved on both sides with two female
figures and a male horse rider, while the other side is plain. Sheath mod-

ern.
Provenance Delhi

School Sultanate School
Daie - 15th century
Total length 27.4 cm

Blade 15.8 cm

Hile 11.6 cm

379. 180/LIV-A  Jambid~Double-edged curved blade with a medial-rib from ricasso to the
tip. The ricasso is engraved with hunting scenes on both sides. The hilt
consists of one piece of walrus ivory and is beautifully engraved on one
side with a bird amidst flowers and creepers; on the other side of the hilt
are two bands which bear inscription in Nastiliq script in Persian lan-
guage. Upper line: Kabjé ye Khanjarath Jahangirust;,Lower Line: Agarché Yék
Musthé Usthukhan Bashad (Though the hilt is made of bone yet it has the
capacity to conquer the whole world). The word ‘Jahangir’ engraved here
means — ‘world conquerer’ Sheath modern.

Provenance Mughal

School Dethi

Date Shah Jahan period (1627-1658 A.D.)
Total length 33.3 cm

Blade 21.3 cm

Hilt 12.0 cm

380. 181/LIV-A Jambia—Curved blade of Damascus steel, mid-rib, forte is engraved with
hunting scene on both sides. Hilt of one piece of solid walrus ivory.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date ' c 1710 A.D.
Total length 36.4 cm

Blade 24.3 cm

Hilt 12.1 cm

381. 183/LIV-A Jambid—Double-edged curved blade of Damascus steel with a mid-rib. The
upper part of the blade is engraved with geometrical design on beth sides.
Hilt is of one piece of plain walrus ivory. Sheath modern.
Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date Early 17th century
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Total length 34.4 cm
Blade 23.0 cm
Hilt 11.4 cm

382, 184/LIV-A Jambid—Watered steel blade, double-edged curved blade with prominent
mid-rib. The name of the maker Muhammad is inscribed in gold on one
side of the blade and on the other side some illegible date is given. The
damari-shaped hilt is of walrus ivory. The wooden sheath, encased with
faded red velvet, has a chape of ivory.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date ¢ 1720 A.D.
Total length 332 cm
Blade 21.4 cm

Hiklt 11.8 cm

383. 186/L1V-A Jambid-Double-edged, slightly curved blade of Damascus steel of Quma
variety with a medial-rib on both sides. Plain damarii-shaped hilt of walrus
ivory. The damaged wooden sheath, covered with faded red velvet, is fit-
ted with brass upper and lower fittings.

Provenance Delhi or Agra
School Late Mughal
Date ¢ 1710 A.D.
Total length 37.1 cm
Blade 24.7 cm

Hile 124 cm

384. 187/LIV-A Jambia—Double-edged, Damascus steel, mid-rib, wavy edges, hilt of one
solid piece of walrus ivory. Wooden sheath covered with purple velvet is
encased with muknal with a buckle and teknal of perforated silver.

Provenance Delhi
School Mughal
Date ¢ 1700 A.D.
Total length 360 cm
Blade 23.2.cm
Hilt 12.8 cm

385. 191/LIV-A Jambii—Curved double-edged blade with a thickened tip. A prominent
medial-rib is on both sides. The blade is made of Damascus steel of Kard
Khurassan variety. The damari-shaped plain hilt is of walrus ivory. The
wooden sheath is covered with faded green velvet and is encased with per-
forated silver chape.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date ¢ 1700 A.D.
Total length 40.9 cm

~ Blade 27.5 cm
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Hilt 134 cm

386. 192/LIV-A Jambia—Double-edged curved blade of Damascus steel with a mid-rib. The

387. 194/L1V-A

388. 195/LIV

hilt of one piece of solid walrus ivory is plain. Wooden sheath is covered
with shagreen leather and has a small silver band as muhnél and a
bud-shaped tehnal. .
Delhi

Provenance

School Sultanate School
Date 15th century
Total tength 35.0 cm

Blade 23.5 cm

Hilt 1.5 ¢cm

Jambid—Same as No. 187/L1V-A but the edges are straight.

Provenance Delhi
School Mughal
Date ¢ 1700 A.D.
Total length 34.6 cm
Blade ' 22.8 cm
Hilt 11.8cm

Jambia-Double-edged curved blade of Damascus steel. The blade is bifur-
cated and has an additional three-pronged blade issuing out of it. The
steel hilt is engraved with floral and creeper design and also depicts
human figures. The ricasso of the blade is engraved with floral and
creeper design on both sides. The wooden sheath is covered with steel and
is engraved with hunting scenes all over on both sides.

Provenance Delhi

School Sultanate School
Date 15th century
Total length 22.8 cm

Blade 13.8 cm

Hilt 9.0 cm

389. 196/LI1V-A Jambid~Slightly curved blade inscribed all over on both sides in Tughra

script and Arabic language reading Sultdn bin Sultdn Alap Arsaldn. The
solid steel hilt is engraved all over with floral and creeper design. The
wooden sheath is covered with single piece of steel and bears floral and
creeper design and human figures.

Provenance Delhi

School Sultanate School
Daté 15th century
Total length 31.8cm

Blade 20.6 cm

Hilt 11.2 cm

390. 206/LIV-A Jambid~Double-edged bladé with medial-rib on both sides. The upper part

of this blade bears Arabic verses in honour of Al on both sides in Naskh
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script and Arabic language. The solid ivory plain hilt is ornamented with
floral, creeper and geometrical design in gold work. Wooden sheath is
covered with faded purple velvet and has a gold band on its muhnal and a
silver tip on its tehnal. The portion on the top of the hilt is missing.

Provenance Sindh (now in Pakistan)
School Islamic
Date 16th century
Total length 320 cm
Blade 20.6 cm
Hilt 114 cm

Jambii—~Double-edged blade, mid-rib, upper side damascened in gold in
zarbuland siyle with half a dozen semi-precious stones studded on each
side. Hilt of one piece of solid ivory is stamped on one side with twofold
seats bearing illegible inscription. Wooden sheath, covered with black
leather, has a chape of perforated silver.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date 18th century
Total length 31.4 ¢cm
Blade 20.0 cm
Hilt 114 cm

392. 211/LIV-A Jambia—Curved blade with mid-rib; hilt is covered on one side with ivory

and on the other side with silver, delicately carved and then fastened by
gold plates. Wooden sheath, covered with green velvet, has muhnal and teh-
nal of perforated silver..

Provenance North India.
School Mughal

Date Late 18th century
Total length 29.0 cm

Blade 18.6 cm

Hilt 10.4 cm

393. 212/LIV—A Jambid—Plain curved blade, double-edged, mid-rib. Hilt of one piece of

394. 228/L1V

solid walrus ivory is covered with perforated silver plate. Wooden sheath,
engraved with faded velvet, has a chape of perforated silver.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date Late 18th century
Total length 34.1 cmo

Blade 20.8 cm

Hilt 13.3 cm

Jambia—Double-edged blade of Damascus steel with a thickened end. Bor-
ders near ricasso are damascened in gold. The hilt of metal, shaped like a
parrot, is damascened all over in gold in floral design. Sheath modern.
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Provenance Gujarat

School Western Indian
Date Late 17th century
Total length 37.3 cm

Blade 28.8 cm

Hilt 8.5 cm

Jambid—Plain, double-edged, curved blade with mid-rib. The horn handle
is covered with silver plate in the upper half. The damaged wooden
sheath, encased with brown leather, has a silver chape. The sheath has a
pocket (now damaged) in which another knife with silver handle is kept.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 31.0cm
Blade 19.9 cm

Hilt 111 cm

Exactly similar to No. 320/LIV and both (Nos. 320-L1V and 321/LIV-A)
form a pair.

Jambia—Indo-Arabic . plain, double-edged blade with mid-rib. Dam-
ari-shaped hilt of silver is engraved with geometrical design. Highly
curved sheath, mostly of silver, is profusely engraved with various designs
in bands.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Islamic

Date Blade early 19th century; Hilt and sheath

17th century

Total length 33.0cm

Blade 22.0 cm

Hih 11.0 cm

JAMADHAR

Jamadhar—Double-edged straight blade of Damascus steel with a medial
rib. H-shaped hilt with its single horizontal plate is decorated with floral
and creeper design in gold damascening and perforated style. The seat-
ings are similarly ornamented. Sheath modern.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date . 17th century
Total length ' 52.5 cm
Blade _ 33.0 cm
Width of the blade 3.6 cm
Cross-bars 19.5 cm

Jamadhar-Double-edged straight blade of Damascus steel with a
medial-rib. H-shaped handie and its two horizontal bars are damascened
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all over in gold in floral and creeper design, The two seatings are similarly
ornamented. Sheath modern.

Provenance Bidar (Karnataka)
School Deccani

Date 17th century
Total length 43.2 cm

Blade 25.0 cm

Width of the blade 33 cm

Cross-bars 18.2 cm

Jamadhar—Fitted with a jambid blade of Damascus steel. The double-edged
blade has a mid-rib and a thickened point. The steel hilt, with two globular
cross-bars and long langets, is ornamented all over with floral and creeper

design in gold. Sheath modern with chape decorated in the style of the
hilt.

Provenance Delhi
School Mughal
Date c 1720 AD.
Total length 44.4 cm
Blade 27.2 cm
Width of the blade 3.8 cm
Cross-bars 17.2 cm

Jamadhar—Watered steel blade with heavy thickened lower part. The cent-
ral mid-rib terminates into three thinner ribs on the top. Profusely deco-
rated hilt with floral and creeper design is damascened in gold and carries
six horizontal bands. The wooden sheath is covered with red damaged vel-
vet.

Provenance Lahore {(now in Pakistan)
School Mughal

Date ¢ 1700 A.D.

Total length 43.3 ¢cm

Blade 27.2 cm

Width of the blade 3.7 cm

Cross-bars 26.1 cm

Jamadhar-Damascus blade with short mid-rib and thickened tip. The steel
hilt, having two globular cross-bars, is profusely ornamented all over with
floral and creeper design in gold in tehnishdn style. Sheath modern.

Provenance Rajasthan
School Rajput
Date c 1720 A.D.
Total length 46.1 cm
Blade 26.7 cm
Width of the blade 5.7 cm

Cross-bars 19.4 cm
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Jamadhar-~Slightly curved double-edged blade of Damascus steel with
mid-rib and thickened end. H-shaped heavy hilt and its two horizontal
bars are damascened in gold and silver together in floral and creeper
design. The seatings are similarly ornamented. Sheath modern.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date 17th century
Total length 48.6 cm
Blade 30.0cm
Width of the blade 3.1 cm
Cross-bars 18.6 cm

Jamadhar—Double-edged, plain blade. H-shaped hilt and its two horizontal
bars are damascened in silver all over and carries the inscription in
Naskh script of Arabic language. It records Nad-i-Alt, two couplets from
the chapter Sardh-Fatéh and Kalma, etc.

Provenance Deccan

School Mughal

Date Late 17th century
Total length 48.8 cm

Blade 294 ¢m

Width of the biade 3.2 cm

Cross-bars 194 cm

Jamadhar—-Double-edged straight blade with a medial-rib and thickened
end. More than half of the blade is inscribed with Nad-i-Ali in Naskh script
and Arabic language in perforated style. H-shaped handle bears traces of
gold work. Sheath modern,

Provenance Deccan
School Mughal
Date 17th century
Total length 43.3 cm
Blade 24.5 cm
Width of the blade 32cm
Cross-bars 18.8 ¢cm

Jamadhar—Double curved, double-edged blade with a medial-rib and per-
forated blade. H-shaped hilt with two horizontal bars is decorated with
inscriptions in Naskh script in Arabic language describing two Quranic
chapters Surdh Yé Kalsh and Surdh Nasr and first Kalméa of Islam. Sheath is

missing.

Provenance South India
School Deccani

Date Early 18 century
Total length 42.8 cm

Blade 26.5 cm

Width of the blade 5.0 cm
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Cross-bars 16.5 ¢cm

Jamadhar—With a thick tip and three ribs. The hilt with two gobular hori-
zontal bands is damascened all over in floral and creeper design in gold.
Badly damaged wooden sheath.

Provenance North india
School Rajput

Date Early 18th century
Total length 37.7 cm

Blade 10.0 em

Width of the blade 6.2 cm

Cross-bars 18.7 cm

Jamadhar—Hard steel blade, plain cylindrical hilt of walrus ivory. Sheath

missing.

Provenance - North-west India
School Mughal

Date 17th century
Total length 34.0 cm

Blade 16.5 cm

Width of the biade 6.9 cm
Cross-bars 17.5 cm

Jamadhar-Double-edged, straight blade of Damascus steel with 4 thickened
end and a mid-rib. The two side bars of the H-shaped handle are
engraved with Nad-i-Ali in Naskh script and Arabic language in perforated
style. Sheath modern.

Provenance Delhi or Agra
School Mughal

Date Early 17th century
Total length 36.0 cm

Blade 17.0 cm

Width of the blade 7.3 ¢m

Cross-bars 19.0 cm

Jamadhar-Double-cdged blade thickened at the lower part with a promi-
nent mid-rib; the upper part of the blade is chiselled in the form of a cyp-
ress tree. The hilt, profusely damascened in gold in frond design, has
three horizontal bands. Damaged sheath is covered with red velvet.

Provenance Rajasthan
School Late Mughal
Date c 1710 A.D.
Total length 38.5 cm
Blade 19.4 cm
Width of the blade 3.8cm
Cross-bars 19.1 cm

Jamadhar-Similar to No. 36/LV, with slightly smaller blade.
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Provenance
School

Date

Total length
Blade

Width of the blade
Cross-bars

Rajasthan
Late Mughal
¢ 1710 A.D.
36.3 cm

17.8 cm

3.0 cm

18.5 cm

Nimcha Jemadhar—Small jamadhar for the young princes; double-edged,
curved blade has grooves and a thickened end. H-shaped hilt with one
globular bar is damascened in gold. Sheath modern.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 24.8 cm
Blade 14.8 cm
Width of the blade 3.9 cm
Cross-bars 10.0 cm

Slightly curved blade of watered steel with a thick end and moti-daudati
design in the centre. The hilt, with two globular horizontal bands, is pro-
fusely damascened in floral design in gold all over. A pair of langets,
riveted to the hilt, are, similarly, damascened in gold. The slender, dam-
aged, wooden sheath is covered with faded velvet and has a chape of per-
forated silver.

Provenance " Udaipur (Rajasthan)
School Rajput

Date Late 17th century
Total length 39.3 cm

Blade 236 cm

Widsh of the blade 3.1 cm

Cross-bars 15.7 cm

Nimcha Jamadhar—Watered steel blade of Quma variety. Short and broad
hilt has two globular bands and is damascened in gold kofigdari. The
wooden sheath is encased with shagreen leather and is fitted with perfo-
rated silver chape.

Provenance North-west India
School Late Mughal
Date c 1750 A.D.
Total length 24.5 cm

Blade 12.0 cm

Width of the blade 6.7 cm
Cross-bars 12.5 cm

Jamadhar—Watered steel blade with a thick tip. The steel hilt with its two

globular horizontal bands is covered with some white substance and is
painted with geometrical design all over. The damaged wooden sheath is
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Provenance
School

Date

Total length
Blade

Width of the blade
Cross-bars
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Unknown
Unknown

Early 19th century
44.0 cm

23.1cm

73 cm

20.9cm

Jamadhar-Zig-zag blade has a thickened tip and is engraved with cypress
tree design on both sides. Plain hilt has four bands. The damaged wooden
sheath with red velvet has a perforated copper chape.

Provenance North India
Schoeol Mughal

Date Early 18th century
Total length 45.0 cm

Blade 23.6 cm

Width of the blade 6.2 cm

Cross-bars 21.4 cm

Jamadhar—The upper half of the blade is engraved with floral design in
relief on both sides. Plain hilt has two cylindrical bands. The sheath is mis-

sing.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date Mid. 18th century
Total length 40.8 cm

Blade 20.4 cm

Width of the blade 5.1 cm

Cross-bars 20.4 cm

Jamadhar Sehlikinéh— The blade is divided into three parts, each looking
like an independent jamadhar blade. The central blade is bigger than the
side ones and all the three have thickened points and are engraved with
cypress tree design. The hilt has seven thin horizontal bands and was once
decorated with gold kofigari whose traces are still seen. The wooden
sheath, covered with yellow velvet and fitted with three plain steel chape,
is divided into three compartments.

Provenance Delhi
School Mughal
Date ' c 1700 A.D.
Total length 39.8 cm
Blade 19.7 cm
Width of the blade 4.3 cm
Cross-bars 20.1 ¢cm

Jamadhar Daulikdnth—Blade bifurcated from the beginning to the end
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forming two independent blades, each serrated on both sides and is -
engraved with, floral and creeper design. The two blades of Damascus steel
have thickened ends. H-shaped handle with two horizontal bars is damas-
cened in floral design in gold. Sheath modern.

Provenance Delhi or Agra
School Mughal

Date - Late 17th century
Total length 40.1 cm

Blade 20.5 cm

Width of the blade 5.8 cm

Cross-bars 19.6 cm

420. 128/L1V-A Jamadhar Sehlikanéh—it has three blades, the two side blades form the cov-

421. 135/L1V-A

ering for the central blade. There is a spring device in the horizontal bar
from where it can be opened and closed. H-shaped handle bears traces of
silver damascening. Sheath modern.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccami (imitation of a Mughal specimen)
Total length 39.0 cm

Blade 190 cm

Width of the blade 6.1 cm

Cross-bars 20.0 cm

Jamadhar Sehlikdnéh —Three blades, the two side blades forming a sheath,
spring device in the horizontal bar.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 19th century
- Total length 39.7 cm
Blade 19.8 cm
Width of the blade 6.0 cm
Cross-bars 19.9 cm

422. 143/LIV  Jamadhar-Plain blade with a' thickened tip. The hilt with two horizontal

423. 144/LIV

bands is damascened all over in gold in floral and creeper design. The
gold has flaked off at places. Damaged wooden sheath is covered with
faded green velvet.

Provenance North India.
School Late Mughal
Date c 1720 A.D.
Total length 40.3 cm
Blade 21.0 cm
Width of the blade . 6.7cm
Cross-bars 19.3 cm

Jamadhar-Damascus blade with a mid-rib and a thickened tip. The hilt,
with two horizontal bands, is damascened all over in floral and creeper



DAGGER

424, 145/L1V

425. 146/L1V

426. 147/L1V

141

design in gold. Sheath modern fitted with original chape.

Provenance Delhi or Agra
School Late Mughal
Date c 1720 A.D.
Total length 35.5 cm
Blade 19.7 cm
Width of the blade 5.3 cm
Cross-bars 15.8 cm

Jamadhar—Heavy and comparatively shorter blade with a thickened tip.
The medial-rib, inside a deep groove, is shaped like a leaf. The part near
the forte is damascened in gold. The hilt is profusely damascened in gold
all over and depicts the various incarnations of Vishnu. The panels that
can be identified are Nrisimhdvatara, Malsydvatara, Varahivatdr, etc. The
gold is flaking off at places. Wooden sheath, encased with red faded vel-
vet, has a gold damascened chape.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Late 18th century
Total length 39.1 cm

Blade 234 cm

Width of the blade 3.1 cm
Cross-bars 15.7 cm

Jamadhar-Watered steel blade with a medial-rib and a thickened tip. The
hilt with two bands has its borders damascened in gold in geometrical
design all over. Sheath modern with an original chape.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Early 18th century
Total length 28.6 cm

Blade 13.8 cm

Width of the blade 6.8 cm

Cross-bars 14.8 cm

Jamadhar—-Short Damascus steel blade with a thickened tp and long
langets. The double curved hilt is engraved with a flower in the centre and
is damascened in gold in floral design all over. The hilt has a beautiful
border. Sheath modern with an original chape.

Provenance South India
School Tanjore

Date Early 18th century
Total length 26.9 cmn

Blade 13.6 cm

Width of the blade 4.3 cm

Cross-bars 13.3 cm
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Jamadhar-Double-edged, slightly curved blade of Damascus steel with a
medial-rib and a small thickened end. H-shaped hilt with two horizontal
bars and long langets is ornamented all over with floral and creeper
design in zarbuland style. Damaged wooden sheath is covered with faded
red velvet.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date Late 17th century
Total length 37.5 cm

Blade 22.7 cm

Width of the blade 3.0 cm

Cross-bars 14.8 cm

Jamadhar-Double-edged blade, more than one half of which has a thic-
kened end; the blade is of Damascus steel and is supported by two
semi-circular mouldings of steel. H-shaped hilt has only one globu-
lar-shaped bar and the entire handle is decorated with flower design all
over in gold. Modern sheath is fitted with a chape of some other scabbard.

Provenance Vijayanagar
School Vijayanagar

Date Late 16th century
Total length 30.7 cm

Blade 15.0 cm

Width of the blade 6.6 cm

Cross-bars - 15.7 cm

Jamadhar-Damascus steel blade perforated in the middle; thickened point.
The handle shows pearls running design (moti daudati) and has two bars
fitted together.

Provenance Agra

School . Mughal

Date Late 17th century
Total length 38.0 cm

Blade 18.7 cm

Width of the blade 6.4 cm

Cross-bars 19.3 cm
Jamadhar—Similar to No. 8/LV  but smaller in size, with some change in
design.

Provenance Assam .
School North-eastern School
Date 18th century

Total length 37.3 em

Blade 28.8 cmm

Width of the blade 3.1 ecm

Cross-bars 8.5 cm
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431. 346/L1V-A Jamadhar-Triangular, double-edged blade with a thickened point; blade is

432. 346/L1V

433. 347/LIV

perforated in floral and creeper design. Handle with its two horizontal
bars is damascened in gold and shows lion in relief.

Provenance Alwar (Rajasthan)
School Mughal

Date Early 18th century
Total length 448 cm

Blade 24.1 cm

Width of the blade 6.0 cm

Cross-bars 20.7 cm

Jamadhar—Watered steel blade with thickened tip. On both sides the figure
of a deity riding on a lion is engraved. The hilt, with two globular horizon-
tal bands, is profusely damascened in gold in floral, creeper and geometri-
cal design in zarbuland style. The damaged wooden sheath, encased with
faded red velvet, has a steel chape ornamented like the hilt. A miniature
knife of watered steel blade and walrus ivory hilt is kept in a pocket made
outside the sheath.

Provenance Rajasthan
School Rajput
Date c 1720 A.D.
Total length 40.3 cm
Blade 20.8 cm
Width of the blade 7.7 cm
Cross-bars 19.5 cm

Jamadhar—Damascus steel blade with a thickened tip; an elephant
engraved on each side near the forte, The hilt, with two horizontal bands,
is damascened all over, in gold in floral and creeper design. The outer
side of the hilt is ornamented in zarbuland while the inner side is in
tehnishan style. Sheath modern.

Provenance Delhi
School Mughal
Date Shah jahan period (1627-1658 A.D.)
Total length 40.8 cm
Blade 23.0 cm
Width of the blade 4.3 cm
- Cross-bars - 17.8 cm

434. 347/LIV-A Jamadhar-Straight, double-edged blade with a medial-rib on both sides

and a thickened end. H-shaped hilt is decorated with inscriptions all over,
in and out, in Arabic, recording the 99 names of Allih. The wooden
¢heath, fitted with faded blue velvet, has upper and lower fittings damas-
cened in gold in floral design.

Provenance South India

School Deccani

Date Late 17th century
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Total length 36.6 cm
Blade 22.0 cm
Width of the blade 3.6 cm
Cross-bars 14.6 cm
Jamadhar—Similar 1o No. 347/L1IV
Provenance Delhi
School Mughal
Date Mid. 17th century
Total length 40.8 cm
Blade 20.9 cm
Width of the blade 5.9 cm
Cross-bars 199 cm

Jamadhar—Watered steel blade with prominent mid-rib and a thick end.
The hilt, with two globular horizontal bands, ts damascened in gold. The
outer side of the hilt is gold-plated and is engraved with Nad-i-Ali from
the holy Qurdn in Arabic language. The sheath of the jamadhar is
available.

Provenance Delhi or Agra
School Mughal

Date ¢ 1700 A.D.
Total length 41.8 cm
Blade 23.1 cm
Width of the blade 4.5 cm
Cross-bars 18.7 cm

Jamadhar—Watered steel blade, thickened at the lower part; a flower is
chiselled on each side of the blade near the forte. The hilt, having two
globular bands, is profusely embellished with floral and creeper design
both in teknishdn and zarbuland styles. The wooden sheath, with faded vio-
let velvet, has a steel chape damascened in gold.

Provenance Rajasthan
School Rajput
Date c 1720 A.D.
Total length 38.3 cm
Blade 19.6 cm
Width of the blade 58 cm
Cross-bars 18.7 cm

Jamadhar-Straight, double-edged blade of Damascus steel with a
medial-rib on both sides and a thickened end. H-shaped handle, with two
horizontal bands, is inscribed all over, in and out, in gold damascening
and describes the 99 names of Allah in Nastiliq script in Arabic language.

Provenance Delhi
School Mughal
Date Late 17th century
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Total length

Blade

Width of the blade
Cross-bars
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46.6 cm

24.4 cm
55 cm
22.2 em

Jamadhar-Straight, double-edged blade with a mid-rib and a thickened
end. H-shaped hilt, with two horizontal bands, is inscribed all over, in and
out, in silver damascening with couplets in Persian asking for help from
Prophet Muhammad. Sheath is modern.

Provenance North India
Schoo} Mughal

Date Late 17th century
Total length 48.4 cm

Blade 25.9 cm

Width of the blade 4.7 cm
Cross-bars 22.5 ¢cm

jamadhar——With a medial-rib and a thickened tip. The hili, damaged and
repaired, is damascened in gold over enamelled blue surface. The wooden
sheath with red velvet has a gold-plated chape.

Provenance Rajasthan
School Rajput
Date c 1775 A.D.
Total length 39.9 cm
Blade 23.2 cm
Width of the blade 6.3 cm
Cross-bars 16.7 cm

Jamadhar—Watered steel blade is engraved with floral and creeper design
in relief and has a thickened tip. The thin hilt, with two horizontal rods, is
damascened all over in gold in floral and creeper design; the outer design
being different from the inner side. Sheath modern.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date Early 18th century
Total length 37.3 cm

Blade 18.9 cm

Width of the blade 9.6 cm

Cross-bars 18.4 cm

Jamadhar-Double-edged blade of watered steel with three ribs on each
side and a thickened end. The H-shaped handle is engraved with verses
for the holy Qurdn and Nad-i-Ali all over in Arabic language on both sides.
The langets of the hilt are similarly inscribed. The sheath is modern. The
names of Allih, Muhammad, Ali, Ameeduddin Shih Wali are also

inscribed. .
Provenance Dellu
Schoot Mughal
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Date 17th century
Total length 50.5 cm
Blade 27.1 cm
Width of the blade 6.3 cm
Cross-bars 234 cm

Jamadhar—Watered steel blade has thickened tip and is engraved all over
with floral and creeper motif in relief. The hilt, with two globular horizon-
tal bands, is chiselled with frond design and is gold-plated. The sheath is
missing.

Provenance North India

School - Mughal

Date Blade 17th century; Hilt 18th century
Total length 36.5 cm

Blade 18.6 cm

Width of the blade 53 cm

Cross-bars 17.9 cm

Jamadhar—Double-edged curved blade engraved in relief in gold on both
sides with verses from the holy Quridn. The upper part of blade is damas-
cened in gold in floral.design. H-shaped hilt is similarly engraved with
verses from the holy Qurdan in high relief on the outer side. The floral
work is in relief on the inner side. Sheath is missing.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date Late 17th century

Total length 47.0 cm

Blade . 30.6 cm

Width of the blade 38cm

Cross-bars 16.4 cm
KINDJAL

Kindjal—Straight, double-edged blade gradualiy tapering to a point; one
deep groove on each side of the blade. One side of the blade is inscribed
in gold having couplets in Persian. The steel hilt is fitted with two pieces,
one of jade and the other of walrus ivory. On the side of the walrus ivory
are riveted two steel knobs and one star like plate. The wooden sheath is
covered with brown leather and has steel upper and lower fittings and also
a loop. The name ‘Muhammad’ is inscribed on the blade.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date 17th century
Total length 51.8 cm
Blade 38.3 cm

Hilt 13.5 cm
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Kindjal-Similar to No. 87/LIV. The hilt is broken and riveted. Sheath
modern.

Provenance North India
Schiool Mughal
Date 16th century
Total length 51.8 cm
Blade 38.3 cm
Hile 13.5 cm

Kindjal-Double-edged, straight blade tapering to a point with a deep
groove on each side of the blade; jaukar invisible. An inscription in Persian
records Amal-i-Raham Ali. The hilt consists of a steel plate flanked by two
pieces of walrus ivory supported by three flower-shaped rivets. The
wooden sheath is covered with shagreen leather.

Provenance Delhi

School Sultanate School
Date 15th century
Total length 60.8 cm

Blade 47.4 cm

Hilt 13.4 cm

Kindjal-Shape similar to No. 95/L1V. The hilt consists of two ivory plates
riveted to a steel tang. The steel rivets are cone-shaped. Sheath modern.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date 16th century
Total length 47.9 cm
Blade 35.1 cm
Hilt 12.8 cm

Kindjal-Double-edged blade tapering to a point with a deep groove on
each side. On one side is engraved an inscription in Persian stating Yad Ali
madad. Steel hilt is flanked by two pieces of horn and is riveted by two
dome-shaped studs. The wooden sheath is covered with brown ieather.

Provenance Deccan
School Indo-Turkish
Date 15th century
Total length 65.5 cm
Blade 49.8 cm

Hilt 15.7 cm
Kindjal~Shape similar to No. 95/L1V
Provenance Deccan
School Indo-Turkish
Date 15th century
Total length 52.5 cm

Blade 40.0 cm
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Hilt 12.5 cm

Kindjal-Double-edged, straight blade tapering to a point with one deep
groove on each side of the blade. On one side is engraved Amal-t-Ibrahim
1003 in Arabic language. The hilt consists of steel plate and is riveted by
two round and one elongated studs of silver. Sheath modern.

Provenance Delhi

School Sultanate School
Date 1003 A.H.

Total length 61.1 cm

Blade 46.4 cm

Hilt ' 14.7 cm
Kindjal-Similar to No. 95/L1V; sheath modern.
Provenance Deccan

School Indo-Turkish
Date 15th century
Total length 61.9 cm

Blade 47.2 cm

Hilt 14.7 cm

Kindjal-Plain blade slightly curved at the lower tip, single-edged on one
side and double-edged at the lower tip, having one deep groove on each
side. On one side of the blade are engraved the verses from the holy
Quran in gold in Nastaliq script and Arabic language. The steel hilt is fit-
ted with -two pieces of horn and is studded with two brass knobs on one
side. Sheath is missing.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Late 17th century
Total length 76.6 cm

Blade 61.2 cm

Hilt 15.4 cm

Kindjal-Straight, double-edged dagger with a deep groove on both sides;
on one side is an inscription (unidentified language) in gold. The hilt is of
solid walrus ivory with two studs on one side. The wooden sheath is
covered with black leather; one side is embossed and the other side is

. plain. It is mounted with upper and lower fittings of silver which are plain

on one side and decorated with niello work in creeper design on the other.
The plain side of the muhnd! bears several stamps.

Provenance Delhi

School Sultanate School
Date 15th century
Total length 53.0 cm

Blade 39.9 cm

Hilt 13.1 em



DAGGER 149

455. 87/LIV Kindjal—Similar to No, 88/LIV but without sheath. The stamped ‘marking
is illegible. The hilt is of elephant ivory.

Proyenance North India
Sthool Mughal
Date 16th century
Total length 63.3 cm
Blade 49.3 cm
Hilt 14.0 cm

456. 88/LIV Kindjal-Double-edged, straight blade tapering to a point with one deep
‘ groove on each side of the blade. On one side is engraved Amal-i-Tbrahim
1003 in Arabic language. The hilt consists of steel plate and is riveted by

two round and one elongated studs of silver. Sheath is modern.

Provenance Delhi

School Sultanate School
Date 1003 A.H.
Total length 60.4 cm

Blade 46.6 cm

Hilt 13.8 cm

157. 89/LIV Kindjal-Similar 10 No. 95/LIV. The hilt is made of two ivory cheeks
riveted to the steel tang. The two rivets and the borders of the steel plate
are damascened in floral design in gold. Sheath modern.

Provenance Deccan
School Indo-Turkish
Date 15th century
Total length 58.5 cm
Blade 44.9 cm

Hilt 13.6 cm

458. SO/LIV Kindjal-Double-edged straight blade tapering to a point with a deep
groove on each side of the blade. On one side is inscribed Badesth Soplath
(by hand of Soplath). On the other side numericals 129 () ? are
engraved. The hilt of solid silver bears design in niello on one side and is
chiselled on the other side. Two pentagonal studs are riveted to it. Sheath

modern.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 19th century
Total length 49.3 cm
Blade 43.4 cm

Hilt ~ 59cm

459. 9I/LIV Kindjal—Double-edged straight blade of Damascus steel terminating into
a point, each side has a deep groove. The steel hilt is covered with two
pieces of ivory and on one side two dome-shaped ridged studs are riveted
to it.
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Provenance Deccan
School Indo-Turkish
Date 17th century
Total length 69.8 cm
Blade 55.5 cm
Hilt 14.5 cm

Kindjal-Straight double-edged blade of Damascus steel terminating into a
point. On both sides it has a deep groove. The hilt is encased with two
pieces of walrus ivory; on one side two gold damascened steel knobs are
riveted to it; sheath modern.

Provenance Deccan
School Indo-Turkish
Date 17th century
Total length 57.7 cm
Blade 44 .8 cm

Hilt 12.9 cm

Kingjal-Straight double-edged blade with a point. It has one deep groove
on each side. The blade is of Damascus steel. On one side is engraved Ya
Waheed (name of Allah) and 92. The hilt of solid silver bears two knobs
on one side. Sheath modern.

Provenance Delhi

School Sultanate period
Date 15th century
Total length 62.8 cm

Blade 49.5 cm

Hilt 13.3 em

Kindjal-Double-edged, straight blade tapering to a pomt with a deep
groove on either side of the blade. One Persian mscnpuon on one side of
the-blade states Ya Ali madad. Silver-coated hilt of metal is riveted with two
dome-shaped rivets. The wooden sheath 1s covered with faded red velvet
and has a silver-coated chape.

Provenance Deccan
School Indo-Turkish
Date 15th century
Total length 65.6 cm
Blade 49.9 cm

Hilt 15.7 cm

Kindjal-Double-edged blade tapering to a point with one deep groove on
each side; jauhar not visible. An Arabic inscription recording the names of
Allgh, Muhammad, Ali, Fatima is stamped on one side of the blade. The
steel hilt is covered with two pieces of horn and is riveted by two
cone-shaped and one leaf-shaped rivets. The wooden sheath is covered
with green velvet of later date and has an upper and lower fitting damas-
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cened in gold.

Provenance Deccan
School . Indo-Turkish
Date_ 15th century
Total length 58.3 cm
Blade 429 cm

Hilt 15.4 cm

Kindjal-Shape similar to No.95/LIV. Damascus steel blade; the upper part
of the blade bears floral and creeper design in gold damascening. The hilt
consists of two ivory pieces riveted to the steel plate. The rivets and the
washers are of silver. The side plates of the steel are damascened in gold.
Sheath missing.

Provenance Delhi

School Sultanate School
Date 15th century
Total length 65.3 cm

Blade 51.4 cm

Hilt 13.9cm

Kindjal-Straight, double-edged blade tapering into a point; one deep
groove on each side of the blade, The blade bears an inscription damas-
cened in gold which reads Amal-i-Usman Hussain and verses from the holy
Quran. The steel hilt is covered with two pieces of horn and two
dome-shaped studs of brass. The lower part of the blade is damascened in

gold.

Provenance Deccan

School Indo-Turkish

Date 16th century

Total length 52.7 cm

Blade 38.8 ¢m

Hilt 13.9 cm

Kindjal-Same as No.377/LIV but small in size.

Provenance * Deccan

School Indo-Turkish

Date 16th century inscription engraved in the
19th century

Total length 47.0 cm

Blade 30.6 cm

Hilt 16.4 ¢

Kindjal-Same as N0.372/L1V with an additional inscription reading Nawab
Salar Jung Bahadur Mir Yousuf Ali Khan.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Indo-Turkish
Date 16th century inscription engraved in

the 19th century
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Total length 55.7 cm

Blade 41.7 cm

Hilt 14.0 cm
PESHQABZ

Peshgabz—Watered steel plain blade; the hilt of solid ivory is engraved with
floral and creeper design all over. The wooden sheath, covered with yel-
low velvet, is damaged.

Provenance Rajasthan
School Rajput
Date c 1720 A.D.
Total length 46.2 cm
Blade 34.8 cm
Hilt 11.4 cm

Peshqabz—Watered steel blade. The cylindrical hilt is of solid stone. Its
lower part is capped with steel damascened in gold. Damaged wooden
wheath has gold-plated muknal and tehnal.

Provenance North India
School Muyghal

Date Mid. 18th century
Total length 41,5 cm

Blade 29.5 cm

Hilt 12.0 cm

. Peshqabz—Watered steel blade, rib on the back edge; the hilt consists of a

solid, almost rectangular, piece of walrus ivory. A perforated steel locket is
attached to the top. Sheath modern.

Provenance Lahore (now in Pakistan)
School Mughal

Date c 1700 A.D.

Total length 43.1 cm

Blade 31.0 cm

Hilt 12.1 cmn

Peshgabz—~Damascus steel, plain blade, the steel hilt is damascened all over
in floral and creeper design in tehnishdn style and also bears inscriptions in
Persian. The wooden sheath, covered with black leather, is fitted with muh-
nal and tehndl, both damascened in gold.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date 18th century
Total length 36.6 cm
Blade 246 cm

Hilt 12.0 cm

Peshqabz—Thin blade of Damascus steel broken into two pieces. The part
near the forte is perforated and bears an inscription in gold damascening.



DAGGER

473. 130/LIV-A

474. 131/LIV-A

475. 133/L1V-A

183

The solid steel handle bears floral and creeper design in BidrT style. The
damaged wooden sheath is covered with faded red velvet and is fitted with
muhnal and tehndl, both ornamented in Bidri style.

Provenance Bidar (Karnataka)
School Deccani

Date ¢ 1800 A.D.

Total length 37.8 cm

Blade 25.6 cm

Hilt 12.2 cm

Peshgabz—Slightly curved blade of Damascus steel of “T” section. Ricasso and
the back edge are engraved with floral and creeper design in low relief.
The steel hilt is covered with two pieces of walrus ivory. Sheath modern.
Provenance Delhi

School Mughal
Date Shah Jahan period (1627-1658 A.D.)
Total length 40.0 cm
Blade 28.2 cm
Hilt 11.8 cm

Peshgabz-Slightly curved blade of Damascus steel, the part near the ricasso
and the back edge is chiselled with floral and creeper design and also
bears inscription. The hilt consists of steel plate supported by two pieces of
walrus ivory, slightly damaged. The steel band is inscribed all over. The
buckle on the top is also inscribed and reads Amal-i-Baqir 1110 A.H.and
Suréh Tkhias of the holy Quran in Arabic language.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date 1110 A.H.
Total length 41.3 cm
Blade 28.6 cm
Hilt 12.7 cm

Peshgabz-Slightly curved blade of watered steel is fitted with two pieces of
walrus ivory. The side band is carved with the hunting scenes. The part
near ricasso is engraved with floral design. Wooden sheath is covered with
damaged velvet and is fitted with tehndl and muhnal of perforated silver.
Provenance Dethi

School Mughal
Date c 1650 A.D.
Total length 31.2 cm
Blade 20.0 cm
Hilt 112 cm

476. 139/L1V-A Peshqabz—Slightly curved blade of Damascus steel of ‘T section. Ricasso

and the back edge are engraved with floral and creeper design. The hilt is
made of solid piece of stone. Wooden sheath is covered with red velvet.
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Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani

Date Late 17th century
Total length 39.5 cm

Blade 28.1 cm

Hilt 11.4 cm

Peshgabz—Similar to No.172/LIV. Both seem to be a pair and have been
manufactured by the same artist. This also carries Aydtul Kursi. The only
distinction is that this dagger bears the name Shahebd Sultdn Aga.

Provenance North India

School Mughal

Date Closing years of 17th century
Total length 38.4 cm

Blade 24.0 cm

Hilt 14.4 cm

Peshgabz-Single-edged blade of Damascus steel of “T" section tapering to a
point. The ricasso on both sides, the upper back edge and a portion of the
hilt, are damascened in gold with couplet in Arabic referring to the Ayatul
Kursi of the Holy Quran. The hilt consists of steel fitted with two pieces of
walrus ivory. The wooden sheath (damaged) is covered with red velvet.

Provenance North India

School Mughal

Date Closing years of 17th century
Total length 37.2 cm

Blade 22.8 cm

Hilt 14.4 cm

Peshgabz-Slightly curved blade of Damascus steel with a thickened point;
part near ricasso and the back edge is elegently carved with floral and
creeper design. The steel hilt is covered with two pieces of walrus ivory
and is further covered with perforated steel plate showing the design of
flowers and creepers. Wooden sheath is wrapped with blue velvet and fit-
ted with delicately carved tehndl and muhnal.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date c 1765 A.D.
Total length 30.7 cm
Blade 19.5 cm
Hile 1.2 cm

Peshgabz--Single-edged, straight blade of watered steel. Two ivory pieces
are beautifully chiselled with couplets of Persian poetry evoking All for
victory in the battle. The ivory pieces are riveted to the plain steel hilt.
The wooden sheath, with red velvet, is fitted with perforated silver muknal
and tehndl.



DAGGER

481. 222/L1IV

482, 223/LVI

483. 225/LIV

484. 229/L1V

155
Provenance Lahore (now in Pakistan)
School Mughal
Date ¢ 1700 A.D.
Total length 38.6 cm
Blade 27.2 cm
Hilt . 11.4 cm

Peshgabz-Slighty curved blade of Damascus steel with a medial-rib. Both
sides of the blade bear inscriptions in gold recording verses from the holy
Quran; the part near the ricasso and the back edge is damascened in floral
and creeper design in gold in tehnishan style. Steel hilt is covered with two
pieces of walrus ivory. Wooden sheath is covered with green faded velvet
and has a muhnal and tehnal of perforated silver.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date c 1700 A.D.
Total length 34.7 cm
Blade 222 cm
Hild' 12.5 ¢m

Peshqabz-Slightly curved blade of Damascus steel of “I" section. The part
near ricasso is engraved with floral design and it also bears an inscription
in gold on both sides. The nscription records the verses for the holy
Quran in Arabic language. The hilt consists of a steel plate flanked by two
pieces of wlarus ivory. The hilt is damaged. The wooden sheath is of wood
covered with faded green velvet and a muhnal.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Late 17th century
Total length 34.6 cm

Blade 23.3 cm

Hilt 11.3 cm

Peshgabz-Fine watered steel blade slightly curved at the tip, rib on the back
edge. The hilt consists of two pieces of wood riveled to a steel tang shaped
to the size. The wooden pieces are carved with frond design. Sheath mod-
ern with original chape of copper engraved with floral and creeper design
terminating into the shape of a bud.

Provenance Rajasthan

School Rajput {blade made in Jaipur, Rajasthan and
hilt made in Bijnaur, U.P.)

Date ¢ 1700 A.D.

Total length 48.9 cm

Blade 36.0 cm

Hilt : 12.9 cm

Peshgabz—Damascus steel blade, rib on the back edge. The hilt consists of
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two pieces of walrus ivory riveted to the steel tang shaped to the size. The
borders of the hilt are damasceded in floral and creeper design in gold.
Sheath modern.

Provenance Lahore (now in Pakistan)
School Mughal -
Date ¢ 1700 A.D.

Total length 44.4 cm

Blade 324 cm

Hilt 12.0 cm

Peshgabz-Watered steel narrow blade. The hilt is of one piece maroon col-
oured semi-precious stone. The part near the forte and the back edge are
damascened in gold. Sheath modern.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Total length 33.2 cm
Blade 22.1 cm

Hilt 11.1 cm

Peshgabz-Damascus steel plain blade. Two. plain ivory pieces are united to
the handle of the steel; its borders are damascened in gold. The wooden
sheath is covered with brown leather and is fitted with a metallic chape.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date c 1725 AD.
Total length 34.6 cm
Blade 22.8 cm
Hile 11.8 cm

Peshgabz-Slightly curved blade of Damascus steel, single-edged. The part
near ricasso and the back edge is strengthened and decorated with floral,
crecper and animal design. The steel hilt is covered with two pieces of
ivory engraved with floral and creeper design. The bands are damascened
in gold and frond design. A small buckle on the top bears inscription in
perforated work. The inscription records Ya Kdji (the name of Allzh). The
modern sheath, covered with faded red velvet, has a plain muhnal with a
perforated buckle and a chape of perforated silver.

Provenance Delhi
School Mughal
Date Mid. 17th century
Total length 34.1cm
Blade 22.5 cm
Hilt 11.6 cm
QUMA

Quma-Straight, double-edged, leaf-shaped blade with three grooves on
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- each side. The forte is damascened with floral design in gold. The hilt

consists of two pieces of ivory riveted to the steel tang, shaped to size. Two
pieces are dome-shaped while the central one is like a leaf. The wooden
sheath covered with brown leather has a muhnal and in the place of chape
has a steel bud.

Provenance North-west India
School Mughal

Date Early 17th century
Total length 44.3 cm

Blade 322 cm

Hilt 12.0 cm

Qumd—Doube-edged, straight blade terminating into a point with one deep
groove on each side of the blade; the steel hilt is covered with two pieces
of walrus ivory and is riveted with two bigger dome-shaped and one smal-
ler stud of a steel. Hilt is modern.

Provenance Deccan
School Indo-Turkish
Date 17th century
Total length 52.5 cm
Blade 40.0 cm

Hilt , 12.5 cm

Qumai—Double-edged, straight blade with one deep groove on each side.
The hilt is covered with silver plate and is decorated with neillo work, in
floral, creeper and geometrical design. It has two studs. The wooden
sheath is covered with silver. On one side is needle work and the other
side is chiselled with floral and creeper design.

Provenance : Deccan
School Indo-Turkish
Date 18th century
Total length 48.1 cm
Blade 36.3 cm

Hilt 11.8cm

Qumd—Double-edged, straight pointed blade with a deep groove on each
side, fine Damascus steel blade, damascened in gold in floral, creeper and
bird design on one side of the blade. The hilt consists of two pieces of
ivory (one of walrus ivory and the other of elephant ivory) riveted to the
steel tang. The sides of the hilt are damascened in gold kofigdri. The dam-
aged wooden sheath is covered with faded violet velvet and has a chiselled
silver muhndl.

Provenance Delhi

School Sultanate School
Date 15th century
Total length 43.0 cm

Blade 29.7 cm
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Hilt 18.3 cm

Quma--Double-edged straight blade tapering to a point with a medical-rib.
The upper part of the blade is engraved on both sides. The blade is
inscribed with Ghirdzé nafsi (aimed at taking life) and Persian couplets. The
steel hilt is fitted with two pieces of plain ivory. Damaged wooden sheath is
covered with black velvet.

Provenance North India
School ' Mughal

Date Late 17th century
Total length 31.8cm

Blade 20.1 cm

Hile 11.7 cm

Qumd-Straight, curved, double-edged blade with a deep groove on each
side. It bears a small gold inscription on both sides; on one side it reads Ya
Ali and on the other Daghistan. The steel plate of the hilt is first covefed
with horn and finally with a chiselled metai plate: Sheath is missing.

Provenance Deccan
School Indo-Turkish
Date Early 18th century
Total length 29.9 cm
Blade 21.2cm
Hilt 8.7 cm

CHHURA
Chhurd—Similar to No.87/LVI but without the name of the maker.
Provenance ' Aurangabad
School Deccani
Date Early 20th century
Total length 324 cm
Blade 20.5 cm
Hilt 11.9cm
Chhura—Similar to No.87/LVI but without sheath,
Provenance Aurangabad
School Deccani
Date Early 20th century
Total length 34.8 cm
Blade 22.0 cm
Hile . 12.8 cm

Chhurd—Similar to No.87/LVI. The hilt contains small knives, cork-opener,
pricker, etc. '
Provenance Aurangabad

School Deccani

Date - Early 20¢th century
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Total length 35.0 cm
- Blade 28.0 cm
Hilt 120 cm

Chhura—Similar to No.87/LV1. The hilt of steel, fitted with ivory pieces,
contains small knives, pricker and cork-opener, etc. The blade has cut
designs. The wooden sheath, in red velvet, has a locking device. Made by
Bod Raj.

Provenance Aurangabad
School Deccani

Date Early 20th century
Total length 34.5cm

Blade 21.9 cm

Hilt 12.6 cm

Chhura-Single-edged from the top and double-edged at the lower end,
cylindrical handle of horn with a metallic cap. It bears the name of maker
Bod Rij, Aurangabad. Sheath is missing.

Provenance Aurangabad

School Deccani

Date Early 20th century

Total length 34.5 cm

Blade 21.9cm

Hilt 12.6 cm
KHANJARALI

Khanjarali—-Recurved blade with four grooves on each side, badly rusted,
steel hilt is covered with ivory pieces; pommel is shaped like a crescent and
the grip is cylindrical. Hilt is fastened with four steel knobs on each side
and has a knuckle-guard. Wooden sheath is covered with black leather.

Provenance Vijayanagara
School South Indian
Date 16th century
Total length 29.5 cm
Blade 18.5 cm
Hilt 11.0 cm

Khanjarali~Recurved blade of Damascus steel with a mid-rib has dou-
ble-edged, thickened point. Hiit consists of four pieces of ivory with a steel
knuckle-guard. The wooden sheath is covered with green velvet but with-
out a chape.

Provenance Vijayanagara
School South Indian
Date 16th century
Total length 324 cm
Blade 21.0cm

Hilt ' 114 cm
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Khanjarali-Recurved blade of Damascus steel with a mid-rib. Steel hilt is
covered with pieces of ivory and is engraved with floral and creeper
design all over. Small knuckle-guard of steel bears traces of gold work.
Wooden sheath is covered with shagreen leather (damaged) and is fitted
with muknal with a buckle of perforated silver.

Provenance Vijayanagara
School South Indian
Date 16th century
Total length 31.5cm
Blade 21.0 cm

Hilt 10.5 cm
Khanjarali—Similar to No.10/LIII with a chape.
Provenance Vijayanagara
School South Indian
Date ~ 16th century
Total length 32.0 cm
Blade 20.5 cm

Hile 11.5 cm

Khanjarali—-Recurved plain blade with a medial-rib and a thickened end.
Steel hilt is covered with pieces of ivory whose pommel is crescent-shaped;
grip is cylindrical and the entire hilt is fastened with six studs on each side.
It has a small'knuckle-guard. Sheath modern.

Provenance Vijayanagara
School South Indian
Date . 16th century
Total length 29.3 cm
Blade 17.7 cm

- Hilt 11.6 cm

AFGHAN KNIFE

Afghan Knife—Slightly curved near the tip. The blade has grooves on the
back edge. The hilt consists of two pieces of wood riveted to the steel
plate. Sheath modern fitted with original muhnal; traces of gold damascen-
ing are available on the hilt.

Provenance North-west India
School Late Mughal
Date 18th century
Total length 65.8 cm

Blade 52.0 cm

Hil 13.8 cm

Afghan Knife—Single-edged blade of welded Damascus. The cylindrical hilt
consists of two ivory pieces affixed to a steel plate whose sides are damas-
cened in gold kofigdri. The wooden sheath, encased with faded violet vel-
vet, has perforated and comparatively bigger muhnal and tehnal.
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Provenance North-west India
School Late-Mughal
Date 18th century
Total length 50.0 cm
Blade _ 36.4 cm
Hilt 13.6 cm

Afghan Knife-Watered steel blade. The damaged hilt consists of two pieces
of horn riveted to the steel plate, the borders damascened in gold in floral
design. The damaged wooden sheath, with yellow velvet, has a gold
damascened chape.

Provenance North-west India

School Late Mughal

Total length 50.9 ¢cm

Blade 37.4cm

Hilt . 13.5cm
BICHHAWA

Bichhawa-Same as item no. 25/LI1I but meant for the left hand. Both (Nos.
25 and 8) form a pair.

Provenance Maharashtra
School Maratha

Date Early 17th century
Total length 34.6 cm

Blade 21.6 cmn

Hilt 13.0 cm

Bichhawd-Recurved blade for the right hand having one rib and a thic-
kened end. The handle is a curved bar with a knuckle-guard. A
bud-shaped knob is riveted to the top. The handle is riveted to the blade
with two rivets and is profusely ornamented in gold in floral and creeper

design.

Provenance Maharashtra
School Maratha

Date Early 17th century
Total length 34.7 cm

Blade 21.2 cm

Hilt 13.5 cm

KHANJAR

Khanjar—Double-edged, slightly recurved blade of Damascus steel with a
medial-rib on both sides and a thickened point. Hilt consists of one solid
piece of ivory. Pommel slightly curved and shaped like a bud between two
leaves. The entire hilt is engraved wth flowers and geometrical design.
The wooden sheath is modern but the muhndl is orignal and is of ivory
carved in the style of the hilt.
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Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date : Mid. 17th century
Total length 39.0 cm

Blade 25.8 cm

Hilt i3.2 ¢m

Khanjar—Curved, double-edged, ridged blade; hilt of one piece of ivory,
pommel shaped like three flowers. The wooden sheath is covered with
green faded velvet.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date 18th century

Total length 36.1 cm

Blade 23.0 cm

Hilt 13.1 cm
CHILANUM

Chilanum-Recurved blade, double-edged, bearing ridges on both sides.
The hilt consists of two curved leaves at the pommel and similar ones
forming the quillons. The entire hilt is moulded and damascened in gold.

Provenance Maharashtra
School Deccani
Date 17th century
Total length 35.8 cm
Blade 22.5 cm
Hilt 13.3 cm

Chilanum—Recurved, double-edged blade with a thickened point and a
medial-rib. The hilt of copper has its pommel depicting on one side a lion
crouching upon an elephant and on the other side a peacock fighting an
eagle. The quillons droop down and terminate into the forms of two birds.
The whole hilt is moulded into a solid copper and is engraved with floral
design all over.

Provenance Maharashtra
School Deccant
Date 17th century
Total length 38.3 cm
Blade . 22.3 cm
" Hih 16.0 cm
BADA JAMADADU

Badi Jamadadi-Triangular, double-edged, ridged blade with thickened
point. H-shaped hilt has two globular, horizontal bars and a curved
knuckle-guard. Major part of the hilt is damascened in gold in floral and
creeper design and the knuckle-guard terminates into a mythital animal.
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Waoden sheath, cavered with yellow velvet, has a chape in the style of the
hilt.

Provenance Maharashtra
School Maratha
Date 18th century
Total length 50.0 cm
Blade 338cm
Hilt 16.2 cm

Bada Jamadada—Double-edged, straight blade with a thickened end. Blade
has several ridges. H-shaped handle with its two globular horizontal bars is
covered with a recurved knuckle-guard. Sheath is covered with embroi-
dered velvet.

Provenance Maharashtra
School Maratha
Date 17th century
Total length 58.0 cm
Blade 42.0 cm
Hilt 16.0 cm

TANJORE DAGGER

Tanjore Dagger—-Recurved, double-edged rusted blade with a mid-rib;
heavy hilt of brass terminating into the head of a lon with a
knuckle-guard. No sheath.

Provenance Tanjore Tamilnadu
School Tanjore School
Date 16th century

Total length 30.3 cm

Blade 17.2 cm

Hile 13.1 cm

Tanjore Dagger—Recurved blade, brass hilt shaped like a lion with a curved
knuckle-guard. Modern sheath.

Provenance Tanjore, Tamilnadu
School Tanjore School
Date 16th century
Total length 26.8 cm
Blade 16.3 cm
Hilt 10.5 cm

AYDA KATTI

Ayda Katti—-Curved blade, semi-circular with edge on the concave side and
a strong back edge; kite-shaped pommel of horn is fixed to the handle of
steel. It was used mostly by the Mopla tribe.

Provenance Malabar

School South India
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Date , 18th century
Total length 48.6 cm
Blade 26.5 cm
Hilt 22.1 ¢cm

Ayda Katti-Shghtly curved blade with edge on the concave side. The blade
shows a nick and a tooth like that of a khukaeri, Long handle of wood is
capped with a brass sheet engraved with a lion. Damaged wooden sheath
is covered with a brown leather. Used by the Mopla tribe in Malabar.

Provenance Malabar

School South India

Date 19th century

Total length 35.2 cm

Blade 16.5 cm

Hilt 18.7 cm
BHU]

Bhuj—Slightly curved blade is single-edged for a greater part and dou-
ble-edged at the op end. The back edge and other places of the blade are
damascened in floral design in gold. The handle is divided into six sec-
tions, alternatively octagonal and cylindrical, and is surmounted by an
elephant-head. The hollow handle contains a gupti inside. The wooden
sheath, with red velvet, is fitted with a gold damascened chape. The
weapon is an imitation of the Sindhi Bhuj produced in Hyderabad since
the handle reflects the impact of Bidri design.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Bhuj

Date Early 18th century
Total length 90.5 cm

Blade 31.0 cm

Hilt 59.5 cm



CHAPTER IV
MACES, BATTLE-AXES AND SPEARS

MACE

Round, thick stone pleces with hole in the centre belonging to the New Stone Age are
the earliest mace-heads'. Mace-heads of copper have been discovered from Harappa only.
Other Indus Valley sites have yielded stone mace-heads. Three different shapes have been
noticed; pear-shaped, lentoid and circular. Their perforation i s of hour-glass form bored at
both ends. They were lashed to a handle with leather thongs®. These were suitable for self
defence, particularly in hand to hand fight in lonely or forest area.

In the Vedic period the mace was used by the well-born and the commoners alike,
provided that they had the requisite strength and stamina to wield it’. Its heavy size
militated against its popularity. Only the strongest could use it to purpose and advantage.
The Adiparva of the Mahabharata* describes four modes of fighting with a club or mace:

A. Prakshépa or hurling at the enemy from a dlstance

B. Vikshépa or close fight at the weapon’s point®,

C  Parikshépa or brandishing it around in the midst of foes.
D. Abhikshépa or hitting the opponent in front.

The mndalas or circling manoeuvres associated with club-fighting are repeatedly
mentioned®,

When the armour was introduced mace was considered an anti-armour and specially
helmet-breaking weapon. It is more often found among the Muslim warriors who habitually
used large amount of armour.

CLASSIFICATION.
1. Gada

It had a single globular head attached to a shon metal rod. The head was plain or
ridged. Bhima'’s ponderous gadd was plaited with gold”’,

2. Shashpar

It was a mace with six flanges on it (shash = six; par = sides). It was a short handled club
with a single globular head on the top of which was mounted a knob or pinnade. It was
called shashpari during Jahangir's time. In one miniature painting a Mughal soldier has been
carrying a shashpar with five feet long handle.

3. Piau

It was so called because the end was large and spherical like an onion (piydz). It was a
straight mace with follated surfaces. Beveridge describes it as a rugged mace, having many
craggy, uneven projections®.
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4. Kistin

It had a longer handle, to the end of which the sphere was attached by a chain or a
string like the athlete’s throwing hammer. The sphere was similar to that of shashpar. It
could be plain or with flanges or transverse bands around it. The head, trifoliated or cusped
like an arch, with eight sides, was used. The kistin' resembled the mace called ‘flail’
represented in the Ain-i-Akbari, the latter has a hexagonal ball attached to a handle with a
chain®. The flail could be furnished with two balls attached separately by the chains to a
handle.

5. Gurz

It had the steel spikes fitted on the globular head. The steel handle was three to four
feet long with head three inches in diameter. Sometimes a spike (usually leaf-shaped and
pointed) was affixed on the top. Two or even three-headed, one over the other, gurzs are
available. When fitted with a small battle-axe on one side, it was called tabar-gurz. The gurzs
used by the Mariathias were fitted with a basked hilt at the lower end of the handle.

6.  Khir-i-Mahi

1t consisted of several steel spkes projecting on both sides of a straight handle. It has
been mentioned in the Ain-i-Akbari' and was used only rarely. _

The club was sometimes hurled at the enemy like any other missile. There are a few
weapons which fall into the category of clubs or bludgeons of one kind and another. The
sthuna'! of black iron and the laguda'® of sione belong to this category in general.
Bhusundi'®, shaped like the trunk (sunda) of an elephant, was a heavy club. The mudgar'*, a
pestle, was used for physical exercise.

The handle (or shaft) of the mace was usually ornamented with embossed rings,
spheres, bands, etc. The shafts of metal were round, four-sided, hexagonal or octagonal
with a button or knob at the end. The mace-bearers, marching in between the king and the
artillery, were called chobdars, tawachiyan or yasawulan (hiterally ‘bearer of mace’). The horse-
men wielded the mace in hand to hand fighting to break the helmet or fortified doors.

Club, like any other weapon, was an excelient item of gift. Shah Jahan (1627-1658 A.D.)
had bestowed one made of pure gold on Haji Bég, his general. Tavernier, the European
traveller, presented to Aurangzéb (1658-1707 A.D.) one battle-mace of rock crystal, of
which the sides were covered with rubies and emeralds and inlaid with gold.

The handle of some maces concealed a dagger which could be used in times of need.
Favourite maces had specific names like Modaki and Shikhari, the two clubs given by Vis-
hvamitra to Rama.

BATTLE-AXE

The axe was known to the Harappans and also the Rigvedic Aryans'®. It was still not a
very popular weapon of war. In the Mahabharata the battle-axe was designated as parashu'®,
parashvavadha'®, kulisha or kuthara'®. It is not infrequently described as a missile used by the
nobility. The kuthdra was a favourite weapon of Lord Parashurama. Kautilya'® classifies it
under the category of razor-like weapons and mentions its three types i.e., parashu (a scymitar,
semi-circular and 24 inches long), kuthdra (an axe) and pattisa (same as parashu but shaped
like a trident at both ends). In another place pattisa is described to be of man's height, with
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two sharp edges and 2 sharp top. It had a handle. It has been referred-to as the uterine
brother of the sword®. Its qualities were felling and splitting.- It could be ‘manipulated in six
ways i.e., raising high lhreatemngly striking with 1t slowly or quickly, raising it rapidly, mak-
ing it fixed and making as if one had nothing in hand®'. The battle-axe has been illustrated
in several sculpl;urcs22 in pamtmgv. and on coins®’,

War-axes were of all sizes from light weapons intended solely for thrusting, to heavy
pole axes requiring the use of both arms. The blade is generally balanced by a ham-
mer-head or point on the opposite side of the handle, and the latter is frequently termi-
nated by a spike. Most have a single cutting edge though double axes were also used?*. Oc-
casionally they had a dagger concealed in the handle, and, sometimes a sharp-edged hook
projected from one side.

Some important types are:

TABAR

It was a single battle-axe consisting of a curved blade with a broad cutting edge®*. The
wooden shaft was inserted mto the socket of the blade. The sharp-edged blade was semi-cir-
cular®®. It had many sub-types®’. The size of the blade varied from 7 inches to 15 inches.

TARANGALA

Its cutting edge is similar to that of a tabar but the pmnacle is shaped like a spear-head.
It could thus have been used both for cutting and piercing®"

JAGHNOL

It contained a steel handle and the head was thick and shaped like the beak of a bird*”.
It had cutting edges on both the sides and a thickened point which was very useful in pierc-
ing a helmet or a coat of mail.

TABAR-JAGHNOL

It was the combination of tabar and jeghno! hence the name. On one side it had the
blade like that of the jaghno!l and opposite to it, one similar to that of a taebar.

TABAR-ZIN

It is also called chamkhag, chakhmag or chakmagh-a battle-axe fastened to the saddle™. It

had a sharp-edged hook on one side and was intended for cutting the bridle reins of the op-
onent.

b The shafts of the battle-axes were simple, occasionally mounted with metallic caps or
knobs or pinnacles on both ends. The blades were sometimes ornamented. The axes of gold
and silver were displayed by the attendants in the court. The shafts of these axes measured
generally 3 to 4 feet, head of the axe 3 to 4 inches horizontally and 5 to 6 inches vertically.
In certain cases a dagger (gupti) was concealed inside the hollow handle.

The personal battle-axe of Nadir Shah who invaded India in 1739 A.D., bearing his
name and title in Arabic in gold is displayed in the Arms Gallery of the National Museum,
New Delhi®.

SPEAR
Spear® had its first appearance in the Late Stone Age when leaf-shaped small stone
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pieces were hafted in wooden handles®®. The longest and the earliest actual spear-head of
bronze has been unearthed from SD area in Mohen-jodaro (c. 2500 B.C.). It is 15 inches
long, 5 inches broad and 0.15 inch thick. Two small holes at the bottom of the blade were
intended to secure it in a split wooden shaft to strengthen it. Many other spears and javel-
lins, made of copper and bronze, of Harappan Culture, have been discovered®. All these
are invariably tanged and were strengthened by setting in the split end of shafts. No barbed
blade has been foynd although there is a clear illustration of a barbed spear on 2 Mo-
hen-jodiro seal®s. The lance-heads (similar to the spear-heads but smaller in size) are trian-
gular, double-edged, pointed and made of copper. Their overall length is 3 to 4 inches.

Spears and javelins were specially favoured by the horsemen. On many of the
Indo-Greek, Indo-Parthian and Indo-Bactrian coins (2nd-1st centurles B.C.) kings and
deltJes are depicted in the act of thrusting the spears and Javelms Kaniska (1st century
A. D) and many Gupta monarchs (4th-5th centuries A.D.)*8 are holdmg spears on their
coins. Similar representanon can be seen in several sculptures®®, wall paintings at Ajanta
and miniature paintings of Mughal school. '

Besides the cavaliers and foot-soldiers, the attendants, guards and those employed in
the court carried the spears as a part of royal paraphernalia. It could be made of reed or
solid wood, and might also be held in one or both hands or was couched under the arm*°.
The longest spears were of bamboo,reed or cane since these provlded the longest available
shafts*'

Durmg the 14th and 15th centuries heavy spears were considered characterstics of Mus-
lim horsemen while smaller, barbed and occasionally poisoned varieties were typical of the
Hindu warriors.

CLASSIFICATION
1. Bhala

It consisted of a long wooden or bamboo shaft with a long and pointed iron blade. The
blade, generally leaf-shaped, was with or without a medial-rib and had a hollow shank into
which the shaft was inserted. It was a thrusting weapon and was seldom hurled. It was gen-
erally used by the foot-soldiers and was operated with both hands.

2. Néu

It comprised a small arrow-head-shaped blade of steel fixed to a long bamboo shaft. It
was a cavarly lance®?. It was 8 to 10 inches long, held in the middle, raised above the head at
full length of arm and hurled.

3. Barachhi

It was a, .lance with the triangular, quadrangular, pentagonal, hexagonal or evenocta-
gonal blade **. The shaft, completely of i iron, was small with a long tapering but thin and
pointed blade. Sometimes there was a grip in the centre to hold it and occasionally there was
a knuckle-guard at the grip. Though fully of metal this was slender and light and could
easily be thrown.
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4. Tschehoutd
It was a lance with blades on both ends. The blades were of different patterns.

5. Sak

It had a small,ieaf-shaped, pointed blade with two globular balls immediately below it.
In between the two balls a flag was tied. The handle of wood had a metallic pointed cap at
the lower end.

6. Sang

It is also called sang (from Sanskrit shakti). It was completely of iron. Its average length
was seven feet with the head as long as two feet. The blade was round, two-sided,
three-sided or even more. In the centre was the grip which was covered with velvet. It also
contained a metal chain to fix it to the saddle. It was used by the horsemen. Its another var-
iant was sa:n¢f which had a shorter shaft.

7. Selara

It was like a barachha with a grip in the centre from where it was held. It had blades on
both sides. The upper blade was sllghtly broader and the lower blade thinner—both gener-
ally triangular,

8. Ballam

It was a short spear with a broad head ornamented with brass. It was used mamly by
the infantry. The blade is shaped like a large leaf fixed to a steel or wooden shaft**

9. Javeln

It was a throwing spear, light and handy, and was generally preferred by the horsemen.

The cavalrymen held the spear in their right hand; while attacking the spears were held
at arm’s length above their heads. For a stronger grip the cavalry lances were fastened with
knobs or rings at the centre of the shaft. The metallic caps, knobs, pinnacles, etc., were fit-
ted at the lower end of the shaft to make it firm.

CONCLUSION

Many varieties of clubs, battle-axes, spears, javelins, nézds, etc., are preserved in the
museums of India, some of them are meticulously carved or damascened in gold and silver
or embellished in many other ways. The handle of one spear, displayed in the National
Museum, New Delhi (Rajput, 17th century), is made completely of ivory. It was more a cere-
monial specimen than the one used in actual fighting.
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MACE

Gada~The globular head has various ribs and is fitted with a long,
pointed, grooved, double-edged, sliding bayonet which could be slid in-
side when not in use. The rod is octagonal up to three-fourth and round
at the lower end. The base is broad and is fitted with additional cap and a
buckle probably for dangling it by the saddle. The entire weapon is

damascened in gold in floral and creeper design.

Provenance

Date

Total length

Handle

Circumference of head

Deccan

Early 18th century
109.0 cm

65.0 cm

26.0 cm

521. 28/LIH

522. 214/LVI]

523. 215/LVI

Mace-Similar to No.316/LIV-A but the hilt is a plain rod. The entire
weapon is covered with silver plate.

Provenance Maharashtra, Deccan

Date Late 17th century

Total length 73.6 cm

Handle 52.0 cm

Circumference of head 23.0 cm

Piyazi—Club with a dome-shaped, ribbed head surmounted with a globu-
lar knob. The handle is octagonal up to three-fourth and then tubular at
the lower end. The mace of steel bears gold damascened bands at places.
It is hollow from within and contains some balls inside which make jingl-
ing sound when wielded.

Provenance Maharashtra, Deccan
Date c 1775 A.D.

Total length 63.0 cm

Handle 48.8 cm
Circumference of head 22.0 cm

Mace—Mace shaped like a lotus bud; the hexagonal head of Damascus
steel has gold damascening on its top and bottom; the handle of steel is
fixed with a knob at the end.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Late 18th century
Total length 63.0 cm

Handle 51.0cm
Circumference of head 28.0 cm

524. 316/L1V-A Mace~ solid curved octagonal rod for breaking the head. The basket hilt

consists of a bud-shaped tang, saucer pommel, tubular grip and flat
plates in the place of quillons. A broad knuckle-guard is attached. The
weapon is damascened in gold koftgdri all over in floral and creeper de-
sign.
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525. 21/LVI

526. 82/LII1

527. 138/L1V

528. 153/LIV

529, 201/LIV-A

Provenhance Maharashtra, Deccan
Date Late 17th century
Total length 67.8 cm

Handle 21.3 cm
Circumference of head 28.0 cm

Gurz—The head consists of six steel plates inserted into a steel rod. The
handle of steel is octagonal upto the three-fourth and cylindrical at the
lower side. The tops of the steel plates and the bands of the handle are
damascened in geometrical and floral design in gold kofigari.

Provenance Maharashtra, Deccan
School Maritha

Date 17th century

Total length 63.3 cm

Handle 50.0 cm
Circumference of head 26.0 cm

Gurz—Globular head is studded with several small pointed quadrangular
spikes. The spike surmounting the head is also quadrangular The hilt of

steel bears traces of silver damascening. The gnp is supported by globu-
lar bells.

Provenance Maharashtra, Deccan
School Maratha

Date Mid. 18th century
Total length 83.3 ecm

Handle 61.0 cm
Circumference of head 40.0 cm

Gurz~Head consisting of eight petals of steel with a quadrangular spike.
Cylindrical handle is riveted to a khdnda hilt having perforated design.

Provenance Maharashtra, Deccan
School Mariatha

Date 18th century

Total length 84.7 cm

Handle 31.6 cm
Circumference of head 41.1 cm

Gurz—The mace-head consists of eight-petalied flower surmounted with a
leaf-shaped spike bearing a mid-rib. The handle of steel has two knobs at
the lower end.

Provenance Maharashtra, Deccan
School , Maritha

Date 17th century

Total length 85.3 cm

Handle 58.0 cm
Circumference of head 41.0cm

Gurz—Octagonal handle with a head fitted with eight plates. The basket
hilt has perforated design at places.
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Provenance Maharashtra, Deccan
School ' Maritha

Date 18th century

Total length 70.6 cm

Handle 235 cm
Circumference of head 17.6 cm

Gurz—, Mace-head consisting of seven-petalled flower with a bud-shaped
knob on the top, plain steel handle; usual khdnda hilt with a knob instead

of a spike.

Provenance Maharashtra, Deccan
School Maratha

Date 17th century

Total length 68.7 cm

Handle 17.0 cm
Circumference of head 17.0 cm

Gurz—Miniature mace meant for young princes for giving them training.
Eight-petalled mace is surmounted with a triangular spike handle and the
hilt is similar to No.34 I/LIV-A.

Provenance Maharashtra, Deccan -
School Maratha

Date Late 17th century
Total length 56.0 cm

Handle 229 cm

Circumference of head 17.6 cm

Gurz-Eight-petalled mace surmounted with-a leaf-shaped spike. Cylindri-
cal handle is of metal. The hilt has a curved spike, saucer pommel, cylin-
drical grip, broad guard, knuckle-guard and 4} inches long langeis.

Provenance Maharashtra, Deccan
School Maratha

Date Late 17th century
Total length 97.0 cm

Handle 31.0 cm
Circumference of head 29.0 cm

Gurz—The head consists of seven plates, each bearing four holes and sur-
mounted with a bud-shaped knob. The cylindrical handle has curvilinear
ribs. The basket hilt is that of a firangi sword with a long, curved, tang,
saucer pommel, tubular grip, knuckle-guard and long langets.

Provenance Maharashtra, Deccan -
School Maritha

Date -18th century

Total length 87.8 cm

Handle 31.0cm

Circumference of head 26.0 cm
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BATTLE-AXE

534. LVI1/24 Tabar— The blade of Damascus steel is semi-circular with its border
damascened in gold and silver. On the opposite side of the blade a stud
like a bud is attached and the tabar is surmounted with a small pointed
spike of Damascus steel. The handle is plain at the lower end and is

-

damascened in gold and silver while the remaining part is plain.

Provenance Deccan
Date 17th century
Total length 65.5 cm
Blade horizontal 16.0 cm
Blade vertical 18.4 cm
535. 66/LVI Tabar-Slanting and curved steel blade damascened in geometrical design
in gold. The wooden handle has loose silver bands at places and a silver
cap below.
Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date Early 17th century
Total length 53.6 cm
Blade horizontal 6.8 cm
Blade vertical 13.5 cm
536. 70-71 Tabar—-Blade is three-pronged and is shaped like a trishil; wooden handle

has a brass cap at the lower end and is wrapped by metai wire. The top
cap is missing.

Provenance North-eastern India
Date 19th century
Total length 90.0 cm
Blade horizontal 17.4 cm
Blade vertical 12.6 cm

537. 70/12 Tabar-Battle-axe;' blade is bifurcated. Wooden handie is wrapped by
metal wires and has a steel cap at the lower end.
Provenance North-eastern India
Date 19th century
Total length 91.1 cm
Blade horizontal 16.5 cm
Blade vertical 21.3 cm

538. 380/LIV-A Tabar-Battle-axe, smooth, wooden handle with a steel rest having a tang
which is inserted into the handle. Massive curved blade is blunt on both
sides and is bifurcated and serrated. The blade is moulded into a brass
mythical creature which also forms the socket for the handle.

Provenance Tanjore, Tamilnadu
Date 19th century
Total length 195.0 cm

Blade horizontal 17.3 cm
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540. LVI/171

541. LVI/173

542, LVI/172
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Blade vertical 53.5.cm

Tabar—The blade of Damascus steel has its borders decorated in floral de-
sign in gold with its edges engraved with birds and flowers on three sides.
The steel handle is damascened in gold floral and creeper design on the
upper and lower part while the middle part is engraved with floral de-

sign.

Provenance Delhi

Date Mid. 17th century
Total length 60.2 cm

Blade horizontal 10.2 cm

Blade vertical 15.2 cm

Tabar—The blade of Damascus steel is damascened in gold in flora] and
creeper design on the borders. It bears two inscriptions in gold; couplets
in Persian meaning “as a peacock is eflgrossed in his own feathers simi-
larly this tabar penetrates into the elephants”. The handle is covered with
gold-plated copper and is engraved all over w1th floral and creeper de-

signs.

Provenance Deccan

Date 17th century
Total length 58.7 cm
Blade horizontal 9.4-cm
Blade vertical 18.0 ¢cm

Tabar—Same as LVI/171; both (Nos. LVI/171 and LVI/173) form a pair.
The only difference is that No.173 has an additional inscription Yé Allah,

Ya fateh. The other two inscriptions are same. Both record the name
tabar.

Provenance Deccan

Date 17th century
Total length 58.8 cm
Blade horizontal 8.7 cm
Blade vertical 13.7 cm

Tabar—The blade of Damascus steel is plain on one side and is inscribed
on the other. The inscription records: Hast Sultan-i-Salatin-i-Jahdn Shdh
Shahabuddin Sahib-i-Kiran-i-Sani in Naskh Script in Persian language. On
one side of the blade it records Najrum-min Allih-i-wa Jathun karib and on
the other Bismillah-i-Rehman-i-Rahim in Naskh script in Arabic language.
The inscription on the blade is engraved in high relief and is gold-plated
which is obliterated at places. Two animals, one lion and the other jackal,
are damascened in gold, one on each side. One stud, like a bird, is on the

opposite side.

Provenance Delhi

Date Shih Jahan period (1627-1658 A.D.)
Total length 52.7 cm

Blade horizontz'

94 cm
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543. 213/LVI

544, 215/L1V

545. 239/LIV

546. 336/LIV

547. 338/LIV

Blade vertical 18.0 cm

Tabar—Axe, the blade is like inverted ‘L’. The wooden handle is variously
curved into cylindrical, square and octagonal design and is fitted with
muhndl and tehndl, both damascened in gold.

Provenance Hyderabad

Date Early 19th century
Total length 59.4 cm

Blade horizontal 12.0 cm

Blade vertical 8.0 cm

Tabar—Blade of Damascus steel inscribed in high relief on both the sides.
On one side it is plated with gold and bears the similar inscription which
is found on No.239%/LIV. On the other side the inscription in high relief
without gold-plating contains verses from the holy Quran. The octagonal
handle and its grip supported by two knobs are of steel and are damas-
cened all over in floral and creeper design in gold.

Provenance Delhi

Date Shah Jahan period (1627-1658 A.D.)
Total length 49.2 cm

Blade horizontal 9.6 cm

Blade vertical 13.1 cm

Tabar-The blade is inscribed in high relief all over the surface on one
side. The inscription reads Bismilldh-i-Rehman-i-Rahim Bahest Sul-
tin-i-Saldtin-i-Jahdn Shah-i-Shahan Ndje Sdhib Kirdn 871 A.H. The side of
the blade is engraved with hunting scenes in high relief in gold. The oc-
tagonal handle of steel with its grip, protected by two knobs, is damas-
cened all over in floral and creeper design in gold.

Provenance Delhi

Date Shah Jahin period (1627-1658 A.D.)
Total length 51.8 cm

Blade horizontal 10.8 cm

Blade vertical 14.3 cm

Tabar-Battle-axe with a broad semi-circular blade engraved with floral
and creeper design. The steel blade, on the opposite direction, is shaped
like 2 mythical creature. Plain cylindrical handle of steel has a knob at the
bottom.

Provenance Deccan
Date : Early 19th century
Total length 68.2 cm
Blade horizontal 27.0 cm
Blade vertical 214 cm

Tabar — Battle-axe, semi-circular plain blade of steel; a small triangular
blade fitted on the opposite direction. Handle plain.
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549, 299/LIV

550.

14/L111

551. 23/LVI

-
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Provenance Deccan
Date Early 19th century
Total length 63.7 cm
Blade horizontal 152 cm
Blade vertical 25.2 cm

Tabar-The semi-circular blade, profusely inscribed all over on both the
sides, has a socket which is engraved with shik@rgdh (hunting) scenes. The
octagonal handle of plain solid steel is surmounted with a double-edged
small knife with prominent mid-rib on both sides. '

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date ¢ 1800 A.D.
Total length 51.8 cm
Blade horizontal 10.8 cm
Blade vertical 14.3 cm

Nimché tabar-jaghnol. —~Combination of tabar and jaghnol. Long handle fit-
ted with a crescent-shaped blade on one side and a leaf-shaped blade on
the other. Used for practice only.

Provenance Rajasthan

School Rajpuat

Date Early 19th century
Total length 43.8 cm

Blade horizontal 43 cm

Blade vertical 10.3 cm

Chugd—Also called jaghnol. Slightly curved, leaf-shaped, double-edged
blade of Damascus steel has a medial-rib. Steel handle is ornamented with
gold damascening all over along with the figure of lion on one side and
deer on the other. The hilt has two buckles with which is tied an iron
chain for hanging this weapon round the back. Wooden sheath is covered
with green velvet and has a perforated muhnal. The steel tehndl (chape),
now detached, has been tied with a string separately.

Provenance Rajasthan
School Rajpit

Date 17th century
Total length 50.5 cm
Blade horizontal 5.1 cm
Blade vertical 18.5 cm

Chugd—Also called Jaghnol; triangular blade of Damascus steel with a thic-
kened point and a medial-rib. The quillons are shaped like two lions. On
the opposite side of the blade is an inscription in perforation recording
the name of Allah in Arabic (Naskh script). On the top is a double-edged
spike fitted on a perforated steel which records the name of Muhammad
in Arabic. Octagonal handle of steel and the circular grip within two
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552. 370/L1V-A

553. 377/LIV-A

554, 378/LIV-A

555. 382/L1V-A

556. 85/LIV-A

globular sweel balls is profusely damascened in gold all over. A dou-
ble-edged, straight, plam gupti is fitted inside it.

Provenance Rajasthan
School Rajpiit
Date c 1675 A.D.
Total length 69.7 cm
Blade horizontal 8.1cm
Blade vertical 26.5 cm

Spear—Plain wooden handle, leaf-shaped triangular blade with a socket.
Provenance Deccan

Date 19th century
Total length 216.7 cm
Handle 185.1 cm
Blade 31.6 cm

Spear—Smooth wooden shaft with a socketed globular spike serving as its
rest. Long triangular blade with many grooves and ridges has its small
socket damascened in gold with floral and creeper design. Modern
sheath has original mounting damascened in the style of the blade.

Provenance Deccan

Date 18th century
Total length 189.7 cm
Handle 152.5 cm
Blade 372 cm

Tabar-Long bamboo shaft with a steel cap and a knob at the lower bot-
tom; quadrangular blade is serrated in the form of leaves and has a long
socket.

Provenance Deccan

Date 19th century
Total length 188.7 cm
Handle 164.0 cm
Blade 24.7 cm

Spear—Small bamboo shaft. The blade is two-pronged and twisted with a
socket having globular end. The central part of the blade bears inscrip-
tion which reads Mohammad Munawwar Khin Zanozi Mohammad Al
Madad Hazarat Shak on both sides.

Provenance Deccan

Date 19th century
Total length 170.0 cm
Handle 139.0 cm
Blade 314cm

Lance—The upper part of a lance. The Damascus blade is shaped like a
leaf and has a medial-rib. The octagonal socket is decorated with floral
design in gold damascening.
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557. 384/LIV-A

558. 53/L11

559. 123/LVI

560. 136/LIV |
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Provenance Rajasthan

School Rajput

Date : Late 17th century
Total length 43.0 cm

Handle 16.0 cm

Blade 27.0 cm

Lance~Wooden shaft covered with small ivory chips forming geometrical
design all over. A socketed spike with eight-petalled flower is attached at
the lower end. Small quadrangular blade has an ornamented socket. The
upper and lower sockets are damascened in floral and creeper design in
gold.

Provenance Rajasthan

School Rajput

Date Late 18th century
Total length 232.5 cm

Handle 218.8 cm

Blade 13.7 cm

Barachha~The steel hilt is beautifully damascened in gold in floral and
creeper design at five places. Long leaf-shaped blade of fine Damascus
steel has a medial-rib on both sides. The damaged wooden sheath, co-
vered with faded green velvet, has a metallic chape.

Provenance Jaipur

School Rajput

Date Early 18th century
Total length 68.9 cm

Handle 62.8 cm

Blade 26.1 cm

Barachhi—Completely of steel with grip in the middle, shaft decorated
with curvilinear design all over. Long pointed triangular blade.

Provenance Rajasthan

School Rajput

Date Late 18th century
Total length 242.8 cm

Handle 171.3 cm

Blade 71.5 cm

Barachhd— Small leaf-shaped blade with a thickened poimt and mid-rib on
both sides. The entire handle of steel is engraved (except the grip) with
floral and creeper design in relief. The grip, in the centre, is plain and
has a semi-circular knuckle-guard of steel engraved in the style of the
handle. '

Provenance Rajasthan

School Rajput

Date Early 18th century
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Handle
Blade
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84.8 cm
69.8 cm
15.0 cm

561. 383/LIV-A

562. 53/LI1II

563. LIV/217

Barachhd—Cavalry lance completely of steel, long pointed quadrangular
blade; grip is in the middle. The entire weapon is divided into panels and
is engraved with various floral, creeper and geometrical designs.

Provenance Rajasthan

School Rajput

Date Late 18th century
Total length 207.4 cm

Handle 143.8 cm

Blade 63.6 cm

Sang—~Cavalry lance, leaf-shaped blade of Damascus steel with a me-
dial-rib and a thickened end. The blade is a part of the handle which is
of same metal and is damascened in gold at intervals. Wooden sheath is
covered with faded green velvet and has a steel cap which shows traces of
gold damascening.

Provenance Rajasthan
School Rajput

Date 17th century
Total length 88.9 cm
Handle 62.8 cm
Blade 26.1 cm

Sang—Long blade, single-edged and curved inside. The handle consists of
two long pieces of ivory riveted to the steel plate and engraved all over
with floral and creeper design. Some traces of gold damascening are
found. It was mainly a sacrificial weapon. The wooden sheath, covered
with red faded velvet, has an opening on one side to facilitate inserting of
the blade.

Provenance Rajasthan

School Rajput

Date Late 18th century
Total length 56.7 cm

Handle 31.4cm

Blade 25.3 cm.



CHAPTER V

OTHER WEAPONS
INTRODUCTION

Innumerable varieties of arms and armour were produced and used in India since time
immemorial. It is well nigh impossible to describe all of them. Many are mythical weapons,
divine in nature, said to have been wielded only by the gods and goddesses, which cannot
easily be corroborated with actual specimens. These are the divydstras, Brahméstras, Vayavyas-
tras, producing rain, creating thunders and doing many incredible deeds. These are super-
natural and have been completely omitted. Then there are the weapons used in the rituals
and the ceremonies which include Ram ddos and khadgas. The ones used in dance, in games,
in tournaments, in mock fights, in dramas, etc., are a class within themselves. These include
the Nigi dancing shield, the jingling swords from Kerala, the blunt spears used in nézdbazi,
the pointless swords employed in shamshirbazi and so on and so forth. -

The weapons that adorned the king, the princesses and the important nobles were
forged out of best quality of Damascus steel with their hilts made of ivory, jade, agate, gold,
silvér and many other precious or semi-precious materials. These were damascened, en-
graved, chiselled, inscribed or at times jewelled. Such weapons are the works of fine art, the
items of jewellery, the parts of living history and the embodiments of beauty in bravery.
Some of these weapons are:

1. Elephant-goad

Strictly speaking it was not a weapon of war but has very closely been associated with
elephant corps as a useful aid to goad the elephant. It was called asthusha (literally “to con-
trol”). It consists of a short shaft with a leaf-shaped pointed blade on one side and a curved
prong on the other, both of metal. In the Mahabharata the driver (mahdut) has been termed
hastisadinah.'. Megasthenese records that during his time (Srd century B. C.) three fighting
men rode on an elephant. “There is also a fourth man, who carries in his hand the goad
wherewith he guides the ammal much in the same way as the pilot and captain of a ship di-
rects its course with the helm®.

In the sculptures of Bharhut and Sanchi® we find different types of goads, the shorter
portion of which are abruptly curved. There are beautiful representations of the elephant
goads in the frescoes of Ajitﬂtﬁ‘ The Ménasollasa® also refers to the driver carrying elephant
goad. The Agni Purana® suggests that every war-elephant should carry two hook- bcarers to-
gether with two archers and two swordsmen. There the driver is called ankushadhara’ be-
cause he always carried an ankusha or hook. Magha describes that the ankusha had peacock
feathers attached to it. According to Shukricharya® the hook had one point for driving and
another for drawing back.

Kautilya'® descrlbes ankusha and toltra as instruments to direct the elephant. These are
mentioned by Bana'' and Hieun Tsiang'? also.
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These have been depicted on the coins as well. On the reverse of the coin of Gomitra 11
(c.200 B.C.) of Mathura, three elephant-goads have been portrayed'®. Similar illustrations
have been found on the coins of Brahmamitra, Sdryamitra, Vishpumitra, Purughadatta,
Balabhaiti and Ramadatta of the same dynasty'*. It has also been found on the
elephant-rider type coin of Kumargupta 1. The king himself is driving the elephant with the
goad in his right hand"®. The goad resembles the modern one.

The elephant-goad has not undergone any significant change during these hundreds of
years. In the later varieties it has been profusely decorated. Ivory was also used for its shaft.

Il. Zafar Takiyd

It was a pillow sword, kept under the pillow of the warrior, ready for use in case of
emergency. The hilt has a crutch-shaped pommel while the quillons generally terminate in
beak-like ends. It was carried by Indian princes when seated on a masnad (cushion) giving
audience. Some of these weapons are works of art; the hilt and sheath being of gold and
jade set with jewels'®.

III. Panjd

It consisted of a short weapon with five holes through which the fingers and the thumb
- could pass. It was held in the fist. The edges, resting on the outer side of the fingers, were
pointed. It was used in close combat'’.

IV. Fagir’s Crutch

Indian religious mendicants (fagirs) are not allowed by their regulations to carry
weapons. They evade this prohibition by having short crutches, to place under their arms,
when sitting'®. Some of them contain concealed stilettos’®.

V. Pushtakhdr

It was a palm-shaped accoutrement used by the soldiers for scratching their backs and
setting the inner garment right when fully armed with heavy tunic. It was almost like a hand
and was of the same length. It has sometimes been called panjé@ owing to its shape but tech-
nically panja (described above) was an altogether different weapon. This was one piece of
iron, damascened or plated with gold or silver®°.

VI. Mari

It was a typical Maratha parrying and thrusting weapon consisting of a pair of horns
fastened together with their points in opposite direction. The horns were usually of a buck
and were tipped with pointed steel caps at each end. In the centre was fitted a small circular
shield of leather or metal, 9 inches in diameter. Occasionally it was fitted with an additional
blade. It was sometimes used by the swordsman for guarding and then it was held in the left
hand.

VII. Bank

It is a typical Maratha dagger with sickle-shaped curved blade and a straight handle®'.
Its average length was five inches from the hilt to the point and nine inches around the
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curve®®, The hilt of steel or dark wood, continued like the curve of the blade, and together
formed an exact semi-circular outline. The name ddnk evidently comes from its curved
(bank)?® shape.

VIIL  Baghanakha®*

The weapon attained much importance in the Maratha armoury cver since Afzal Khan
was killed by Shivaji with it®®. In this weapon five steel curved plates (called ‘claws’ since
they resemble the ‘tiger claws’) were attached to a pointed plate of steel, linin& the palm of
the hand to which the weapon was fastened by rings at the wrist and fingers™. Sometimes
five curved scythe-like blades are attached to an iron sheet flanked b_}r two finger holes and a
curved double-edged blade projecting to the side of the finger-hole®’.

IX. Khukari

[t is the weapon of the Gurkhis of Nepal and Northern India and the national weapon
of Nepal®®. It has a very heavy, curved, single-edged blade, sharp on the concave side. The
hilt is usually straight and mostly without a guard. Occasionally it has a disc pommel. The
weight of the blade is well towards the point and a tremendous blow can be struck with it
with little muscular exertion. It is carried by the Gurkhis at all times and is used as a hunt-
ing knife as well as a weapon of war®®. Traditionally no warrior will return a khukari to its
sheath before it has drawn blood. The blade, generally measuring 13 to 15 inches, is plain
and devoid of watered steel®”. The khukari is carried in a belted-sheath of leather with two
small knives and a leather pouch. The small knives are used as sharpeners and in the pouch
are kept flint and steel for making fire while in the forest. The quality and the richness of
the sheath and its trappings, often very fine, indicate the wealth of the owner®'. The hilts
are made of metal, wood, horn and ivory and are mostly ornate having around them bands
of carved foliate ornament, sometimes in very deep relief and undercut. The root of the
edge of a khukari-blade contains a semi-circular nick, about three-quarters of an inch deep,
generally with a tooth at the bottom which the Gurkhis say represent the female generative
organ, intended presumably to render the blade effective.

X. Walking Sticks

These sticks were profusely decorated all over and concealed one or more weapons. In
the National Museum, New Dethi, is preserved a walking stick consisting of four weapons
viz., a pistol, a knife, a long pointed blade, and a powder-cap®. The stick of Bahidur Shih
11 dated 1257 A.H. (1841 A.D.) is engraved with the Persian inscription which reads, “He
who has the stick has the buffalo” meaning “might is right”. Aurangzéb used to carry a stick
made of jasper ** -

XI. Budgs

It was a cleaver used by cooks and butchers and could have been used as a weapon in
emergency. Shih Jahin once bestowed on Abdulli a dudgd of enamelled gold, a robe of
honour and five thousand rupees.

Xil. Tala
It was a variant of club consisting of a curved iron rod at the upper end and fitted with
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a leaf-shaped head. It was intended for striking on the head. Usually it bore decoration
comprising floral designs. Ga{aka (stick of metal with a globular head) and sofd (wooden stick
fitted with brass nails all over) were different kinds of sticks used as clubs.

XIIl. Chakra -

Chakra (quoit) was the universal weapon of the Sikhs, most favoured by the Nihangs
and Akilis who carried it as a part of their dress and accoutrement. It consisted of large
thin circe of steel, six to eight inches in diameter, the outer edge being very sharp. It was
thrown by rotaung by means of a finger and could be effective at a great distance, about
sixty yards®. Two varieties are generally noticed; chakkar (or chakra) sada which was plain
having sharp and smooth edges and chakkar katdvddr comprising serrated edge. The whirl-
ing of this weapon required a great skill and accuracy. The Sikh warriors had mastered its
techniques and very successfully used it in some of their battles.

CONCLUSION

There are regional variations in the style of production and more than that in the
technique of ornamentation which help us in determining the place and date of origin of a
weapon. Technological changes have been very slow in India and some of the weapons have
come down to us exactly in the same form as they were used centuries ago. Thus the funda-
mental shape of an elephant-goad, a mari, a pushiakhdr, still remains the same. Many of the
‘weapons bear dents and the shields reveal cuts which are the evidences to prove that these
had undergone the fury of the war and tested it themselves before they were preserved in
the arsenals and museums for posterity.
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ELEPHANT-GOAD

Elephant-goad—The straight blade and the curved blade have perforated
design. The handle of steel is covered with pieces of ivory showing
curvilinear design.

Provenance Karnataka
Date 18th century
Total length 61.5 cm
Handle 45.2 cm
Straight blade 16.3 cm

Elephant-goad—The straight spike has a thickened point, the curved blade
is similarly thickened. The entire handle is made of ivory and at places is
decorated with red and black dot designs.

Provenance North India

Date Late 18th century
Total length 39.7 cm

Handle 25.3 am

Straight blade 14.4 cm

Elephant-goad (Ankusha)—one spike is leaf-shaped and the other is curved,;
handle is perforated and is divided into sections, each having a bell which
makes jingling sound; the lower part is globular. The whole goad i1s made
of metal and is damascened in floral design in gold.

Provenance North India
Date 18th century
Total length 56.8 cm
Handle 36.3 cm
Straight blade 20.5 cm

Elephant-goad —It consists of a long handle with a pointed end and a
curved spike, terminating into the head of a lion. One side of the spike is
inscribed with Assam shuda ghulam-e-Ali Fowyddr Khan (Faujdar Khan
became the whole-hearted slave of Ali). The whole ankusha is
damascened in silver and gold in floral, creeper and geometrical design.

Provenance North India

Date Early 18th century
Total length 58.2 cm

Handle 39.7 cm

Straight blade 18.5 cm

ZAFAR-TAKIYA

Zafar-takiya—In the shape of a gupti consisting of three pieces. The
lowermost piece is a small knife of damascened steel and the uppermost
is a longer knife. The middle hollow steel handle conceals both these
knives. The handle is twisted like a twig and terminates into a bud.
Provenance Deccan
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Date Early 19th century
Total length 60.5 cm
Blade 23.1 cm
Handle 49.0 cm

569. 302/LLIV-A Zafar-takiyi—Plain steel handle with a steel knob. The handle is recurved,
serving the purpose of the arm-rest. The sides of the handle are
engraved with floral design.

Provenance Deccan
Date 18th century
Total length 60.8 cm
Blade 30.1 cm
Handle 41.0 cm

570. 303/LIV-A Zafar-takiyé—Crutch-shaped hilt surmounted with two parrots and is fitted
with a double-edged straight gupti. Screwed with the handle. Hollow
handle of steel is engraved all over in relief with floral, creeper and
geometrical design.

Provenance South India
Date 18th century
Total length 65.2 cm
Blade 43.4 cm
Handle 11.0 cm

571. 306/L1V-A Zafar-takiyi—One piece of steel; an inscription in Urdu reads Muhammad
Ahmad urf Shahji Baba Majoob Salik. The whole weapon is so curiously
shaped that it forms the name of Ali.

Provenance Hyderabad
Date Late 19th century
Total length 68.6 cm (in one piece)

572. 363/XLIX Zafar-takiya—Blade shaped like sosun-patta; single-edged with a long false
edge. Small grooves are seen on both sides of the blade. On the back
edge is a long inscription damascened in gold which reads: Zafar-takiya ke
ba fathe hai balast kabje Aurangzébast “This zafar-takiya is the sign of victory
and terror and an object of adornment in the hand of Aurangzéb.” Usual
talwdr hilt with its knuckle-guard has a curved hilt like that of a fagir’s
crutch. Sheath modern.

Provenance Deccan
Date ¢ 1700 A.D. (Aurangzéb’s period)
Total length 50.8 cm .
Blade 16.1 cm
FAQIR’S CRUTCH

578. 203/L1Vs  Fagir's Crutch—Fagir’s crutch with a gupti inside; the blade is double-edged
and pointed. The cylindrical handle of steel is engraved all over with
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floral, geometrical and creeper design. The sides of the arm-rest are
shaped like parrots.

Provenance Deccan
Date Early 18th century
Total length 54.8 cm
Blade 44.3 cm
Handle 10.5 cm

574. 300/LIV-A Fagqir’s Crutch—Fagir's crutch consisting of a long rod; the upper side is
curved like a crescent. It was kept under the arm.

Provenance Hyderabad

Date 18th century

Total length 57.9 cm (one piece)
Blade 44.0 cm

Handle 10.0 cm

575. 366/LIV-A Fagqir's Crutch— Faqir's crutch-long, narrow, double-edged blade of
flexible steel. It has a small groove on both sides which bears some
invisible inscription in English. The hilt, completely of ivory, is like a
crescent terminating on one side into a parrot. The other side is missing.
The hilt served as an arm-rest. The circular wooden sheath is covered
with red velvet.

Provenance Deccan, (blade European)
Date Early 19th century
Total length 115.0 cm
Blade 100.0 cm
Handle 17.5 em
PUSHTAKHAR

576. 18/LIIl  Pushtakhar—Instrument used as back-scratcher. Octagonal handle of steel
is damascened all over with gold. It is shaped like sun-flower with two
long leaves supporting it. The flower and the leaves are gold-plated.

Provenance Deccan
Date 18th century
Total length 63.4 cm
Handle 55.0 cm

577. 298/LIV-A Pushtakhdr—Back-scratcher, handle of wood fitted with a sieel cap. The
upper part, shaped in the form of semi-closed palm, is of solid ivory.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date 18th century
Total length 50.0 cm
Handle 40.0 cm

578. 308/L1V-A Pushtakhar—Back-scratcher moulded into one piece of steel in the form of
human hand. The lower part has a bud-shaped knob and the upper side
looks like an open palm.
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Provenance Deccan

Date 18th century

Total length 55.4 cm

Handle 44.0 cm
MARU

579. 74/L.IV-A  Mari—Central. steel grip fitted with two pieces of ivory and its borders
damascened in gold in floral design. Two double-edged recurved jambia
type blade fitted, one on each side.

Provenance. Deccan
Date 18th century
Total length 52.1 cm

580. 98/LIV-A Mara—Small central steel grip fitted with two recurved serrated steel
blades, one on each side. The blades are bifurcated at the end.

Provenance Deccan
Date 18th century
Total length 62.0 cm

581. 263/LIV-A yMari—A  small, semi-circular, convex steel shield serves as a
knuckle-guard which is damascened all over in gold bearing inscriptions
in Naskh script in Arabic recording the five names of Allah. It is
surmounted with a triangular-shaped double-edged spike. It is supported
on a rod serving as the grip; two recurved blades, one on each side, are
projecting out of it.

Provenance Deccan
Date 17th century
Total length 48.8 cm
Circumference of shield 26.0 cm

582. 264/LVI-A Mari—Same as No.263/L1V-A. However, the five names of Allih
inscribed here are different.

Provenance Deccan
Date 17th century
Total length 48.2 cmn
Circumference of shield 26.0 cm

583. 311/LIV-A Mari—Two straight steel rods joined with two long screw overlapping one
another. One of the rods has a globular steel ball fitted to it, the other
similar ball is missing. A crescent-shaped steel hnlt, engraved with floral
design, is fitted on the top.

Provenance Deccan
Date . 18th century
Total length 56.5 cm

584. 312/LIV-A Mari—Two horns of a black buck are fitted together, each in the reverse
direction. Each horn has a pointed copper cap on the front and a brass
cap on the back. Badly damaged.
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Provenance Maharashtra
Date Early 17th century
Total length 29.0 cm

BANK

585. 140/LIV-A Bank—Curved blade like that of a sickle with edge on concave side; steel
hilt is fitted with two pieces of horn and has four tiny spikes like the
claws of a tiger. The wooden sheath is covered with black leather and has
a slit to facilitate insertion of the weapon.

Provenance Deccan

Date 17th century
Total length 31.0cm
Handle 13.3 cm
Blade 17.7 cm

586. 141/1.IV-A Bédnk—Same as No.140/L1V-A, except the hilt which is fitted with walrus

ivory.

Provenance Deccan

Date 17th century
Total length 30.1 cm
Handle 11.0 cm
Blade 19.1 cm

BAGHANAKH

587. 379/LIV  Baghanakh—It is fitted with a recurved steel blade and has two rings and
four curved steel claws.

Provenance Maharashtra
Date Late 17th century
Total length 24.4 cm
Width 3.0ecm’
KHUKARI
588. 63/LV Khukari-Plain blade. Hilt of octagonal ivory is capped with brass at the

lower end and has a small buckle at the top. Damaged wooden sheath is
covered with faded red velvet and has a shit.

Provenance Uttar Pradesh
School Gurkha
Date Early 19th century
Total length 46.9 cm
Blade 34.1 cm
Hilt 12.8 cm
589. 64/LV Khukari-Blade with one ridge on the upper side. Hilt of horn. Sheath
modern.

Provenance Uttar Pradesh
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590. 65/LV
591. 66/LV
592. 69/LV
593. 70/LV
594. 7VLV
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School Gurkha

Date Early 19th century
Total length 39.0 cm

Blade 28.6 cm

Hilt 10.4 cm
Khukari-Same as No.66/LV.

Provenance Nepal

School Gurkha

Date Late 19th century
Total length’ 43.3 cm

Blade 31.6 cm

Hilt 11.7 cm

Khukari-Flamboyant blade with one groove. Wooden hilt has a steel cap.
A nick and a tooth are seen on the blade.

Provenance Nepal

School Gurkha

Date Late 19th century
Total length 43.5 cm

Blade 31.8 ¢

Hil 11.7 cm

Khukari—Slightly recurved blade with one ridge on the upper side, handle
of bone. Damaged wooden sheath is covered with brown leather.

Provenance Uttar Pradesh
School Gurkha

Date 19th century
Total length 44.5cm
Blade 32.5 cm

Hile 12.0 cm

Khukari-Fited with a Delhishahi hilt having saucer pommel, ridged oval
grip, small guard with two short quillons and knuckle-guard. Sheath
modern.

Provenance North India
School Gurkha

Date Early 19th century
Total length 56.0 cm

Blade 38.3 cm

Hile 17.7 cm

Khukari—The upper side of the blade is engraved with floral and creeper
design. The steel hilt is fitted with horn.

Provenance Nepal

School Gurkha

Date Late 19th century
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595. 75/LV

596. 76/LV

597. 304/LIV-A

598. 316/LIV-A

599. 361/LIV-A

600. 233/LVI

Total length 42.7 cm
Blade 32.0 cm
Hilt 10.7 cm

Khukari-—Plain blade, back edge slightly raised in the middle. Wooden hilt
has a steel cap. Sheath modern.

Provenance Uttar Pradesh
School Gurkha

Date Early 19th century
Total length 43.1 cm

Blade 31.6 cm

Hilt 11.5 ¢cm

Khukari—Probably used as a bayonet, single-edged on the concave side
with a false edge. Hilt of solid horn.

Provenance European weapon produced in Deccan
School British
Date 19th century
Total length 41.7 cm
Blade 28.5 ¢cm
Hilt 13.2 cm
MISCELLANEOUS

Steel Rod-Steel rod fitted with two globular steel knobs at the end. A
triangular solid knob is attached to the rod with the help of a chain.

Provenance Deccan
Date Late 19th century
length 45:5 cm

Rod—A curved rod with a thickened end. The hilt is of kkdnda type. The
entire weapon is damascened in floral design in gold.

Provenance Deccan
Date 18th century
length 67.8 cm

Lock—The lock for the armoury shaped like a scorpion. The two upper
hands and the side legs of the scorpion are loose. There is a locking
device inside.

Provenance Deccan
Date Late 19th century
length [3.0 cm

European Dagger-Single-edged on one side and double-edged at the

lower end. The upper part of the plain blade is damascened in gold and

it bears a date 1144 A H. The ivory hilt portrays the figure of a

European knight in high relief. Sheath modern.

Provenance European dagger manufactured for a
Deccan king
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Date 1144 A H.
length 43.3 cm

601. 70.21 Panja-It has four rings for four fingers and an additional hole for the
thumb and is fitted with a recurved blade having mid-rib.

Provenance Maharashtra
Date Late 17th century
length 23.0 cm

Width 6.0 cm



CHAPTER VI
SHIELD

ORIGIN

From the archaeological and literary evidences of the bygone days it becomes absolutely
clear that the shield in India yielded excellent results in its heyday and during many
centuries it was eagerly sought after by the warrlors of all classes: foot-soldiers, cavaliers,
charioteers, elephant-riders and even musketeers'. The knights wore the discomfort of
wearing a shield even during the excessive heat of the Indian summer. Right from the first
recorded ‘Baltle of the Ten Kings” (Ddsrajna Yudha) fought during the Rigvedic period
(c.1600 B.C.)? dll the first ‘War of Independence’ (1857 A.D.) shields have appeared in
large numbers in every battle fought. These were used by the ladies and children too. No
well made shield, properly worn, ever failed to protect its wearer not merely from the
thrusts of arrows, swords, daggers, lances and spears but also from the blows of maces, gurjs
and also from the fire-arms of the day. There are a number of shields displayed in the
museums of India which have sustained injuries to which the dents or holes bear testimony.

USES

Shield has been put to various uses. The Nagas of the Nagaland use a special variety of
shicld during their dance performance. This shield of buffalo hide or of bambou work,
covered with tiger or other skin, is large enough to cover the whole person. * Among the
aboriginal tribes, speaally the Angami Nagas, the mode of taking oath in si Fular While
making any promise, they place a spear between their teeth and hold a shield” in both the
hands, signifying by this ceremony that if they do not act up to their agreement (denoted by
the shield) they are prepared to fall by either of the two weapons. When a respectable man
among the Nagas dies, his body is buried and over the grave are placed dead man’s spear
and shield.

For a long time and till recently the shields were used as a scale for weighing grains in
the villages. Two hide shields, deeply convex, of almost equal size, were tied to a wooden or
metallic bar with three strings on each. The concave side faced upwards. Thus the two
shields served as the two plates of a balancing scale.

In 1533 A.D. Humayan, the second Mughal emperor, captured the fort of Manda in
Malwa (Central India) and discovered a great hidden treasure there. He divided a part of
the treasure among his soldiers by fillin~ the shield of each person with silver, gold or jewel
in proportion to his rank and service.

On the 18th November, 1677 A.D., Aurangzéb, the last great Mughal ruler, ordered to
abandon the practice of bringing presents for the emperor in the court on the silver trays,
instead shields were ordered to be used for that purpose. ® Till recently the shield has been
employed by the Rajpat as ‘dowry tray’ in Rajasthan. The jewels and other valuable items
were presented in a shield by the father of the bride to the bridegroom, as a part of the
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dowry. Such shields were beautifully decorated on both the sides, in and out.

A special kind of shield called tilwd, made of cane, was used by the gladiators of Akbar’s
(reigned 1556-1605 A.D.) court for tournament. Shield was a regal symbol. The personal
shield of the Mughal emperors, while in the court or in the harem, was carried by the lady
attendant®. When Shih Jahan (reigned 1627-1656 A.D.) sat in the Diwdn-i-Am of the Red
Fort, Delhi, his weapons were hung on the four pillars of throne, to one his shield, to
another his sword, to the third his quiver and to the fourth his arrows.

During the Dussehra festival the Rajpits; on certain auspicious days (Guruparvas) the
Sikhs and at the time of Muharram the Shia Muslims demonstrate the wielding of sword
and shield. In the martial dance performed in Kerala today shield is used along with sword.
Thus shield was not merely a piece of armour but was put to many uses.

HISTORY

When did the first shield reach the hands of the Indian warrior we know not but it
certainly finds representation in some of the prehistoric paintings drawn on the walls of the
caves in the Kaimar Range, Central India. The earliest datable paintings in the Jogimara
caves {circa 10000 B.C.) show round and convex shields. No shield has been unearthed from
the Indus Valley sites (circa 2300 B.C.) although certain pictographs in the Harappan seals
may represent men holding shields.” The Vedic terms (2nd millennium B.C) for the shield
are varatha” (made of wood) and charma® (made of leather or hide), Rama-Riavana war as
mentioned in the epic Ramdyana (ctrea 1500 B.C.) and the Pandava — Kuru war as illustrated
in the Mahdabharata (circa 1000 B.C.) witnessed innumerable varieties of shields amidst other
offensive weapons and defensive armour. The shield-bearers were then called charminah
and the ones who made it were designated charmakdra.

All the Greek warriors who accompanied Alexander, the Great, to India in 326 B.C.
carried shields which were tied on their backs. About the Indian foot- soldiers Arrian says,
“In the left hand they carry bucklers made of undressed ox-hide, which are not so broad as
those who carry them, but are as long. The horsemen are equipped with two lances and
with a shorter buckler”'” This is the earliest reference of a shield used by the cavaliers in
India, prior to which its use was confined to the foot-soldiers and charioteers only.

Muhammad Ghori invaded India in 1191 A.D. and introduced karwa'' shields. It was
made of raw bullock hide, stuffed on both sides with wool or cotton. This defence covering
protected the infantry like a wall and no weapon could pierce it. Babur, the founder of
Mughal rule, had, similarly, placed seven hundred gun carriages (arébd) in the battle-field of
Panipat in 1526 A.D., which were joined together by the ropes of raw hide and between
every two carts five tire'? (mantlets) shields were fixed, behind which the matchlockmen
stood and fired.

Abul Fazl in his Ain-i-Akbari mentions sipar, dhal, khéra and pahari and gives their prices
as five rupees, four muhars, four muhars and one muhar respectively.'® The personal shield
of Akbar, inscribed with his name and damascened with zodiac signs (each zodiac is
inscribed in a small oval-shaped panel which makes it easier to identify it) is exhibited in the
Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay.

On the 12th Sept. 1665 A.D., Tavernier, a European traveller, visited Aurangzéb and
presented him a shield with jewelled fittings. Manucci gives the names of the four favourite
shields of Aurangzéb which were named Afigb-i-Alam (Sun of the world), Mahtab-i-Alam



SHIELD 197

(Moon of the world), Saya-i-Alam (Shadow of the world) and Roshani-i-Alam (Light of the
world).'* All these were made of rhinoceros hide and could resist a musket ball.

ART REPRESENTATIONS

The earliest historical art representations of shield are. found in the sculptures of
Bharhut'® (2nd century B.C.) and Sanchi'® (Ist century B.C.) where they are shown as
rectangular with a rounded top, like those found in ancient Egypt. The Gandhara
sculptures of 1st-2nd centuries A.D. show round shields and suggest a convex surface. Some
of the Hindu gods and goodeses are generally depicted carrying shields. Thus Shiva in his
Mrgadhar torm holds a ‘shield of antelope skin’ and the shield which goddess Durga wields
is of metal and was presented to her by Kila, the God of Death. Numerous representations
of circular, rectangular and oval shields are found in the Chandélla sculptures of Khajuraho
(12th century A.D.)."7

The convex shield on the walls of the Ajanta'® caves (5th century A.D.) was probably of
leather. Its outer surfaces is shaped like the face of a man whose moustaches and eyes are
painted. Another unusual shield noticed here is a curved oblong one whose upper part is
roundish while the lower part is very broad.

WEARING AND MAKING OF A SHIELD

The shield was generally held in the left hand and was made of the material which was
quite- strong and at the same time not very heavy. Many materials were employed in its
making e.g., wood, bamboo, cane or reed; metal — gold, silver, copper, brass or steel; hide,
leather or skin. The undressed ox-hide was commonly used. The hide of buffalo, cow, blue
bull, deer, stag, sambhur, etc., were also employed. Those made of tiger or lion skin were
very rare, and the ones of elephant skin were not durable. The rhinoceros (gaindd) hide was
the most coveted materal for shield. Such shields were light, handy, durable and extremely
fine. In middle ages the rhinoceros flooded India, specially Assam, and they were
mercilessly hunted that is how we have hundreds of gainda shields in museums. In the
coastal regions shields were made of tortoise, turtle and crocodile skin. Cloth, lacquer, ivory
and bone were used in their embellishments.

The metallic shields, as a rule, were shorter than those of the hide, while those made of
bamboo, cane or wood were long enough to cover the entire body of the warnior. The
convex surface was of special significance since the arrow, lance or even bullet slipped as
soon as they hit it. The two loops and a long strap, fixed inside, gave a good support so that
the shield did not fall down at the heat of the battle. When playing only defence, the shield
could be held in the right or in both the hands. War-shields, like any other arms and
armour, was not to be put to any domestic use at the time of peace. It was then covered ina
cloth bag and kept safe.

Lining of shield was of velvet or cotton which was sometimes embroidered. On the
outer surface were fitted four bosses, beautifully ornamented, which also acted as the
washers for the riveting of the hand-loop rings on the inside. The average Indian dhal was
from two to four feet in diameter. When not in use it was hung on the back with the help of
the arm strap or a sling.’”
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DECORATION

The outer surface, being comparatively flat, provided a good ground for the artists to
show their skill. The metallic shields were chiselled, engraved and embossed; they were
enamelled, gilded and damascened; they were inscribed and studded with precious and
semi-precious stones. The ones made of leather or hide were first lacquered and then
painted in the style of the miniature paintings. Hunting and war scenes, figures of god and
goddesses, verses from the holy scriptures, etc., are available on these shields which reveal
the devotion of the dhabdar (shield maker) who produced them and the valour of the
warriors who wielded them.

TYPES

The earliest shields were long enough to cover the body of the warrior but it must have
been a most inconvenient adjunct to his accoutrement. As the development of defensive
armour proceeded, the shield became smaller. The surface of the shield was bowed so that
it embraced the body of the wearer.2” Its outer broad flat surface has, from the earliest
times, been used by the painter to display his art?'. Some known types are:

1.  Buckler

It is a round shield, generally very small. It had one or two handles, close together, in
the centre and was held in the hand?2.

2. Dhal

Indian dhal*® is nearly round, convex, having edges rolled and is held by two handies
fastened to ring bolts which are riveted to the bosses on the outside.

3. Jundh

it was made of plane, laminated wood and covered with leather®. It had a big central
boss, unlike others which had four smaller bosses*®.
4. Kalkan

It was circular and was formed from a tightly wound spiral of cane wound with silk
threads®”.

., Mari

It is a typical Maratha parrying and thrusting weapon consisting of a pair of horns
fastened toghether with their points in opposite direction. In the centre is fitted a small
circular shield of leather or metal®’.

6. Pahri

It was a small shield of cane or bamboo. This was light, reasonably strong and bound
with cotton or silk threads to make beautiful patterns®,

7. Sipar

It was of steel or hide, generally from 17 to 24 inches in diameter. If of steel, it was
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highly ornamented with patterns in gold damascening; if of hide, it had on its silver or gold
pposses, crescents or stars®”,

8. Tira

It was made of laminated wood, reinforced with cotton threads. It was long enough to
cover a man completely. lts lower end rested on the ground and the upper was supported
by a prop or an attendant>

CONCLUSION :

The aboriginal tribes of Eastern India use shields of bamboo with interlaced cane strips.
These are rectangular in shape, concave inside, and convex on the outside. A horizontal
handle of cane is attached on the inner side. The Niagas of Niagaland use shields covered
with mithun hide. These are three and a half feet long and thus cover the wearer from the
neck to the knee. A number of inscribed, embellished and ornamented shields are displayed
in the museums. Some are so delicately painted that they seem to be the miniature paintings
on hide while a few so profusely studded that they are more specimens of jewellery than of
an armour.
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SHIELD

Shield—Shield of rhinoceros hide; four steel kriobs damascened in gold
have four steel inside rings, two straps and a square padding. Shape
hemispherical with upturned rim. Entire shield is lacquered in black and
decorated with floral and creeper design and inscriptions in relief. The
inscriptions are in four medallions in Naskh script in Arabic language
and read Alf an hubbahu junnah (The name of Al is like a junndh shield.
He is the divider of Heaven and Hell. He is the successor of Prophet. He
is the Imam of all human and celestial beings).

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Early 17th century
Diameter 47.7 cm

Shield-Shield of Damascus steel, hemispherical in shape with its rim
upturned. The borders strenghiened with additional metal carrying
inscription all over in open steel cut work. The four steel knobs and a
central medallion carry the inscription in similar style. The inscription is
in Arabic. The inside padding of velvet is stuffed all over with gilt nails.
The padded square has two straps attached to four steel nngs and an
additional strap with two steel rings for slinging the shield on the back.
Provenance Dethi

School Mughal
Date Mid. 17th century (Shah Jahan period)
Circumference 40.8 cm

Shield~Small shield of Damascus steel. The borders of another steel,
welded to it, are engraved with floral and creeper design in high relief in
gold. The four steel knobs, damascened in gold, are supported by four
steel loops from inside which carry two straps of zari. 'The stuffed square
padding and the inside lining are embroidered with zari.

Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date Mid. 17th century (8hah Jahan period)
Diameter 31.3 cm

Shield—Shield of rhinoceros hide, four steel knobs attached to steel rings;
padding missing. Shape hemispherical and edges upturned. Outer
surface is engraved in relief in Naskh script, Tughra style in Arabic
language with Ayatul Qursi, Nad-i-Ali, verses from the holy Quran, etc.

Provenance Delhi

School Sultanate period
~ Date 15th century

Diameter 44.4 cm

Dhal-Convex shield of metal. The borders are engraved in Kiific script
in A1abic language. The entire outer surface is engraved with floral and
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creeper design, hunting and battle-scenes, etc. The central medallion is
engraved with a king flanked by two courtiers. No inside padding, four
knobs.

Provenance Delhi

School Sultanate period
Date 15th century
Diameter 59.5 cm

Shield—Shield of Damascus steel profusely damascened all over in gold in
zarbuland style. Four steel knobs are supported by four inside steel rings.
The padding consists of stuffed velvet; straps for carrying the shield are
attached inside.

Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date Mid. 17th century (Shah Jahan period)
Diameter 50.3 cm

Shield—-Shield of Damascus steel, the outer surface is damascened in gold
all over except in the centre. Four knobs are also of Damascus steel which
are supported by four steel rings inside; two straps and inside lining are
of damaged green velvet.

Provenance Dethi

School Mughal

Date Mid. 17th century
Diameter 39.0 cm

Shield—A miniature shield of rhinoceros hide meant for providing
military training to young princes. A small square-shaped cushion of
yellow velvet, stuffed with cotton, is fixed inside.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date Late 18th-early 19th century
Diameter 15.9 cm

Shield— Shield of steel, borders damascened in gold. Four steel knobs are
attached to it. On the other surface is a design of a serpent twisted all
over. Badly damaged lining.

Provenance Tamilnadu
School South Indian
Date 18th century
Diameter 37.9 cm

Shield-Shield. of Damascus steel, conical, surmounted with a triangular
spike on a knob. The borders, engraved with floral design of some other
metal, are welded in the edge. Two small crescents and four small stones
are studded on the outer surface. Four circular knobs are supported by
four steel rings. Inside lining, padded cushion and two straps are of
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613. 214/LIV-A

614. 217/LV1

615. 291/LV1
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damaged velvet.
Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date Early 18th century
Diameter 43.7 cm

Shield—Small shield for the young princes made of Damascus steel. The
borders of some other steel, welded to it, are damascened in gold all
over. Four small knobs are supported by four steel rings on the inner
side; lining is of zari.

Provenance Hyaderabad
School Deccani
Date 18th century
Diameter 19.1 em

Shield—Small shield, convex, additional gold-plated sheet of copper with
beaded border and upturned rim in perforated design is welded to the
sheath. The outer surface bears five inscriptions in medallion, all
recording Nad-i-Ali in Arabic in Naskh style. Four steel knobs, with their
perforated borders, are supported by three steel rings (one broken). The
inside padding is of damaged velvet.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccant

Date Late 18th century
Diameter 33.8 cm

Shield—Shield of Damascus steel, hemispherical in shape, edges slightly
upturned and beaded. The borders of a separate metal, showing cut steel
work, are profusely ornamented with inscription. The four steel knobs
and the central medallion are also inscribed in perforated work. The
inside padding is of embroidered velvet. The four outer knobs are
affixed with four steel rings which have a square stuffed padded cushion
of velvet and two straps for holding it in the left hand . Two long straps
are attached with two additional rings for slinging the shield on the back.
On the outer surface a crescent and the swan on one side and two stars
on the lower side are studded.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date Early 18th century
Diameter 41.0 cm

Shield—Shield of Damascus steel with four steel knobs damascened in gold
supported by four stecl rings from inside. The lining consists of a square
cushion, two straps and the inside padding are all of maroon velvet. An
additional steel plate is welded on the border which is profusely
darnascened all over in gold in floral design.
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Provenance Delhi

School Mughal

Date Mid. 17th century
Diameter 31.5 ecm

Shield—Smail hemispherical shield of rhinoceros hide with its edges
turned upward; the outer surface is embossed with floral and creeper
design all over then lacquered and painted. Four steel knobs,
damascened in gold, are supported by four steel rings from inside. The
leather straps and a padded cushion inside.

Provenance Delhi
School Mughal
Date . ¢ 1700 A.D.
Diameter 338 cm

Shield—Shield of rhinoceros hide, lacquered and painted; the borders and
the central medallion depict colourful flowers. Four steel knobs are
supported by four steel rings from inside.The padding is of stuffed
leather. The inner side is painted with borders all around and small bt
design. The inner side bears an inscription in Devanigari o& nre wed
FoA W AR g 1889

The shield was specially used for carrying the dowry for the bride.

Provenance Udaipur
School Mewarti, Rajpot
Date 1889 V.S. = ¢ 1820 A.D.

Diameter 67.5 cm



CHAPTER VII
ARMOUR

ORIGIN

The evolution of armour was governed by wtwo factors. First, there was incessant
struggle between the forces of offence and defence in which new armour had to be devised
for every new weapon Secondly, there was the contest between the need for mobility and
the desire for safety?. No well-made armour could have failed to protect its wearer from the
thrust of arrows, swords, spears or the fire-arms of the day.

Soft armour, a protective coat of quilted fabric, is the most ancient and was used in
2500 B.C. In the days of the Rigvéda (2nd millennium B.C.), the equipment of the soldier
consisted of a coat of mail, helmet and arm guards®’. Another favourite material for
defensive purposes was leather or hide'. Chain mall5 had the greatest advantage of
flexibility but the weight of it was considerable and price beyond the reach of many. The
heat of India did not permit its wearing for long. Moreover, a violent thrust of a spear,
lance or other pointed weapon would break and drive the rings into the body®. Armourers,
therefore, introduced plate armour which,apart from being comparatively lighter and less
costlier, also offered a rigid and glancing surface to a blow.

The finest specimens in India were produced by the combination of two or more types
of armour. Thus we have plates attached to the mail of coats, trousers and arm guards-all
combined with lamellar and mail’. The armour, whether for men or for animals, were
constructed in such a manner that bodily movements, for walking, running or fighting,
were allowed without hindrance and without compromising with the protection of the limb.

HELMET®

PARTS

The most vital part of a helmet is ths skull whlch protects the head. It is generally
hemispherical and is made of one piece of metal’. A crest, mostly of heron feather,
surmounted the helmet'®. Sometimes instead of a crest, a triangular and pointed spike of
metal was used. Inside of the skull was padded. A nasal (or nose- guard) depended from the
front of the helmet and protected the nose of the wearer''. The camail was the guard of
mail for the sides, neck and the shoulders. It consisted of tiny rings interlinked and attached
to the rim of the helmet which bore holes. Metallic pieces were hung from the sides of the
helmet to protect the ears and cheeks and were called ‘cheek-pieces’.

TYPES

Some famous types of the helmets are:
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1. Baydah

It was eggz—shaped and large enough to be worn over a coif. It was held in place by
straps or laces “.

2.  Chichak

It was a tall, peaked helmet with a neck-guard. It had a nasal and large cheek-pieces'®.
These were made of metal or of raw hide covered with velvet and mounted with copper gilt.
It was introduced by the Turks in India in the 13th century A.D.

3. Cof

It was mail hood and covered the top, sides and back of the head and neck. It was worn
by thclg)rdinary soldiers as the sole defence of the head, and by the knights under the
helmet °.

4. Khud

It was of metal moulded into one piece'®. It was the typical Indo-Persian bowl-shaped
helmet with a movable nasal, two plume-holders and a mail neck-guard"’.

5. Turban-shaped

The Sikhs are enjoined by religious law to have their long hair which compel them to
wear a pagari (turban) hence they used a turban-shaped helmet. It had no padding since it
was worn over the turban itself'’.

The use of helmet is very common among the aboriginal tribes living in India today. All
the tribal chiefs use the war-helmets as a sign of prestige. The commonest Indian helmet is
hemispherical in form, surmounted with an elongated pyramidal spike. In front is attached
a sliding nose-guard, on its either side is one plume-holder with the plumes of heron. The
surface of the helmet is engraved with floral design and the border is damascened in gold.
The inside is padded.

ARMOUR FOR BREAST AND BACK

The basic types of Indian armour can be classified into the following seven heads: (i)
fabric armour'®, (i) armour of leather, hide or skin, (iii) scale armour, (iv) lamellar ar-
mour'®, (v) mail armour?®, (vi) plate armour?!, and {vii) combined plate-and-mail22 and
mail-and-lamellar, etc. Among the noted specimens of Indian body armour are:

1. Angarakhi

[t was a surcoat, a long coat worn over armour. It was like a long wadded coat, opening
in the front, and reached below the knee?®

2. Breastplate

It was either one single plate or a set of plates covering the front of the body from the
neck up to the waist or little below the waist?*. When the plate for the back is added it is cal-
led ‘breast and back’?®,
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3. Brigandine
It was made of the plates of iron or steel overlapping upwards and riveted to a canvas

garment usually covered with silk or velvet®®. It was generally a slceveless vest and shoulder
guards, trousers, sleeves, etc., of same quality, were added separately®’,

4. Chdr-dgind

Literally ‘four mirrors’ smce it consisted of four plates—a breastplate, a back plate and
two small pieces for the sides®®. All the four plates were connected together with leather
straps. The average size of the front and back plate was 15 inches and that of the sides was
10 inches®’. These plates were used on any kind of quilted garment or leather fabric.

5.  Coat of Thousand Nails

The chiltd hazar mdsha (‘coat of thousand nails’) is a pecultar Rajpit armour. It was of
fabric and consisted of a hoodlike cap with long, rounded ear-and-check—ﬂaps a long full
coat with scalloped flaps over the shoulders and upper armour®. The high riding boots
were Iof the same type. The entire surface was decorated with nails in scale or diamond pat-
tern

6. Jiba

It was a2 wadded under-coat®? to which were attached the four plates of char-aina or
other breastplates.

7.  Waist-coat Armour

It was a cmrass made of three to five plates hinged together at the sides and opening
down the breast®®. Those having five plates were thus distributed—one for the back, two
for the sides and two meeting in the middle of the front. All these were hinged together.

8. Zirah Bukhiar

It was a coat of mail of various sizes and shapes. Some had short sleeves while others
had long ones. Coats made of double mails or of each mail ring inscribed are also found.
Mail of this kind is generally of unriveted links**

ARMOUR FOR OTHER PARTS OF THE BODY

Every limb of an important knight or the one who could afford it, was protected by
some kind of armour.
1. Shoulder-guard

Normally the shoulder was covered by hauberk, coat of mail or any shirt®. In the case
of ‘coat of thousand nails’ separate detachable shoulder-guards were used. It was made of
leather lined with kimkbab. These were long enough to cover the shoulders.

2. Neck Protector

The camail of the helmet did give some protection to the neck still sometimes gorget
was also used. It was worn over the breastplate and it covered the neck and a part of the
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chest®®, Sometimes a long cloak of mail, called gulizband, was also worn for the neck.

3. Armour for the Waist

Many varieties of girdles were worn both as an ornament and also as a part of the cos-
tume®’. Then there were waist-belts (kamarband) protecting the abdomen, groin and waist. It
was sometimes made of lamellar but generally of leather or embroidered cotton fitted with
metal plates®®.

4. Armour for the Arms

Archer’s ring®®, shooting gloves and armlets*® were worn. Béfuband gave full protection
to both the arms. It was a pair, and each consisted of a curved plate which covered the outer
side of the hand from the knuckle to the elbow. A short curved plate (covering the wrist and
hand up to four inches) was attached to the outer side by mail or by hinges. The gauntlets
(for the portion protecting the knuckle and the fingers) were generally of interlinked mail
and heavily padded. A number of bajabands, preserved in the museums of India, have been
classified as North Indian, South Indian, Rajpat, Sindhi or Mughal bdjiibands on the basis of
the regional or stylistic features®'. The bayiabands were made of mail, mail combined with
plate, scale or lamellar, fabric or leather. The inside was padded with coloured velvet, fas-
tening was generaly by straps and buckles. Usually they were worn on both the hands but
sometimes only one piece was worn, on the bridle hand if riding on a horse and on the
sword hand if on foot and weilding a sword and carrying a shield. The average length was
20 inches with gauntlet and the width was 4 inches. Some of the bdjiabands were studded
with jewels or were damascened in gold and silver.

A. Bracer

It is also known as ‘archer’s guard'. It is a covering for the left arm to protect it from
the recoil of the bowstring. It was worn a little above the elbow*’. It was a common practice
with kings and generals, as per their depiction in stone sculptures and miniature paintings,
to wear gold or silver bhujabandhas (armlets), above the elbows, on both the arms. It was an
ornament but it also served the purpose of a bracer to some extent.

In medieval India bracers were made of leather, horn, silver or ivory. They were gener-
ally quite plain but were sometimes highly ornamented. The bracer should fit as close to the
arm as possible, so that no strap or edges can get in the way of the bowstring.

B. Dastand

Dastana*® (or hand guard) was shorter in length covering the knuckle wrist and the
upper arms, seldom reaching above the elbow. Dastands as a separate picce of armour were
used in the Epic age. At that time these were made of leather. Later the hands were covered
by the long sleeves of the zirih or angarakha or hauberk and separate arm-guards were not
needed, but in case of half-sleeve or sleeveless armour, the bdjiband and dastind were used.
During medieval period these were made completely of leather or leather covered with
metal or only of metal. The most popular form was the ‘Mughal dastana** in which the por-
tion covering the knuckle and the wrist was made of mail and the lower portion (covering
the hand from the wrist to the elbow) was fitted with several plates**. Those made com-
pletely of mail or of small plates joined together with mail were also used. Some dastanas
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were made in the manner of brigandine armour, studded all over with gilt nails*®

5.  Armour for the Legs

Many varlclles of leather sandals, shoes and boots were used both by the warriors and
civilians alike*’. These shoes were further protected by soleret or other covering of mail.
‘Chausses’, worn only by the nobles, were of butted brass and iron links worked to a diaper
pattern. The armour for the uper part of the leg was called ‘chausson’ which covered the
portion above the knee to the thigh. It was made either of leather or of mail. Then there
were ‘cuisses'—the defences for the lhlghs The ‘knee-caps’ of leather or metal were circular
or dome-shaped and protected the knee*®. The long iron sock covering the foreleg or the
foot was called mozah-i-ahani *® and the one that covered the leg up to the knee was called
rak®". ‘The greaves, called rdnak, were sometimes used”!.

CONCLUSION

The Western scholars have commonly believed that the Indians did not discover
adequate armour, except the shield, 1o protect themselves and that was one of the reasons
of their defeat. The foregoing details not only refute the Western claim but also establish
that there were armour for practically every limb thnugh HS use was mainly confined to the
nobles and important knights. A number of armour pieces displayed in the museums of
India bear testimony o it,

REFERENCES

1. That tug of war continues even today. Once an armour is produced, still superior weapons are
mvented which can pierce that kind of armour and vice versa.

2. Foo much emphasis on safety would make an armour piece heavy and its wearing tiresome,
Light and handy armour provide better maobility but are not so sturdy as the heavier armour are.

3. Rigvéda, V1.6.75.18. In this hymn the king has been advised to provide clothes, weapons and ar-
mour to all his soldiers so that they may fight the battle with ail vigour and without fear.

4.  Leather was used either in its natural form or was sometimes boiled and heaten till it could be
mouided and then allowed to dry hard. The shields, saddles, sheaths and a number of other articles
used by a warrior were always of leather.

5. The use of mail armour was certainly known to the ancient Indian Aryans.

6. Mail's perishable nature has prevented much of the early mail armour from surviving. Com-
plete armour of mail was in use in the 16th century Mughal India and in the 17th century it reached
its greatest perfection.

7. For details see G.N. Pam, Indian Arms and Armour, vol. 111 (New Delhi, 1983), pp. 27-38, figs.
74-102.

8. Helmet has been associated with the Indian warriror right from the beginning of the history.
Originally the head was covered by some leather or fabric protective padding. Later it was defended
by a hood of mail and then by a helmet. The earliest helmets were pointed which were gradually
rounded and finally became hemispherical.

9. In India at least seven types of skulls of the helmets are available: hemispherical or
bowl-shaped, dome-shaped, flat, turban-shaped, oval-shaped, morion-shaped and cap-shaped.

10.  Being completely encased in metal the knights could not always be recognised so some wore a
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crest on the top of their helmets by which they could be distinguished. Later they added a symbol to
their surcoat and shield. In the course of time, these symbols became very colourful and complicated
and eventually developed into coats of arms.

11. In the beginning the face was entirely unprotected, then was added the nasal projecting down-
wards in front of the nose. With the passage of time car-flaps (or cheek-pieces) and camail were
added.

12. It corresponds to the two-piece helmets of late Roman and Parthian cap style. A few surviving
helmets in India show that this form of construction, in which the constituent parts were joined
fore-and-aft, persisted during the Mughal period.

13. The cheek-pieces were pierced for ease of hearing. The main distinction between a Turkish
and an Indian chichak is that the former has a tightening bolt to hold the nasat which is in raised pos-
ition while the Indian counterparts are movable.

14. 11 was often worn over a cotton cap or a cap of coiled rope. In the National Museum, New
Dethi, is preserved a Rajpit coif of the 17th century A.D. made entirely of intertinked mail.

15. 1t was the usual type worn during Mughal India. The bowl is usually engraved or inlaid with
gold and silver wires. The mail neck-guard is cut away in front leaving the face uncovered, and at
sides, to clear the shoulders, front and back, it hangs down in long points. The mail is generally of
open links.

lg. Its another variant was khud chilmanddr whose distinguishing features are the nose-guard which
has a very wide end and the mail curtain that covers the entire face. The curtain (literally chibman)
has a v-shaped opening in front, closed by a triangular flap that can be lified to give the wearer
more air.

17.  The surface of such helmet is decorated with floral design in gold damascening. The apex is
also enriched with gold inlay in conventional floral design. Attached is a camail of small butted brass
and iron links arranged in a diaper pattern with a vandyked edge.

18.  Fabric armour has always been cheap and easily accessible. The Indian climate also favours its
use.

19.  The lamellar armour probably spread from Central Asia. Such defences might have originated
in the Middle East but lamellar was far more characterstic of Central Asia and Eastern Iran. In this
armour the metal strips or plates were fastened to one another or were stitched to cloth or leather.
Such armour were very heavy.

20. In India the chain mail has existed from very remote antiquity, but owing to its nature of such
a perishable quality, exposing the maximum of surface to atmosphere oxidation, that practically no
examples have come down to us of all the vast quantity fabricated in remote past.

21. These are some of the finest specimens of armourer’s skill and are generally tastefully or-
namented.

22.  The padded, scale, lamellar and brigandine armour gradually gave way to mail or mail-com-
bined-with-plate armour.

23. The word has been derived from Sanskrit angaraksha i.e., ‘protector of body.” A few embroi-
dered angarakhds of Rajput origin are displayed the Sawal Man Singh I1 Museum, Jaipur, Rajasthan.
24. Itis one of the oldest armour and has been used from the dawn of the Indian history. These
were of various shapes: round, square, rectangular, like a flower, etc. Its another name was joshan.
25.  Solid breastplates were very popular during the Mughal period.. The personal insciibed
breastplate of Humayin is in the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay, while that of Aurangzéb is in
the Nationa! Museum, New Dethi.

26. The ‘coat of thousand nails’ is also a variant of brigandine. These coats, also called chilta hazdr
mdshd, are exhibited in the Tower of London Armouries, London; Prince of Wales Museum, Bom-
bgy; Natonal Museum, New Delhi, etc.
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27. Sometimes small plates were also attached together with the nails. These plates could be circu-
lar, rectangular or square.

28. The plates are generally rectangular and the two worn on the breast and the back were consid-
erably longer than those worn on the sides. The side plates were cut away at the top so that they
could fit inside the armpit and should not hinder the free movement of the hand.

29. The plates were engraved, chisclled or embossed all over with floral and creeper motif or
geometrical designs. A few made of watered steel were inscribed with verses from the holy Quran.
30. The coat reached below the knees. It had broad, round collars and was opened in the front.
31. Its another variant was that in which several embellished plates were attached to it. Two such
specimens are in the State Hermitage, Leningrad (USSR). Many coats are exhibited in the Tower of
London Armouries, London; Wallace Collection, London; National Museum, New Delhi, and so on.
32. It was a quilted corselet. It ts mentioned in the Babur-nama, folio 161, tr. p. 252.

33. It was invariably of steel. These plates were sometimes rectangular while at other time they
had squared basis with pointed tops. Sometimes these plates were hinged together and opened by
pulling out one of the hinge pins. Each plate was ornamented with floral decoration in gold damas-
cening.

34. Its another variant was a shirt completely of mail, without any attachment of plates. It was cal-
led zirak kurtd. The ones used by the foot-soldiers were long enough to protect a soldier up 1o the
knee, but the zirah kurta for cavaliers was shorter in length and had a slit on the back 1o facilitate rid-
ing.

35. 'These are also called ‘shoulder cop’ or 'shoulder piece’. The shoulders were further protected
by the camails of the helmet.

36. A few larger ones, made of leather, covered a part of the shoulders. In India gorget as a sepa-
rate piece of armour was not very common. The kantha-shobhd mentioned in the Ain-i-Akbari was also
a neck protector.

37.  One type was a waist-belt of steel formed of a series of overlapping vertical strips of steel
{(about 6 inches in length) riveted to strips of leather. Its total length was 4 to 5 feet.

38.  These plates were of many designs (circular, square, rectangular, etc.) and were damascened
in gold. Its another variant was yekbandi which was usually a belt with slings for the sword and a
hook to hang it from, when on foot. Sometimes it was a baldric.

39.  An archer could shoot the arrows to a longer distance if he wore a zthgir (archer’s ring) but it
required patience and skill. '

40. The Tankuls of Assam wear heavy brass armlets with which they strike crushing blows down-
wards. Some ladies wear fighting bracelets which are still more dangerous. These are made of wide
band of metal and are studded with several pointed spikes.

41,  G.N. Pani, op.cit., vol. 111 {1983), pp. 139-146, figs 391-428.

42. The word hastaghna mentioned in the ancient Sanskrit treatises (¢f., Nirukta, 1X. 14; Shrauta
Sttra, 111.10.7; Rigvéda, V1.75.14, etc.), was a bracer worn on left arm. The epic evidence shows that
it was made of iguana skin. Some scholars (for example Rajendra Lal Mitra, Indo-Aryans, vol. I,
p.304) assert that the metal gauntlets were used in ancient India.

43.  Most of the authors have not distinguished bajitband and dastana. G.C. Stone, op.cit., pp.107-8,
fig. 140, rtakes both of them as one and the same thing.

44. lts price during Akbar's period varied from 1} rupees to 2 muhars (Ain-i-Akbari, Ain 35, No.68).
45. A number of such dastands are displayed in the museums of India. As a rule eight to ten
splints, almost rectangular in shape, were attached to the mail. It was tied round the hand with the
help of leather straps and buckles. Inside was padded.

46. Some Mughal paintings reveal that the plates projecting the fingers were articulated or
moulded in the form of the fingers.
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47. For various shoes see G.N. Pant, op. cit., vol. 111 (1983), p.31, figs. 45 to 73.

48. For details see G.N. Panu, Indian Arms and Armour, vol. 111 (New Delhi, 1983), ch. VII.

49. Som Prakash Verma, Art and Material Culture in the Paintings of Akbar's Court (New Delhi, 1978),
pp- 55-6. In the Ain-i-Akbari (Ain, 35, No.71) it is spelt as mozah-i-ahahi and its price at that time var-
ied from | rupee to 10 rupees.

50. Ain-i-Akbari (din, 35, No.60) gives its price between one rupee 1o 10 muhars.

51.  As many as five kinds of rdnaks are discernible from the miniature paintings of the Mughal
school such as ranak made of single piece; of leather or metal extending from the thigh to the shin;
of two pieces joined together or made of lamellar or combined with plate etc. Nimchd ranak were for
the young princes.
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HELMET

618. 124/LIV-A Helmet~Hemispherical bowl surmounted with a quadrangular spike. The

619. 173/LIV-A

620. 68/L.VI
621. 90/LV1
622. 94/LVI

two plume-holders and nose-guard are damascened in floral, creeper and
geometrical design in gold. Long chain mail of interlinked variety, very
closely knit, are attached to the lower part of the bowl. The chain mail
covers the entire neck, a part of the shoulders and has a veil for the
forehead- all interwoven together. No inside padding. In a very good
state of preservation.

Provenance North India
School Mughal

Date. Early 18th century
Height with chain 43.0 cm

Diameter 20.4 cm

Helmet—Hemispherical bowl probably of Damascus stecl surmounted with
quadrangular spike. The helmet has two kalgi-holders and one nose-pro-
tector with screw device. Interlinked chain mail is attached to the edges
for the protection of the neck and the shoulders. The bhorders of the
spike are damascened in gold in floral and creeper design in tehnishin
style. In addition there are six long leaves damascened in gold. The nasal
protector, the kalgi-holder and the spike-holder are gold-plated. It has a
stuffed inside padding.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date 17th century
Height with chain 38.9 cm
Diameter 18.9 cm
ARM-GUARD

Arm-guard-Probably of Damascus steel consisting of two curved steel
plates hinged together. The upper part covers from wrist to the elbow,
while the lower part is half of its size. The gauntlets of interlinked chain
mail are attached to it. The borders all round are damascened in gold in
floral and creeper design. It is in a good state of preservation. Inside
padding is missing.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal

Date Early 18th century
Length 32.4 cm

Arm-puard—Same as No.68/LVI. The two (68/LVI and 90/LVI) form a
pair.
rm-guard—Consisting of two hemispherical plates hinged together; the

upper part covers from wrist to the elbow and the lower part is half of its
size. The gauntlets are made of faded velvet embroidered with zari. The
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623. 115/1.VI]

624. 246/1.VI
279/LV1

625. 91/1.VI,
to 93/LVI],

HG/LVI,
628, 118/1.V]
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borders of the arm-guard are damascened all over in floral and creeper
design in gold. The outer surface is embossed with floral, creeper and
animal design. It is padded with velvet of maroon colour.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date 17th century
Length 32.4 cm

Arm-guard—A pair of baziband or arms-guard; each consisting of a long
plate covering from the knuckle to the elbow to which is hinged a smaller
plate covering the wrist. The borders of both the plates are damascened
in floral, creeper and geometrical design in gold. The central surface is
embossed with frond design. The padding of red velvet, stuffed with cot-
ton, is riveted to the plate. Two pieces of gauntlet, for the protection of
the knuckle and the wrist, are of zari stuffed with cotton and lined with
green velvet.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date c. 1720 A.D.
Length 32.1 em

Arm-guard—A pair of bazitband or arm-guard; tubular in shape, of Damas-
cus steel. The blade and some part of central surface is damascened in
floral and creeper design in gold. Gauntlet and inside padding are of red
velvet stutted with cotton.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date ¢ 1720 A.D.

Length 31.6 cm

CHARI-AINA

Char-aina—Char-aing consisting of four steel pieces; one for the chest, one
for the back and two for the sides. The front and the back pieces are re-
ctangular, longer and of equal sizes. The two sides plates are shorter and
have a cut in the upper side to facilitate its insertion under the arm. Front
and back plates have six buckles for fastening; the side plates have only
four buckles. The centre of all plates is damascened with sunflower and
creeper design. The outer surface of each plate has embossed floral and
creeper design. On the centre of each plate s made a square in gold
damascening. The padding of velvet, badly damage, is stuffed with cotton.

Provenance North India

School Mughal

Date Closing years of the 17th century
Length (maximum) 29.3 cm

Breadth (maximum) 222 cm
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629. 203/LIV-A

to front

631. plate,
140/L1V
back plate,
343/L1V-A
side plate
for left,
side plate
for right
1S MIssing.

632.217/LIV-A

to  from,

635. 216-L.IV-A
back,
280-LVI
left side,
282-L.VI]
right side.

636. 244/1.1V

to front,

639. 242/LV1
back,
184/LIV
left side,
153/LIV
right side.

640.339/L1V

to front plate,

643.202/L1V-A
back plate,
256/1.1V-A
lefe side
plate,
357/L1V-A
right side
plate.
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Char-aindg—A set of chdr-and consistig of front, back and one side plate.
Each plate, rectangular in shape, is ornamented with floral, creeper and
geometrical design damascened in gold in teknishan style. The central part
of each plate is embossed with floral and creeper design. The side plate
has four buckles while the front and back plates have six buckles each.
The inside padding of each plate is of red velvet stuffed with cotton.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date Farly 18th century
Length (maximum) 30.0 cm

Breadth (maximum) 23.0 cm

Char-aina—A set of char-aina consisting of tront, back and side plates of
Damascus steel. The borders of each plate are damascened in gold koftgari
in floral, creeper and geometrical design. The front and back plates have
six buckles each while the side plates have four buckles each. The padding
of red velvet is stuffed with cotton. One of the side plates is badly rusted.

Provenance Hyderabad
School Deccani
Date ¢ 1760 A.D.
Length (maximum) 29.5 cm
Breadth (maximum) 21.8 cm

Char-gina—A set of char-aind consising of front, back and two side plates.
The border of each rectangular plate is damascened in two kinds of gold
in floral, creeper and geomatrical design. The front and back plates have
six buckles each while the side plates have four buckles each. The padding
of cotton stuffed with violet velvet is missing from one plate.

Provenance Hyderabad

School Deccani

Date Early 18th century
Length (maximum) 30.8 cm

Breadth {maximum) 24.4 cm

Char-agina—A set of char-agina consisting of front, back and two side plates;
each plate has gold damascened floral and creeper design on its border,
the central rectangular part being engraved with frond design. The front
and back plates have six buckles while the side plates have four buckles
each. The inside padding of red velvet is stuffed with cotton.

Provenance North India

School Late Mughal
Date ¢ 1700 A.D.
Length (maximum) 18.0 cm
Breadth (maximum) 14.9 cm
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644.355/L1V
o 340/LIV
647 354/LIV

339/L1V

648. 245/1.VI]
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A set of Char-dina consisting of four plates: one for the chest, second for
the back and two for the sides. All the plates are rectangular in shape
while the two for the sides have a semicircular cut on the top to facilitate
insertion under the arms. The border of each plate is ornamented with
floral, creeper and geometrical design in gold teknishan. The side plates
have four buckles each, while the front and the back plates have six
buckles each. The inside padding of velvet is stuffed with cotton. Plate
No. 355-L1V is for the front; 354-LIV for the back; 340-LIV for the left
side and 339-LIV for the right side.

Provenance North India
School Late Mughal
Date ¢ 1720 A.D.
Length (highest) 25.4 cm
Breadth (biggest) 18.4 cm

Coat of mail-A coat ol chain mail of interlinked varicty. Kach ring is
embossed with the names of Alidh, Mohammad, Fauma, Hasan and
Hussain (‘Panjathan’ in Arabic). The coat opens in the front and reaches
up to the waist. The two sleeves reach little below the elbow. It has no
collars. Slightly damaged and a few rings are missing.

Provenance North India
School Mughal
Date 17th century

Length (highest) 85.2 ¢m
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A

Abbasi, A curved sword.

Absad, Cheek-piece of a helmet.

Absar, Leather shield.

Adaga, A shield or parrying weapon of Arabic origin. The name is derived from Arabic el-darakih
meaning ‘a shield".

Afghan Knife, A dagger having a straight, heavy, single-edged blade tapering to a point.

Aftabgir, A royal ensign.

Aftab-i-Alam, One of Aurangzéb's shields meaning *Sun of the World".

Ahadi, Cavalry troops in imperial establishments.

Ailettes, Cavalry trooper in impenial establishments.

Aiatul Kurst, ‘Poem of Throne’ from the holy Quran.

Akbar-nama, Written by Abul Fazl Allami, Akbar’s official chronicler and biographer.

Aketon, Heavily padded grament worn under the hauberk of mail, also called ‘wambais’ or ‘acketon’.

Akluachis, An officer over horses.

Alam, A r()yal standard.

Albégi, Masier of the horses during Mughal peirod.

Amal, Manufacturer or artisan.

Amud, Winged or flanged mace.

Anazdh, Short infantry spear.

Anf, Nasal of the helmet.

Afhusha, Elephant-goad.

Ankushadhara, 'I'he holder of elephant-goad, also called mahaut (elephant driver).

Araba, Gun-carriages or baggage-carts employed by Babur at the batte of Panipat in 1526 A.D.

Arabesque, Decoration in colour or tow relie! with Fanatul interlinking of leaves; scroll work,

Arad, Blade of a spear; a pole arm.

Archer’s Ring, A ring worn on the thumb of the left hand to protect it from the pressure and

friction of the string of the bow.
Arciones, The high peaks, front and back, of the war-saddle. They were sometimes covered with
steel plates which were beautfully decorated.

Armed, Armoured knight or a soldier carrying arms.

Armet, A kind of 4 closed helmet that conforms to the shape of the head and covers it completely.

Arming Doublet, A padded garment worn under armour to protect the person from blows, strains

and chafing,

Arming Girdle, The sword belt worn over the armour,

Arming Points, Spurs worn with armour.

Arm Knife, A small knife carried on the left arm near the shoulder with a loop.

Armour, Defensive covering for the body worn in fighting.

Armourer, Manufacturer of armour.

Armoury, Place where arms and armour are kept; arsenal.

Artak-i-kajem, Horse armour: a quilted trappings for a horse usually ferming a {foundation for one of

mail.

Assad Ullah, 'The most celebrated of Persian swordsmiths.

Aug, The arrow for shooting the birds.

Aventail, Movable fromt piece of helmet made hike a transparent veil.
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Babur, The word means ‘panther’ in Turki language.

Baciner or Basinet, A light helmet.

Back and Breast, A kind of body armour.

Badge, A device to distinguish the followers of a king or a chieftain. It was the origin of armorial
insignia and coat of arms.

Bajiband or Baziband, A plate defence for the forearm with or without an extension for the head.

Bahhtar-zills, Scale armour.

Balatang, Surcingle of silk for horse.

Baldric, Collar or shoulder-belt worn as a support for a sword or simply as an ornament.

Ballum, A short spear with a broad head.

Balti, Baule-axe.

Banded Mail, A variety of mail showing alternate rows of links and solid discs.

Bandolier, A baldric or waist-belt.

‘Banner, A flag hung from a horizontal pole attached to a staff.

Barachhd, Cavalry lance completely of metal.

Barding, Armour for horses.

Batkha-kalaght, Crest of the helmet fitted with heron feathers, also called bagta kalagi.

Batman, A Turkish weight of 13 to 15 pounds. This means the strength demanded for rounding the
bow. It refers to draw-weight.

Baydah, Egg-shaped helmet.

Bedough, A mystic symbol with a square divided into four parts, each containing even numbers.

Belt Sword, A sword with such a flexible blade that it could be worn as a belt.

Bhanju, A defensive coat with a gorget (throat guard) autached; also called bhanjee.

Bichag, A dagger with a straight single-edged blade and a straight handle made of two plates of ivory

riveted to the flat tang.

Bit, A bar put inside the horse’s mouth in order to control it.

Biack Armour, The armour that was blackened or painted to prevent it from rusting.

Boss, A projection from the flat (or nearly flat) surface on the central part of a shield.

Bracer, Archer’s guard or a covering for the left wrist to protect it from the recoil of the bowstring.

Brassard, Plate armour for the entire arm.

Breast-sirap, A broad strap crossing a horse’s chest and fastened to the saddle.

Bridle, A device to control the horse. It consists of headstall, bit and rein.

Brigandine, Suit of fabric or leather fitted with metal plates and gilt studs.

Buckler, A shield with a handle (or two close together) in the centre and held in the hand.

Bukhtar, A solid breastplate.

Burk, Mughal cap.

Burnishing, In this process the miniature painting, after it was well finished, was laid face down on a

hard smooth surface and then firmly rubbed with an agate or jade.
Butted, The rings (or links) of the armour not riveted but only brought 1ogther.

C

Calthrop or Caltrap, Spikes planted in the ground to prevent the advance of the cavalry.
Camail, A guard of mail for the sides, neck and the shoulders.

Cantle, The rear peak of a saddle.

Caparisoned, Horse's trappings, equipment or outfit.

Cavalier, Horse-soldiers; an armed horseman.
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Cavalry, Horse-soldiers; cavaliers.

Cavalry Helmet, Helmet composed of mail and plates and preferred by the cavaliers.

Chamchag, A battle-axe fastened to a saddle,

Chamfron, A defence for a horse's head ; forntlet.

Chape, A metal tip that strenghtens the end of the sheath or the termination of a belt or a girdle. In

hearldry it is called ‘crampet’.

Chaprds, Literally brooch or buckle, Another name for gosha-gir.

Char-aina, ‘Four mirrors’. The name given to the Indo-Persian (or Perso-Indian) cuirass consisting of
circular or rectangular plates secured round the body with straps or hinges.

Charkha, Crosshow.

Char-gab, A square shawl of doth of gold bestowed as a mark of rank and distinction.

Chasing, Decoration work done with a tool or weapon on the front suface of the metal par;

embossing; engraving.

Chauss, Detfences from knee to foot made of mail.

Chaussons, Armour for the upper part of the legs or thighs.

Cheek-flaps, Same as ‘cheek-pieces’.

Cheek-pieces, Metallic plates hung from the sides of the helmet to protect the ears and the side of

the face.
Chern, Decorations in black on silver or other light metal. 1t is much used in Caucasus where it is
called niello.

Chickak, A Turkish helmet.

Chihalta, ‘Forty fold coat’; a fabric coat of many layers worn by soldiers. See also chiliah.

Chiltah, A corrupt form of chihalta.

Chilta Hazdr Mashd, *Coat of thousand nails’, a coat of many layers of fabric faced with velvet and

studded with thousands of small gilt nails arranged in pattern.

Chirwa, A small Mughal shield.

Chiselling, Trimming; to cut to shape with a chisel tool.

Chobdar, Mace-bearer.

Chhura, A knife or a dagger, the smaller ones called chhuri.

Coat Armour, Any military garment with the armorial ensign of (the wearer embroidered on it

Coat of arm, Symbols of knights on their armour.

Coat of mail, Any mail garmemt that covers the body, stricity one that opens down the front,

Cont, Matil hood.

Crest, The ornament surmounting a2 helmet; kalughi.

Cresting, The ornamentation of arrows.

Crinet, Armour for the upper side of a horse’s neck.

Crupper. Armour for the hind quarters of a horse.

Cuella, Armour for the underside of a2 horse’s back.

Cuirass, A defence for the body, originally of leather as the name implies but now applicable to any

kind of body armour.

Cuirassier, Horse soldiers wearing cuirass.

Cuirbouilli, The armour made of boiled leather.

Cuisses, Defenses for thigh.

Curb, Bit. -

Cushion, Mass of soft material stuffed into cloth or silk covering.

D

Dagger, A general name for all kinds of knives usually worn at waist or hip.
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Damascening, Decorating a metal by inlying; an art of encrusting one metal on the other.

Damascus, The capital of Syria famous for its special steel blades hence ‘Damascus steel’.

Daraka, A shield usually made of hide. See also tur or tara.

Daraqgah, A small, convx leather buckler,

Dastand or Dastanah, Arm guard; plate defences for the fore arm with or without extension for the
back of the hand.

Delhishahi, A variant of hilt consisting of disc pommel, oval grip, short and stubby quitlons and

triangular langets.

Dhabdar, Shield maker.

Dhal, A general name for .a shield, buckler, target, etc.

Dhal-bafta, A shield made of fifty folds silk.

Dhiip, A sword having 4 broad, stright, long, double-edged blade and a padded basket hilt.

Dirk, A dagger or short sword.

Divin, A collection of poem written by Babur and sent to Pulad Suitan in 1519.

Dodhkéra, Double-edged sword or dagger.

Doublet, Close fitting body garment worn by men, with or without sleeves and short skirts.

Dubalgha burki, Same as dubalgha.

Dumehi, Crupper (for horse) of leather covered with velvet and small metal bosses.

E

Ear-Haps, Ear-guards; parts of a helmet for the defences of the ears.

Elephant-goad, The instrument with which 10 guide, goad or drive the elephent; ankusha.

Embossing, A style of decoration. bt is changing the relative levels of different parts of a piece. It can

be done by raising some part or sinking the other.
Enamelling, Glass-like opague or semi-transparent coating on metallic surface for ornaments;
mingkart.

Enarmes, Loops on the back ol shield through which the arm is passed.

Ensign, Originally it included all flags, banners, standards, guidons, pennons, pencils and
banderolls. Now it signifies the nattonal flag carried on a vessel.

Epaul de Mouton, A large curved guard worn over the regular armour to protect the right arm in

tournaments, as elbow guard protects the left.

Epaulettes, Shoulder-cop also called ‘epaulets’, and ‘pollets’.

Espallieres, Shoulder-guards.

Eye, In archery it refers to the loop spliced on the bowstring.

F

Fabric Armour, Quilted or the defensive covering made of fabric.
False Edge, In single-edged swords a few inches of the back near the point is frequently sharpened
to make them more effective for thrusting. This portion is known as ‘false edge’.
Filigree, Ornamental work of a fine gold or a sivler or copper wire formed into delicate tracery.
Finger- guard The p()ruon of sword that protects the fingers from a cross-cut. It is formed by
recurving the quillons towards the pommel or by connecting the two (quillons and
pommel) by a plate, a bar, ctc. In its elaborate form it becomes a basket hilt.
Flag, A flag is hung directly from a vertical staff while a banner is fastened to a cross-bar hung from
the staft.
Flanchard, A defense for a horse’ flank generally suspended from the saddle; plate armour for
horse’s side.
Flight, Feathers for arrows.
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Foible, The part of the blade near the point of the sword.

Foining Weapons, Thrusting weapons.

Foliage, Representation in art as leaves excluding petals and flowers, etc., foliate; foliar; leafage.
Forte, The part of the sword nearest the hilt.

Frond, Leaf-like decoration formed by union of stem and foliage; leaves and stems but not flowers.
Frontal, Armour for a horse’s head.

G

Gad, An implement used to goad an elephant.

Gajbiga, A variant of elephant-goad.

Gardani, Armour for horse’s neck.

Gauntlet, Armour for the hand.

Gauntlet Sword, The Maratha pattd sword, the hik of which is gauntlet.

(rerrhes, A Persian shield.

Ghagri, Rattle of metal ted on the legs of the horse.

Ghartchd, A variety of coat.

Ghasiyd, A saddle cloth popular in Bokhara.

Ghughwih, A mail coat with a hood permanently attached.

Ghurcharhes, Armoured Sikh cavalry.

Gig or Gigue, A strap for a shield.

Gilding, Covering with thin layer of gold or silver laid on as gold leaf’; mulamma.

Girth, The band or strap holding a saddle in place.

Glancing Knob, Large bosses on the poitrel of a horse to deflect lance thrusts, also called *bossoirs’ or

‘pezoners’,

Godha, A leather bracer worn by bowmen.

Gosha-gir, An instrument used 1o straighten the middle portion of the bow.

Gireaves, Leg armour which covered from the knee to the ankle.

Guige, A strap with which the shield was hung through the shoulder and neck.

Gulaband, Strips of velvet flowered with silk for mane.

Gupti, Concealed weapon.

Gupti-hard, 1t was a knife for thrusting. It was kept in a sheath and had a gauntlet.

Gurz, A mace with steel spikes fitted on the globular head; harness; working cquipnients of horse or
other animals; defensive armour.

H

Hashiya, Borders. The miniaturcs of the Babur-nama are without borders, though most Mughal
miniature paintings have beautiful margins.

Hauberk, Skirt or coat reaching to the feet and with long sleeves, worn over the gambeson; a kind
of overcoat.

Headstall, A part of bridle.

Helm, Armour for the head; same as helmet.

Helmet, Head covering or armour for the head; shirastrana.

Hide, Animal skin, raw o~ dressed.

Holster, A case fastened to the belt or saddle in which to carry a pistol or other small weapons.

Horn Armour, Armour made of horn.

Horse Furniture, The equipments of a horse; harness, trappings and armour.

Howddh or hawdah, The wooden saddle placed upon the back of an elephant; an elephant housing.

Humayiin-ndmd, A choronicle of family affairs written by Gulbadan Bégam (daughter of Babur) in
1587 A.D.
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L
Imbricate, Same as ‘scale armour’,
Inlay or Inlaying , To glue or paste one metal on another.
Jagawat, An implement used in goading an elephant.
Joghnol, It had a steel handle with a head shaped like the beak of a bird.
Jama, A long shirt or coat of cotton worn usually over the armour or as a sole defence.
Jamadhar, A typical Indian thrusting dagger with H-shaped handle and a sharp, pointed, triangular
blade.
Jauhar, The watering of the blade.
Jaushan, Coat of mail.
Javelin, A throwing spear.
Jazérant, Armour made of strips of horn, leather or metal fastened to colth or leather; same as
Jajérand.
Jiba, A quilted coat worn beneath a mail shirt or as the sole body defence; also called jibbah.
Joshan, A kind of Mughal brestplate.
Junah, Shield made of laminated wood and covered with leather; also called junan, mijann, mojinn
and junndh.

K

Kajam, Horse armour of mail, see artak-i-kajam.

Kalaghi, Ornament surmounting a helmet; same as crest.

Kamar-band, Waist-belt.

Kameha, A Turkesh whip.

Kamr, Belt carrying flasks.

Kantha-shobha, A gorget; armour for the neck and throat.

Kantop, Close-fitting helmet ot one piece.

Kard, A straight-bladed dagger with a straight hilt and no guard.

Kardang, A vanant of gosha-gir.

Karkhands, Workshops, studios.

Karud, A straight-bladed peshgabz.

Karwa, Mantlet of raw hide stuffed on both sides with wool or cotton.

Kashkd, A chamfron or horse helmet, same as qashqah

Kawnas, A tall conical helmet.

Kazaghand, A mail shirt covered and lined with fabric.

Khalkha, Cane shields used by the Seljuk Turks.

Khanda, A sword having broad, straight blade widening toward the point.

Khanjar, A slightly curved, double-edged dagger.

Khapwah, A dagger with a curved double-edged blade with a strong rib.

Khar-i-mahi, It consisted of several steel spikes projecting on both sides of a straight handle.

Khatt-i-Baburi, A new style of writing introduced by Babur.

Khawdhd, A helmet.

Khéra, A round Mughal shieid.

Khogir, Saddle; red velvet.

Khud, One piece Indo-Persian (or Perso-Indian) helmet also called khod, khudh, khuddah Islamia,

Khukari or Kukri, The Gurkhi sword.

Khyber Knife, See Afghan Knife.

Kilij, The Indo-Turkish sword.

Kimkhab, Indian brocade, also spelt as kincob, Rimkod, etc.; brocade used extensively for lining
armour,



223 GLOSSARY

Kindjal, A straight-bladed dagger with a groove.

Kirk Narduban, The ‘forty steps’ in allusion to the transverse markings of fine grey or black watering.

Knee Guard, Armour generally for horse's knee.

Knife, A common weapon with many varieties.

Knob, Rounded proturberance on the surface of shield.

Koda, Whip.

Koftgari, The decoration of iron with patterns in gold and silver either inlaid or averlaid; commonly
called ‘false damascening’.

Korazin, A Turkish cuirass of plates connected with mail.

Kulah-khwd, A helmet.

Kulah-zirah, Indo-Persian helmet entirely of mail or of mail connected with small plates.
L

Lacquering, Gold coloured varnish of shellac dissolved in alcohol used as coating on shicld or other

objects.

Lagam, Rein

Lagseam, A Mughal bit,

Lamallac, Thin plate, scale, layer, splint or film of bone or metal.

Lamellar, Armour constructed with small rectangular plates, each pierced with a regular series of
holes and laced into horizontal rows with leather thongs or cords, the rows or laminations
thus created then being connected at each other with vertical laces.

Laminations, Strips of metal or other strong material connected by varicus means 1o permit freedom

of movement to body or limbs.

Lazim dik, A stiff bow.

Lining, Layer of different materials inside a garment, shield, armour, etc.

Lip, The edge of the shield curved upwards.

M

Mace, A helmet-breaking weapon. It had a globulir head and short handle.

Mada, Maratha parrying shield fasiened with a pair ol horns.

Mahaut, Elephant driver.

Mahtab-i-aglam, One of Aurangzéb's shields meaning ‘Moon of the world'.

Mail, A detence constructed of rings or links of wire. 'The most usual construction lor this defence is
the one made with circular rings, cach one passing through four others, the joints being
riveted, welded or hutted, after linking up.

Mail Armour, Armour made of interlinked mail.

Malfuzat-i- Timiri, Autobiography of Timarlane (1336-1405 A 1))

Mantlet, Large shield supported from the ground and used as defene in attacking fortified places.

Mari, Same as madi; also see singanuld.

Matchlock, A gun with lock in which match is placed for igniting powder; alse. callod torédar bandak.

Mighfar, A segmented coil of mail.

Mihméaz, Spurs

Missiorka, A shallow Turkish skull-cap of iron with long pendemt mail defence for head and neck for

wear over a cap and head-cloth. Although of Turkish origin it was more popular in eastern
Europe.

Moza-i-ahni, Iron socks covering the foot and foreleg.

Muhnal, Upper fitting of the sheath.

Munjanigs, Instrument used in siege warfare.

Musket, Infantry soldier’s hand gun.
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Musketeer, Soldiers armed with musket.
Mydngar, Sheath-maker

N

Napthé or Naft, Fire-arrows used by Arab invaders in India.

Nagarkhand, Keule-drum house.

Narasing-moth, A kind of dagger referred (0 in the Ain-i-Akbari.

Narm-dik, Easy bow.

Nasal, A nose-guard in the form of a strip or bar attached to the helmet.

Neck Guard, Upright plates on the shoulder- guard for the defence ot the neck.
Nocks, In archery the notches tor the string are called nocks.

Nose Guard, Same as nasal.

or

Ondunique, Name of the Indian steel referred to by Marco Polo. It is also called andanicune a
adaine.
(}zan, A Persian helmet.
Padak, Ornament of metal for the neck ol the horse.
Padding, The lining inside the armour.
Pahri, A Mughal shield of cane or bamboo; also called phari.
Pakhar, Flephant armour,
Parrying Shicld, Shicld used tor thrusting: sce mari.
Patia, A Maradhl gauntler sword,
Perforated Shield, Shield having opening for the user to see the ecnemy without being exposed.
Peshgaby, A dagger having a '-sectioned suraight blade, wider near the hilt and withoun a pommel
a guard.
Phari ot Pafiri, A cane shicld of Mughal period.
Pinnacle, Small ornamental tarrets ending in a pyramid or cone; natural peak; climax.
Pistol, A hand fire-arm used with one hand.
Pistol Shicld, Shield fitted with a pistol.
Piyazi, Rugged mace; a club shaped like an onion.
Plate Armour, Armour made of steel plates as disunguished trom mail, scale, brigandine or jezére
armour,
Plume, Fearhers used 10 decorate a hehmet.
Plume-holder, A tube fixed on the helmet to hold a plume.
Poitrel, The armour {oe horse’s chest.
Pommel, The knob on the end of the sword or dagger or on the butt of a pistol. 1t was named frc
the resemblance of many 1o an apple; the front peak of a saddle.
Prick Spur, Pricking instrument with sharp point, worn on horsemen’s heel.
Pulouvar, A sword whose hilt has drooping quillons, a hemispherical pommel and no counter-guar
Purddh, Aventail

Q

Qubak-i-maidan, A shooting range tor archers.

Qard Khurdssan. The watered sieel, nearly black, with tine undulations proceeding like water.
Qara Tabdn, The watered steel, brilliam black or more grey in tone with larger watering.
Qashgah, Frontlet for the horse.

Qawans, Crest ol a helmet.
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Qilich, Sword.

Qirban, Bow-case exclusively for bows.

Quadddrd, A broad sword like a long kindjal.

Qur, The weapons for the personal use of the emperor.

Qur-khandh, The imperial departmenmt which manufactured arms and armour for the Mughal
emperors and their army.

R,S

Rag, Leg armour made of small plates of iron and chains.

Ricasso, The squared part of a sword blade, nex1 to the hilt, sometimes enclosed by the pas d’ane.

Rigab, Iron stirrups; also called rikab.

Rivet, Nail or bolt for holding together metal plates, etc., its headless end being beaten out after

passing through two holes.

Roshani-i-Glam, One of Aurangzéb’s shields meaning ‘light of the world’.

Saddle, Rider’s seat placed on the back of the horse.

Saghdag, Mughal gquiver.

Saif, A broad-bladed sword with a peculiarly hooked pommel.

Sak, A variant of spear. It has a small leaf-shaped pointed blade with two globular balls immediately
below it.

Sayd-i-alam, One of Aurangzéb’s shields meaning ‘shadow of the world’.

Saz, Bridle with neck and breast straps.

Scale Armour, A defence constructed with small plates of metal. hide, horn or wood, secured by one
edge 10 a foundation of leather or fabric placed in horizontal rows overtapping each other both
sideways and downwards and usually imbricated like the tiles of a roof or the scales of a fish.

Sefin, Archer’s ring.

Selara, It was like a barachhd with a grip in the centre from where it was held.

Shabrague, A housing or saddle cloth for a cavalry horse.

Shagreen, Leather of ass.

Shah-nama, Book written by Firdausi.

Sham, Simple Damascus watering.

Shamshir, Strongly curved sword of watered steel blade. The hilt is simple und light with a single

cross-guard and a pommel projecting at one side.

Shashbur, Same as shash-par — a mace with six flanges on it.

Shast or Shast-a-wéz, Thumb shield used on the left hand in archery.

Shield, Variously shaped and sized detached pieces of armour made of leather, wood or metal and

worn on left arm to receive thrust or stroke of weapons.

Shskdrband, Game-strap; bunches of string covered with velvet 1o be fastiened to the corners of

saddle.

Shirmihi, Walrus ivory.

Sikligar, Armourer

Stléhkhand, An armoury.

Sipar, Persian name for a shield.

Sipar-i-chakh, Large infantry shield used during siege.

Sipar-i-karg, Shield of rhinoceros (gainda) hide.

Skin, Hide of flayed animal with or without the hair.

Solret, Plate armour for the feet.

Sosun-patia, A sword having the blade like a ‘lily leaf.

Spike, The surmounting part of a helmet.
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Splinted Armour, Armour made of splints or narrow plates riveted together.
Spur, Pricking instrument with point or rowel worn on horsemen’s heel. ]
Stirrup, Rider’s foot-rest usually consisting of iron loop with flattened base hung by a strap.

T

Tabagat-i-Baburi, A Persian text written during Babur’s time by his secretary Shaikh Zain-ud-din of
Khawaf.

Tabar-jaghnol, A combination of (tabar (battle-axe) with jaghnol (beak-shaped head) on the opposite

side.

Tabar-zin, Saddle hatchet.

Tahnishan, True damascening; also called lehnishan.

Tail-piece, An arched plate riveted to the crupper of horse armour; also called ‘tail guard’.

Talwdr, A curved sword with a typical Indian hilt which has short, heavy quillons and disc or

mushroom-shaped pommel.

Tang, The part of the edged weapon that is inserted in the handle.

Tarkash-band, Quiver-hearers.

Tarkash-bila, Quiverful.

Tawdchiydn, Mace-bearers.

Tégha, A sword with a broad curved blade and a hilt like that of a talwdr.

Tehndi, Chape

Tehnishdn, True damascening.

Titwa, A cavalry shield of the Mughal period.

Tipuchag, A variety of horse.

Top, A helmet, whether a single mail hood, one of mail and plates, or of one piece of iron.

Trapper of mail, Mail armour for a horse.

Tugh, Banner.

Tulghuma, A mode of fighting ddopted by Babur in the battle of Panipat and Khanwa. Literally it

means ‘turning parties’.
Tunic, A short linen shirt reaching to just above the knee.

uyv

Umbo, A central boss on a shield to give room for the hand.

Umbril, A movable brim projecting over the eyes from the front of a helmet.

Unarmed, A warrior without any armour. A soldier equipped with any number of weapons was not
‘armed’ unless wearing armour.

Ushnisha, A turban.

Ustad Kablr, A celebrated gunmaker and armourer of the court of Akbar.

Vambrace, An armour to protect the fore-arm. When first introduced in Europe in the 14th century
A.D. they only covered the forearm from wrist to elbow.

Varnishing, Applying resinous solution to wood, metal, etc., to give hard, shiny, transparent surface.

Velvet, Closely woven fabric wholly or partly of silk with thick short pile on one side.

Visor, The piece attached to the helmet to protect the face. It originated by joining the earflaps and

the nasal and was fixed. Later the name was applied to movable piece.

w,X,Y,Z2
Waist-band, Band round waist from which belt or petticoats, etc., might be suspended.

Waist-coat Armour, A cuirass made of three or four pieces hinged together; a body armour.
Wakiai-i-Baburi, Autobiography of Zahir-ud-din Muhammad Babur also called Babur-nama (History
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of Babur).
Wootz, Damascus steel; Indian watered steel,
Yakbandi, A sword-belt with slings for the sword and a hook to hang it from, when on foot.
Yasigilich, Broad sword.
Yataghan, A slightly curved Turkish sabre, also popular with the Mughals, without quillons, often,
elaborately decorated with silver, brass, coral, etc.
Zafar-namd, Book written by Sharaf-ud-dIn Yazdi.
Zofar-takiyd, A short sword with crutch-shaped pommel.
Zahirud-din-Muhammed, It means ‘Defender or Faith’ in Arabic language.
Zarnishan, True damascening.
Zerband, Martingale of red silk net.
Zin, Saddle
Zirth Bakhiar, A mail coat or shirt; also called zirih bakhiar or zirth bukhtar.
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